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Forward

| was sure that | would never write a book on the Book of Revelation, let alone spend four years teaching
it in church. Decades ago, | wrote an article called “Prophecy Preoccupation” that summarized why. |
grew up learning a Dispensationalist view of eschatology, and many churches in the region were
Dispensationalist as well. Local Christian bookstores had a plethora of tomes espousing the latest
theories of how current world history and expected events were “from the pages of Scriptures.” In
many circles it was a major topic, the issue of the day, supplanting needed Biblical instruction on
everything from basic doctrine to personal holiness. Everyone needed to be studying and teaching this,
a sure sign of biblical maturity (implying this subject to be the next step called for in Hebrews 6:1-2).

Over the years | saw books predicting the imminent rise of the Antichrist, a one-world order, the end of
the world, all based on that day’s news. Some functionally predicted dates for Jesus’ return, often
hedged or so broad that when they failed they could claim to not be a false prophet. | saw people
teaching the church to fear. Bar codes, tracking chips, the United Nations — the list could go on and on.
The end was imminent. | saw an incredible number of Christians, who were following all this, living
continuously in fear. Churches shunned anyone holding contrary thought and believers disparaged
those calling for reconsideration of their understanding.

In following years, | occasionally returned to the Book of Revelation in my own reading and study. Yet |
held to my determination that | would set aside this book in my ministry and focus on “more important”
subjects and texts. A subject | taught in seminars, for years, was the area of properly interpreting
scriptures: How we understand what the Bible is saying and the author meant. With teaching came
increased personal consistency in applying rules of scriptural interpretation, to all passages of scriptures
and all subjects within. It started a lifelong journey of digging deeper. | learned to be willing to set aside
extra-biblical traditions and traditional thought to find and cling to the clear teaching of the Bible itself.

| discovered many Bible passages misused or ignored by Dispensationalists and others holding to
competing stripes of eschatological thought. In recognizing these discrepancies, | kept making mental
note to someday study this through while carefully applying rules of Biblical interpretation to all these
Bible texts including the Book of Revelation.

Questions kept arising in ministry settings. | regularly heard people quickly and casually quoting
Scriptures out of context in support of their pet eschatological views. This, and much prodding by a few
individuals, finally caused me to agree to teach through a few starting chapters of the Book of
Revelation. My personal goal, in so doing, was to faithfully exercise of all rules of scriptural
interpretation. | knew setting aside learned presuppositions from my upbringing and related reading
would be difficult. Allowing scriptures to interpret scriptures was the only way | was going to understand
God’s word in Revelation.

Four chapters into the Book of Revelation, where | planned on stopping, | had become fascinated.
Mostly because | was already seeing, in a nascent way, a growing picture different from the
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disconnected view | had grown up with. | found a book not selling fear. In grand contrast, it offered a
message of hope and assurance to God’s church. Once | glimpsed this small portion of the great pattern
and message of this book, there was no way | could stop without completing it. The following months
and years took me on a journey through the entire Bible, as John so often alludes to other Scriptures.
My computer programming background thrilled to discover the order and patterning that God had John
intertwine into this book. This is not secret patterning or hidden messages. All is “hidden” in plain sight,
open to discovery through detailed examination of the whole. The methodical pattern John used
supports the entire message and is a primary key to understanding it.

The Book of Revelation presents itself as a whole, a unified message and revelation that flows from
beginning to end. God clearly proclaims that He is sovereign over all events of history and reveals His
eternal plan (a plan including an end and a new start again). Revelation is a message of hope for all
believers. This is a great contrast to the Dispensationalist view that chops the book into pieces,
examining small portions often apart from the whole.

Towards the end of my study, | read several works on Revelation spanning many viewpoints and a vast
time frame. Many modern works held to Dispensationalism and Preterism, as these views are
predominately modern. | spent more time on historical views, especially spanning back to the early
fathers of the eastern and western church. | saw much that comes from viewing the book in sections (as
the Dispensationalists commonly to do). Forced allegorical interpretation was far more common. It
constrained and influenced church beliefs throughout the middle ages. On a positive note, | saw
something encouraging. Teachers or writers looking at the book as a whole, noting unity throughout,
were more likely to discover similar to what | had found. This was especially so when they did greater
personal study, versus unquestioningly accepting earlier opinions.

| found that some of the earliest church fathers held to a form of premillennialism, a result of their
cursory examination. Most of these early teachers barely referenced the book of Revelation. The few
even commenting on Revelation chapter twenty, all looked at it as an isolated passage — as many do
today. Most of my life, | was no different. | studied chapter twenty by itself and confidently, yet
ignorantly, declared what the passage must being saying: everyone must recognize that it taught a
literal, futurist, 1000-year reign of Christ on earth. From the inconsistencies of Dispensationalism, as a
stopgap | nominally moved to embrace a form of historic premillennialism for many years. | finally
recognized multiple weaknesses in the exegesis of these positions.

Six and a half years later, | believe all | have found through this detailed study. It might sound strange,
but I’'m pleased to say that | was wrong in what | once believed. When detailed study of Scriptures
proves me wrong, in any area, this is good. | have long since come to the point where | will gladly set
aside any former understanding and rest solely in what God has revealed. It’s His word and its purpose is
to change me.

For His Glory Alone!
Brent MacDonald (December 31, 2016)
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The Sevenfold Sevenfold Outline of the Book of Revelation

1. Christin the Church (Sevenfold Church) — Chapters 1-3

2. Book of the Plan for All History (Sevenfold Sealed Book) — Chapters 4-7

3. God’s Judgment through History (Sevenfold Trumpets) — Chapters 8-11
(4 Trumpets of Physical Judgment)
(3 Trumpets of Spiritual Judgment — The 3 Woes)

4. Sevenfold Themes of History — Chapters 12-14
Story of the woman
Story of the dragon
Story of the male child
Story of the holy angels
Story of the fallen angels
Story of the earthly kingdoms
Story of the saints

5. Sevenfold Bowls of Wrath — Chapters 15-16

6. Sevenfold Theme of the Great Prostitute — Chapters 17-19
The Adulterer
The Blasphemer
The Drunkard (of blood of Saints)
The Rider
The Fallen
The One to Come Out From (Saints)
The One Who is Thrown Down

7. Sevenfold Finale — Chapters 20-22
Satan on a Leash
Saints Reign
Rebellion Quenched — Demise of the dragon
Final Judgment (Eternal Life and Death)
New Heavens and Earth
New Jerusalem
Righteous Judge



Others have recognized a sevenfold division in the Book of Revelation, similar to the primary
divisions listed above. A basic outline of Revelation typically includes them. William Hendriksen,
one such scholar and writer that used these divisions, presented a view of the Book of
Revelation labeled “Progressive Parallelism.” “More Than Conquerors” is his primary work on
this subject. His “New Testament Commentary,” completed by Simon J. Kistemaker following
Hendriksen’s death, encompasses the same viewpoint and similar material.

| don’t hold rigidly to the divisions itemized above. | recognize these major divisions are
seemingly in the Book of Revelation, and that a case exists for a further sevenfold subdivision,
yet they are not rigid demarcations. Inflexibly holding to these breakpoints stands in the way of
viewing the broader overlapping, repetitive, and expanding views that John experienced.

| regard the work of Hendriksen and Kistemaker to be the best published today, with great
insight into the Book of Revelation. Only towards the end of my multiyear study of Revelation
did | discover their existing idea of Progressive Parallelism and | have no intent to restate it.
Likenesses exist with what I've presented here, mainly because both of us recognize John’s use
of overlapping imagery. | found it promising that diligent study into this book leads to common
understanding on key matters!

Anthony Hoekema, writing on interpretation of the Book of Revelation, summarized
Progressive Parallelism in this brief statement:

The system of interpretation of the book of Revelation which seems most satisfactory to
me (though it is not without its difficulties) is that known as progressive parallelism, ably
defended by William Hendriksen in More Than Conquerors, his commentary on
Revelation. According to this view, the book of Revelation consists of seven sections
which run parallel to each other, each of which depicts the church and the world from
the time of Christ’s first coming to the time of his second. (www.the-
highway.com/amila_Hoekema.html)

| find the “difficulty” in Hendriksen’s Progressive Parallelism comes from his rigid tries to divide
the book into seven, fully overlapping, time frames. He names this complete overlap
“Parallelism.” The second word, “Progressive,” comes from his understanding of why the
overlap exists:

Note that though these seven sections are parallel to each other, they also reveal a
certain amount of eschatological progress. The last section, for example, takes us
further into the future than the other sections. Although the final judgment has already
been announced in 1:7 and has been briefly described in 6:12-17, it is not set forth in full
detail until we come to 20:11-15. Though the final joy of the redeemed in the life to



come has been hinted at in 7:15-17, it is not until we reach chapter 21 that we find a
detailed and elaborate description of the blessedness of life on the new earth (21:1-
22:5). Hence this method of interpretation is called progressive parallelism. (Ibid)

| found the overlap, or repetition, was with a greater purpose, designed to give extra details or
emphasis but also to provide an orderly buildup of importance. Overlapping parallelism gives
reason for introductions occurring far after a character or feature has already appeared. For
example, the beast is at war with saints in Revelation 11:7 but first emerges in chapter 13.
Twice John has declared Babylon fallen (Revelation 14:8 and 16:19), but he describes her in
existing glory in chapter 17. God removes “every mountain and island” from its place in
Revelation 6:14, but they flee away in Revelation 16:20. It’'s not uncommon for John to clarify
introduced subjects and characters towards the end and not, as we think normal, at the
beginning. John’s focus is first on earthly or physical. Later emphasis is increasingly on spiritual
events, themes, or behind-the-scenes forces in the following examples or repetitions. There’s a
general increase of emphasis and specifics in later events, especially as these episodes
approach the end. The text often gives short coverage to early matters spanning the total time
frame under consideration. Through expanding and reinforcing imagery, John reveals events
from creation to the end. Many look at Revelation as focusing on events from the time of Christ
until the end, missing this greater view. Events throughout all of history, indeed all of
Scriptures, provide the spiritual underpinning and building imagery used by the Apostle. My
developing view could also use same synonym “Progressive,”
different by it.

though | mean something

It’s not wrong to class my commentary on Revelation as a form of Progressive Parallelism.
Those seeking an easy classification and comparison will surely do so. | hope this labeling will
not hind people from reading it in its entirety. All | found needs to be in view rather than the
narrower and restrictive divisions that limit the earlier proponents tagged with this same label.

If a unique label is necessary for my understanding of Revelation, | call it: “Overlapping
Progressive Development.” This title isn’t as succinct or memorable as “Progressive
Parallelism.”

In summary, John wrote what he saw and heard; specifically what God showed him to picture
events, past and future. He often repeatedly reviewed the same events or time frame,
sometimes narrowing his focus or expanding it, all with a purpose of providing extra details or
significance. These details often build in importance. They move from a seeming, or primary,
emphasis on physical events to increasing prominence of the spiritual underpinnings. An
increase of emphasis and increase of material is obvious as events build toward the end and, of
course, the new beginning.



Revelation - Interrelated Passages

This chart provides a summary of how sections of the Book of Revelation interact with or
reference rough periods of time. | say “rough” because John makes little effort to identify time
frames precisely as this is not the purpose of the book. His goal is to layout, with enough detail,
all that pictures what God showed him spanning broad periods of time. To accomplish this it
was necessary for John to overlap with subjects already looked at, drilling down to provide
expanded or increasing details. Sometimes, John viewed the same event in different ways
many times.

Why did God give John multiple overlapping or mostly parallel views of the same events,
sometimes seven times or with three or four examples? Numeric symbolism is unquestionably
a foundational basis for the groupings. Three, four, seven, ten and twelve are the most used
values in the Book of Revelation. This includes direct use of the number; other times the value
appears by counting repetitions or overlaps of the material. Each restatement adds an
emphasis which encompasses symbolic use of that value. For details on the symbolism of
numbers, see the later section which visits this subject. The chart shows the primary
overlapping sevenfold divisions and some of the most significant threefold and fourfold
examples or subdivisions.
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Revelation — | saw...

Imagine standing in a room, resting against one wall, with a series pictures on the three walls in
front of you. The wall to your left has a few pictures each representative of some old events.
The wall straight ahead continues with closer to the present, except there are a few more
images representing those events. Finally, the wall to the right presents future scenes using far
more images to do so.

How would you describe these images to someone who had never seen them? First you would
have to make them aware the images progress from left to right, by wall, old to future. A
problem arises that each wall contains multiple scenes, some with different views spanning the



same time frames. Which do you use to precede the first event on the next wall? A single
example works, yet all are necessary for the big picture. Every image has detail, so you might
choose to present an outline. This approach requires revisiting each image to provide extra or
complete details. With following images, do you try to describe everything about it all at once?
It may be preferable to focus on specific aspects and describe how this affects later images.
Revisiting some images is necessary for each extra theme. You might make no mentioned of a
picture unrelated to the theme under consideration. This risks someone misunderstanding the
subject as referring to only a shortened time period unless they recognize the method you are
using.

Presenting this picture is overwhelming, if only a single series of images spanning the beginning
to the end. John’s room is far more complex. There are multiple series of images. Some contain
a narrower, more focused, view. Other sequences seemingly begin and end on only one wall
(that right wall in particular). In a simple sense, this is what the Apostle John saw spanning
history. He could turn and look at a particular wall. His gaze then directed to circumstances on
earth or heavenly issues during the period in view.

Mercifully, John was not alone for this task. Divine guidance identifies what images compose
particular series. Specific instruction assured how many times he returned to the same series
to highlight another theme. It resulted in a unique, yet intentionally complex, book of
Scriptures. We must understand Revelation from a visual point-of-view, remembering God
showed John these visuals. He repeatedly saw and recorded exactly what God pictured for him.
Occasionally some scenes had sounds that John would also describe. In other circumstances,
God gives narration through a divinely appointed docent. Every detail John faithfully records,
when allowed. Revelation abounds with looks-like and sounds-like statements as John describes
the visual panorama before him. This remains true whether that portion is spanning broad
periods of history or more narrowly focusing on a theme found only towards the end.

Nowhere in the Book of Revelation are we told John was personally viewing events of past or
future history. He saw divinely crafted images that represented people, places and
circumstances. This is the essence of God’s sealed scroll providing the primary outline of most
of Revelation. In the last century many speculated that John was “transported” into the future
to watch events, by his own efforts describing them to his ancient audience. These speculators
have John trying to understand everything from helicopters to television, claiming possible
cryptic references to these in what John wrote. This is a fictitious scenario without supporting
evidence. John saw and heard exactly what God wanted him to view and recall. God purposely
had John painting a word picture of the imagery itself. For example, the devil is not literally a
big red dragon with seven heads and seven horns and seven crowns (Revelation 12:3). But John



saw a series of images that featured creatures looking like this, each representative of Satan

(Revelation 12:9). The imagery used visually expressed underlying truths and revealed what

God wants us to know about the devil. This book features carefully planned use of allegory,

figurative images, and even symbolic use of numbers.

Without question, the imagery John saw represents literal events spanning history, past to

future, and real people and spiritual entities. Those past events happened and without question

the future events will take place too. The vision God gave John, full of representative imagery,

symbolism, and allegory, points to factual events, people, and results. John’s context, settled

within the book itself, forces interpreters of Revelation to understand it in this manner. Doing

otherwise means not accepting what the text claims of itself. There’s no coincidence that John

uses the wording “l saw” more than thirty times in the Book of Revelation. Added direct

statements, explaining some imagery, reveal intentional symbolism (“the woman you saw is...”

Revelation 17:18). The text openly reveals key characters to be representative, showing

intentional allegorical understanding of these figures and events.

The following graphic is my effort to show, in a simplified sense, the view of related images set

before John throughout the Book of Revelation.

1. Rev. 12:1
2. Rev. 12:5
3. Rev. 12:3; 20:2;
cf. Genesis 3:1-5
4. Rev. 12:4-5
cf. Psalms 2:7-12
5. Rev. 5:1-5; 6:1
6. Rev. 1:8;, 216, 22:13
7. Rev. 12:9, 13;
cf. Luke 10:18
8. Rev. 12:6; 13-17
9. Rev. 20:1-3
10. Rev. 20:4
11. Rev. 17:1-18
12. Rev. 12:17-13:18
13. Rev. 13:10; 14:12; 1:9
14. Rev. 7:14
15. Rev. 11:2
16. Rev. 11:3-6
17. Rev. 8:2-9:21; 10:7;
11:15...
18. Rev. 11:7-11
19. Rev. 14:14-16; 11:12
20. Rev. 6:9-11
21. Rev. 7:11-17
22. Rev. 11:1vs 2..;
6:16; 11:19; 12:5; 20:4
23. Rev. 1:18; 20:13-14
24. Rev. 9:1-2, 11; 20:1-3
cf. Luke 8:31
25. Rev. 18:20
26. Rev. 20:3,7-8
27.Rev. 14:17-18
28. Rev. 14:17-20:15
29. Rev. 16:16-21;
19:17-21; 20:7-10
30. Rev. 20:11-21:5
31. Rev. 15:7-17:18
32. Rev. 20:10, 14-15
33. Rev. 20:11-15
34, Rev. 21:1-22:5
35. Rev. 22:5; 20:10; 19:3;
14:11; 11:15;
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Dispensationalists, in trying to force a rigid linear timeline onto Revelation, create many

I”

differing scenarios. Their “excessively literal” straitjacket is to blame. One writer, aware of

these inconsistencies, made the following observation:

What’s more, the “backbone” for all of this—the book of Revelation—frustrates its
readers. It offers long pauses, contradictory timeframes and undisclosed declarations,
and every time the end is announced, it never actually arrives. It is more apt to describe
it as spiraling around an endpoint rather than marching toward one. It is, in essence, a
text that defies any framework placed onto it. (Michelle Fletcher, “Blending into One:
The Left Behind Movie, the Book of Revelation and the Rapture,”
www.biblicalarchaology.org, 10/14/2015)

Rejecting one framework out of frustration, because it doesn’t work, does not automatically
result in this author’s conclusion that none are workable. It merely means she hadn’t found it
yet. How telling that she used the words “spiraling around an endpoint.” She came close to
understanding that John does have a repetitive panorama here. Its end point is always in view
— the presentation of Christ’s bride.

Revelation — And...

A significant word found throughout the Book of Revelation is the Greek word “kai,” commonly
translated as “and.” This little word appears 1121 times over 369 verses (1171 over 375 in
Textus Receptus). It commonly means “and (a copulative, connector, or joiner).” By context,
English renderings occasionally include “then” or “after that.” Sometimes Greek writers used
the word for emphasis or intensity.

John’s Greek in the Book of Revelation is often derisively called “coarse” Greek, not merely
being Koiné (or Common) Greek versus Classical Greek, but a poorer subset to the former.
Translators normally rephrase texts to preserve their sense into English. They often look on the
plethora of “ands,” that John used, as an artifact of this coarse Greek. They edited them out as
words standing in the way of making short sentences and paragraphs in our more proper
English.

Unquestionably, John liked massively long sentences, connecting clause after clause using
“and.” Some translators drop the “and” to start new sentences, paragraphs and, worse still,
chapters. Unfortunately this gives the English language reader a false perception of a new
chapter, paragraph or sentence. They understand the seemingly stand-alone text as not
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necessarily connected or flowing from what preceded it. This allows readers to see never
intended divisions.

Other translators use “then” instead of “and.” Most people read this as a suggestion of
chronological time, something unwarranted by the text in many circumstances (i.e. no context).
It allows people to see a progression of time rather than a restatement of the former thought.

While it may make for poorer English, | believe that many translators do a great disservice in
not allowing the Book of Revelation to show this vast array of connecting statements. These
connectives may not be necessary in other simple and straightforward New Testament
accounts, but the apocalyptic Book of Revelation is unique. Its method of using overlapping
and repetitive examples to express visual imagery depends on viewing and understanding these
joining words. To assure knowledge of continuing thoughts, | will often highlight places where
“and” is absent to the detriment of understanding the passage under consideration.

Revelation — Time

Time is casually in view in the Book of Revelation making our usual linear way of looking at
events harmful to understanding the book. The last century, or two, saw many
Dispensationalist attempts to create rigid linear timelines. Their efforts to precisely force all
events of prophecy into this have affected interpretation of Scriptures from Genesis to
Revelation.

As | have already mentioned; the visually representative view that John is employing, while
showing real events at real times in history or the future, is broad. John’s gaze repeatedly
crosses key happenings referenced in earlier passes through the material. Overlapping
important and central events provides a general idea of when divergent time frames intersect.
The same goes for non-divergent restatements to provide extra details or clarity. The included
events are more important than specifically when they take place. Fixed beginnings and
endings become unnecessary. Though John seemingly provides more detail allowing the reader
to pinpoint the end.

The following chart for the Book of Revelation looks like a typical linear view. While it does
show the passage of time from creation to eternity future, the horizontal distance does not
representing rigidly fixed and equal periods of time. For example, creation to the coming of
Christ is not equal to Christ until the return of Jesus. The period of judgment to the right is far
briefer still. | provided this chart after the first two, because any understanding of this chart
must be in light of the ideas presented in those former ones.
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The Revelation of Jesus Christ (Revelation 1:1)
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Rise of the Dragon

Fallen is Babylon the Great (Revelation 14:8)
(Genesis 3; c.f. Revelation 12:9)

apture of the chur

Romans 5:12, 20b-21 Therefore, just s sin entered P | Y On the Land (Pain/Sores)
e medvyo;\hq througdh one man (andudeath tI:\rough sin 2 g g EY On the Sea (blood; everything dead)
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Bl  increased all the more, so that, just as sin 5 ' ' - 8 fg On the Sun (intense scortching heat) Presentation of
I8l reigned in death, so also grace might reign S Acts 14:22 ... encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying that i 5 | el Darkness (kingdom of the beast) the Holy City,
i through righteousness to bring eternal life § through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God g E [ Demons released to gather the world to battle The E_ndez')
through Jesus Christ our Lord ] 2] Violent overthrow of the earth and kingdoms

Time of the Beast with 10 horns, 7 heads, 10 crowns, followed by
the appearance of another beast with the number 666.
Further revelation of the fourth beast described

by Daniel (7:7-14, 23-27) gl o

“These things | have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; | have overcome the world." John 16:33

Revelation 15:1-16:21

(c) 2013/2014 Brent MacDonald/LTM  www.BiblelsTrue.com

Armageddon

Revelation: Extra-Biblical Terms

To a degree, most of the English language is extra-biblical since those exact words did not
appear in the original Greek, Hebrew, or Aramaic texts. The closest we get is where words are
directly transliterated into English. They hold the same meaning. Secondarily, we have some
English words that fully capture the sense of the original term. In far more passages,
understanding the entire meaning often requires using a phrase or sentence.

Beyond the text itself, we have created or adopted words to represent ideas found in the Bible.
Millennium is one example. Unfortunately, this word carries much baggage. While the term
merely means “thousand years;” a Preterist, an Amillennialist, and a Dispensationalist all see
this word and understand something different by it. | cautiously and apologetically use the term
on my charts and in this text. But | want to stress that it would be better for everyone merely to
say “thousand years,” as the text does in Revelation 20:2, 3, 6, and 7. This allows the numeric
value to keep its prominence and the reader to focus on John’s use of numbers and numerical
symbolism throughout the book.

Extra-biblical terms are useful when they encompass the intended meaning and sense of the

n u

original idea. (For example, consider “omniscient,” “omnipresent,” and “omnipotent” when
commonly used in regards God). Otherwise, using the term effectively misleads or detracts

from the true meaning. When using words in this category, | endeavor to clarify or define my
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chosen terms. Don’t jump to a conclusion when you see such words on a chart, consider what |
have said about it.

Revelation — The Last Shall Be First

A key principle of Biblical Interpretation stems from our understanding of the Bible as a
progressive revelation. God’s revealed His word over many centuries. He gave it in his own
timing and as necessary for the good of His people. The Bible never contradicts itself yet the
Bible does provide expanded details in related or later passages. Specifically, God’s final
revelation is the New Testament. The Old Testament is to be understood and interpreted using
this later clarification.

Passages in the Old Testament, that were a shadow of coming events, find detail in the New
Testament through the words of Jesus and His apostles. Old Testament prophecies and events
seemingly have one manner of interpretation by their immediate context. Clarifying New
Testament passages then show a fuller, or more complete, meaning. And when God speaks in
the New, it removes all speculation over meaning and purpose of the Old Testament passage.

Bible scholars, teachers and preachers regularly use this principle of progressive revelation...
until, for many, they get to eschatology. Here, it seems, they abandon common rules of Biblical
interpretation. Otherwise sound instructors of the word suddenly lose their interpretative
minds. And yet, the rule still stands, the New Testament must interpret the Old.

The Book of Revelation, God’s final word on eschatology and prophecy, must take first place. It
shapes our interpretation of prior books, never the other way around. Dispensationalists
especially use their understanding of Old Testament passages to drive their view of the Book of
Revelation. This reversal is to their harm, preventing them from seeing the broader picture that
God had in view. All too often I've heard people commentating on the Book of Revelation say
“but this can’t mean _____, because this Old Testament passage shows it applies to geographic
(or the nation of) Israel”. Would these interpreters rebuke Paul in similar manner? He revealed
an expanded meaning of one of the Ten Commandments, showing more than geographic Israel
was in view. Perhaps they would correct Jesus when He clarified Isaiah and David. He made
clear that geographic Israel was not the fullness of term “the land”. This practice of allowing
the old to interpret the new must stop. Again, when the New Testament, or the Book of
Revelation, makes something clearer, this divine illumination enlightens our understanding of
all earlier passages. (I've detailed specifics on this subject in the Addendum section “Old

Testament prophecies of the Land interpreted by the New Testament”).
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Revelation’s use of Old Testament Scriptures is unique to all the books in the Bible. John
seemingly doesn’t directly cite any Old Testament passages, yet he assumes his readers have
detailed knowledge of the Old Testament. Only seven instances are close enough some could
argue they’re citations. John continuously uses imagery from the Old Testament; sometimes
reworking those into new applications (consider the “two olive trees” of Zechariah). When John
uses Scriptures, including Old Testament passages and New Testament writings, including his
own, he does so by allusion or paraphrase. For a book that doesn’t directly cite other
Scriptures, it unquestionably draws on Scriptures more than any other Bible book. On the Old
Testament, John repeatedly alludes to these major and minor prophets: Joel (8 times), Amos (9
times), Zechariah (15 times), Jeremiah (22 times), Ezekiel (48 times), Daniel (53 times), and
Isaiah (79 times). Add in Moses and David, with Exodus (27 times), and Psalms (43 times).
Moses’ count not including at least 3 further references to Genesis!

Finding the Meaning
of any Word

Interpreting
Scriptures

Start at the top It is extremely rare

and work that you need to
towards the go beyond the
bottom. green line.

Immediate Context

Within the Same Book

Within Books by the Same Author

Within Books Cited in the Same Book

Within other authors in the same Testament
writing on the same topic or the same type of text

Within the Remainder of the Same Testament

Within the Remainder of Scriptures
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Revelation — A tale of two rulers, two cities, and two women

Three brief points provide a starting place for any study of the Book of Revelation. Recognizing
these will enable you to appreciate themes encompassing the entire book. Specifically, a trio of
unequal dualities is interwoven into the account of John’s book:

God (the Creator) and His kingdom versus Satan (created) and his pretender kingdom
The Great City versus the Holy City (the only two cities ever in view in the big picture)

The Great Prostitute versus the Woman clothed with Sun, also called the Bride

Revelation — Contrast with Genesis, Completion of Genesis

Revelation is fittingly the end of our Bible. In this book God wraps up a story line that began in
the first book of the Bible. Genesis begins with God, who inhabited eternity past. It also
features a creation of God that was “good,” meaning perfect, but it doesn’t stay that way. Sin
comes into the scene, spurred by the Serpent, that fallen angel, who seeks to deceive all
humankind. Humanity falls into sin, a state demanding one result — death. This turn of events
did not surprise God. He had a plan in place, one He announces from the start, a Savior would
come to the human race. From the beginning God’s plan included redeeming a people for Him.

Revelation makes clearly all this was God's plan from the start. God wanted us to know He had,
and has, a plan that He is working out. First, recognize that it’s all about Him. The secondary,
yet significant, theme is the Bride of Christ, the people He is saving. In this account we see
God’s constant protection of His people in contrast to His continuing judgment of the Prostitute
(all who are not the Bride). Third, the book makes clear that an end is coming. While
circumstances might look bad, and be bad, and possibly grow worse, there is an end. God calls
His people to persevere and overcome to the end. Indeed, God enables them to do so. He
makes holy all who endure, each never to sin again, now robed in Christ’s righteousness
forever.

In the end, God destroys all wickedness including all created item still tainted by sin. What
remains was His plan from the beginning. Without question, the always existing uncreated God
is there forever. The Holy angels, who stayed loyal to God, continue to serve in His presence.
And with God forever is His church, the entirety of the one people He set about to save. For
their benefit He fashions a new heavens and earth — paradise restored. God’s plan for history
is complete and eternity is just beginning. In the presence and protection of God His people
live with Him for eternity. The story that began in Genesis ends on a triumphant note.
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These days people want to take the Book of Genesis, especially the first few chapters, as being
figurative, where there’s no immediate reasons of context to do so. They choose this route
because they believe it a necessary means to resolve some of what modern science claims to be
the source and method of our origins. In contrast, the Book of Revelation clearly shows within
its context that John was using looks-like statements and representative language to portray
literal characters and events. The western church’s majority view, of the past century or so, has
been to try to force an excessively literal view on this final book.

This study of Revelation follows where the text leads. John, though speaking of literal events
and personages unquestionably does so with figurative language — to interpret it otherwise is to
go against the text itself. Any study of the Book of Genesis deserves the same respect, but |
must leave that as the subject of another work.

Revelation — Representative or Descriptive Names and Titles

God
The Father

Alpha and Omega
Beginning and the End
Father (the Heavenly Father)

The Son (Jesus)

Alpha and Omega
Beginning and the End
Son of Man

Son of God

Lamb (who was slain)
Male child

Faithful and True
Word of God

Rider, on a white horse

The Holy Spirit

The Spirit
Seven spirits of God (The sevenfold or perfect) Spirit
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God'’s Called Out Ones (Church or Assembly)

Seven Churches — Literal churches in the Roman province of Asia, each selected to be
representative of all churches from the time of Jesus until his return.

Seven Golden Lampstands

Two Olive Trees — The entire church, Jew and Gentile

Two Lampstands — See Two Olive Trees

Two Witnesses — See the Two Olive Trees

Woman Clothed with the Sun — God’s church

Sealed of God — A spiritual mark upon all believers

The Bride (His Bride) — The entirety of the church; see the Holy City

New Jerusalem — All believers are eternally citizens in the presence of God.

City of God; the New Jerusalem

Holy City; the New Jerusalem

Twenty-Four Elders — Representative of God’s entire church Jew and Gentile.

Paradise of God — The new heaven and new earth, paradise restored; eternal home of
God’s church.

144,000 — Representative of the eternal twelve tribes of spiritual Israel (12 x 12,000);
the entirety of God’s true church; the sealed of God.

Multitude no one could count — the 144,000; the entirety of God’s church.

They who come out of the Great Tribulation — the 144,000; the entirety of God’s church.

Souls under the altar — Believers who have died for Jesus and are awaiting God to
avenge them (those still crying out in prayer)

God’s Angels or Messengers

Angel — Likely human in regards to the literal seven churches. All additional passages
contextually show them to be supernatural beings, all originally in service to
God; some now in service to Satan (see Demonic Beings).

Four living creatures — Holy angelic beings in the presence of God

Michael —the archangel

Satan’s Domain and Denizens
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Nicolaitans — Those having recognizably ungodly practices and doctrine.

Synagogue of Satan — Those who oppose and persecute the true church of God.

Jezebel — Usurper, false prophetess and sexually immoral; a type of the Great Prostitute
Balaam, followers of — Compromisers leading others into wickedness



Satan’s Throne, place of — The world; see the Great City

The Great City — The fallen world (in contrast to the City of God or New Jerusalem, or
Holy City)

Babylon — See the Great City

The Great Prostitute — See the Great City

Babylon the Great — See the Great City

Outer Court — The world, Satan’s domain.

Sodom and Egypt — See the Great City

Sea (beast comes out of) — Peoples of the Earth

Earth (beast comes out of) — Peoples of the Earth

Many Waters — Peoples of the Earth (peoples, multitudes, nations, and languages)

Mark(ed) of the Beast — A spiritual mark on unbelievers (in contrast to the Seal of God)

Gog and Magog — The people of the earth

Beast, First — Empire (Daniel’s last beast, fragmented remnant of the Roman Empire);
exercises the Dragon’s authority.

Beast, Second — Empire, arises in time of the first beast of Revelation and works with it.

Beast out of the Sea; the First Beast

Beast out of the Earth; the Second Beast

False Prophet — The Second Beast

Demonic Beings (Fallen Angels)

Locusts — Demons

Red Dragon — Satan, the Devil, the Ancient Serpent

The (Ancient) Serpent — The Serpent of the Garden of Eden in Genesis; the Red Dragon
Devil — The Accuser; the Red Dragon

Satan — The Adversary; the Red Dragon

Stars of the sky (as affected by the Dragon) — Fallen angels (demons).

(The Dragon’s) angels — Demons

Present Dwelling Place and Immediate Presence God
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Temple of God

Throne (in heaven) — The place where God rules and judges

Altar (in heaven) — Altar of Incense; where God hears the prayers of the saints in heaven
Mount Zion

Heaven



God’s plan for the ages
Seven Sealed Scroll
God’s means for executing his plan for the ages

White Horse and Rider — Gospel of Jesus Christ
Little Scroll — The Gospel of Jesus Christ

Fiery Red Horse and Rider - Wars

Black Horse and Rider - Famine and Pestilence

Pale (Green) Horse and Rider — Death

Golden Bowls Full of Incense — Prayers of the Saints

God’s means of restraining wicked spiritual beings

Abyss — A temporary holding place for some especially wicked and
rebellious fallen angels (Satan/demons).

God’s remaining timeframe for his church

Great Tribulation — The whole tribulation, spanning from the time of
Jesus until His return

42 months; the Great Tribulation

Time, Times, and Half a Time; the Great Tribulation

1,260 Days; the Great Tribulation

God’s timeframe for temporarily restraining Satan and wickedness

1000 years — a period spanning all or most of the Great Tribulation
Euphrates — Boundary between God'’s people and the nations

God’s Day of Wrath or Judgment

Bowls of Wrath, Seven — The Final Outpouring of God’s Wrath on Satan’s
kingdom
Last Plagues, Seven — See the Bowls of Wrath

Final Battle
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Armageddon — final battle; God’s kingdom vs Satan’s kingdom
Battle of Gog and Magog — See Armageddon
Great Supper of God — See Armageddon

Final Destination for the lost and rebellious and all wicked ideas

Lake of Fire — Final destination for death, beasts, Satan and all

unsaved.

The Outcome for the Saints

Wedding of the Lamb — Whole church forever together with God

Popular Views of Revelation

The following charts and summaries are representative and are by no means exhaustive or
exclusive. Within most portrayed positions there are various secondary beliefs potentially
adjusting each of the charts. | can’t begin to cover each of those variations, nor are they

necessary to this work.

Judgment

Preterism Fall of Jerusalem (70 AD) / at Death

Eternal State

2nd Coming of Christ (parousia)
Rapture?

OT Israel @ Last Days of Israel (30-70 AD)

Eternal Kingdom on Earth
New Heaven's & Earth
Pompey conquers . . Millennium
Jerusalem (63 BC) Tribulation (66 AD) New Jerusalem

(Rise of last

days power) Church Replaces Israel

Preterism is an eschatological view holding all (or the vast majority) of last days references to
refer to events which took place in the first century A.D. following the birth of Jesus. They
associate most of those events with the period surrounding Jerusalem’s destruction (and the
temple in 70). The word “Preterism” comes from the Latin word “praeter,” meaning “past” (or
“praeterito,” meaning “the past”), as it holds past fulfillment of these prophecies. Specifically,



it interprets Revelation as having past or continuing fulfillment. Many Preterists are not true
full Preterists, better represented by Partial Preterism (see next).

Fall of Jerusalem (70 AD) Great White Throne
of Judgment

Partial Preterism 2nd Coming of Christ (parousia)

OT lsrael Rapture

Eternal Kingdom on Earth
New Heaven's & Earth
Pompey conquers

. . Millennium
Jerusalem (63 BC) Tribulation (66-70 AD) New Jerusalem
(Rise of last

days power) Church replaces Israel

Last Days of Israel (30-70 AD)

Eternal State

Partial Preterism finds fulfillment of most last days prophecies in the events up to and
surrounding A.D. 70. It further holds that most of Revelation had past fulfillment, associating
Babylon the Great (Revelation 17-18) with ancient pagan Rome or Jerusalem. Some adherents,
separate the term “Last Days” from the “Last Day.” The last days refer to the last days of the
Mosaic covenant, using 70 A.D. as a terminus. They view Jerusalem and the temple’s
destruction as God’s judgment of the last days, a coming of Jesus Christ. In contrast, they
consider the “Last Day” a future event. Only then, Jesus Christ’s final coming includes God’s
resurrection of the just and unjust, plus the final judgment. Some partial Preterists accept the
New Heavens and New Earth to be a literal recreation, as part of the everlasting state. My
chart does not show this variant which replaces the covenantal (figurative) and continuing state
of the present church on the chart. Partial Preterists commonly hold to a form of Amillennialism
or postmillennialism.

Amillennial Second Coming
Kingdom of God is now (Spiritual Millennial Reign) @
OT lIsrael Church on earth is in tribulation %
©
£
Israel replaced by the church / a
L

Final Rebellion
General
Resurrection

Judgment



Amillennialism is an eschatological view holding that Christ now reigns through the Church. The
“1000 years” of Revelation chapter twenty is a symbolic reference to the present time,
spanning church history from Jesus until the end. The word “Amillennial” stems from Greek
where “@” means “no.” This makes the title a negative “no millennial.” Therefore some prefer
the term “realized millennialism” which becomes a positive statement of belief versus a
negative. Amillennialists also hold that God bound Satan during this age, stopping him from
preventing the spread of the gospel. Most Amillennialists hold to replacement theology
(“supersessionism”), viewing Israel as the people of God in the Old Testament and the church
as the people of God in the New Testament onward.

) . Second
Postmillennial Coming
Christ rules earth

70 AD through the church o

OT Israel Tribulation Evangelization Millennium ©

n

[

Society gradually gets better —> o

Church replaces Israel or Israel not in view w

Resurrection

The Last Days of all for Judgment
(30-70 AD)

Some additionally hold to this being accomplished by...
Theonomy
(Biblical law is basis for all governments: individual, family, church, and civil)
Christian Reconstructionism
Dominion Theology
(Kingdom will be established
through political and/or military means)

Postmillennialists hold the millennium as an era during which Christ reigns over the earth. The
1000 years does not need to be literal nor does there need to be a literal and earthly throne.
God’s reign is through the gradual increase and spread of the Gospel. Evil continues during the
Millennium, but gradually declines. The increasing influence of the gospel results in a more
peaceful and prosperous world. Christ’s physical return, and the final everlasting state, comes
only after Christianity has triumphed in the world.
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Second

Historic Premillennial Rapture Coming g at white
Throne of

Great Judgment o

OT Israel Church Age Tribulation Millennium %

©

=

o

Church has replaced Israel —} w

Jesus Physically
Reigns on Earth
for 1000 Years

The label “historic” distinguishes this from more recent forms of premillennial thought and
highlights that many in the early church substantially held to this. It is post-tribulation
premillennialism. It views the second coming of Jesus, the return of Jesus, as following the
tribulation and before a thousand year reign on earth. Not every adherent agrees with the
statement “the Church has replaced Israel.” Others would claim “the Church was grafted into
Israel and becomes part of true (spiritual) Israel.”

Second
Dispensational Premillennial Coming  Great White
Great Throne of
Tribulation Judgment
OT Israel Church Age (7 years) Millennium %
®
c
o
L

1I 213‘1 Jesus Physically

Reigns on Earth

Rapture for 1000 Years

(Four Major Views)
1. Pre Tribulation
2. Mid Tribulation

3. Pre Wrath
4. Post Tribulation

Israel Returns
Temple is Rebuilt
Israel Key Figure in Tribulation
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Dispensational Premillennialism is a modern form of Premillennialism. Its earliest proponents
were John Nelson Darby (lived 1800-1882 A.D.) and the Plymouth Brethren movement.
Widespread circulation came through the popular (Cyrus) Scofield Reference Bible. In common
with Historic Premillennialism they see the return of Jesus before a 1000-year reign on earth.
When the second coming of Jesus occurs is the greatest difference, either before or during the
Tribulation. Pre-Tribulation thought has been the predominate view and spread through many
books and novels (including the Left Behind series). Dispensationalism hinges on their view of
Israel, seeing Scriptures as sharply divided between the church and Israel, with even the New
Testament having passages focused on national Israel versus the church. They hold that
promises to Israel still await fulfillment, including a necessary future third temple in Jerusalem.
They understand the church age as a spiritual parenthesis brought about by Jewish rejection of
the Messiah by national Israel. Following the church age, God returns to His original plan, only
then fulfilling all the promises they view as remaining for national Israel.

Biblical usage of Numbers and Numeric Symbolism

Numbers, or numeric values, are commonplace throughout the Bible in the Old and New
Testaments. Today we use numbers to describe literal quantities. In similar manner the
authors of Scriptures reported factual quantities. Still, some numbers have no intent to be
literal or represent a precise quantity. We sometimes round numbers for simplicity; sometimes
ancient writers did the same. Some values are intentionally symbolic. Used symbolically, a
number may still refer to a literal quantity but not always. With intent, the symbolic value
conveys a sense beyond the literal number.

While symbolic use of numbers or quantities exists throughout the Bible, it reaches its peak in
prophetic books and none greater than in the final book of Scriptures; the book of Revelation.

This study provides a basic understanding of the use of particular numbers in Scriptures as a
whole and the Book of Revelation in specific. I'll leave it to others for a more exhaustive look at
this subject. Since many use various terms for the study of numbers in Scriptures, for the
record, let me say what this study isn’t.

#1. This is not numerology. Numerology studies numbers, such as figures in a birth date, and
their supposed influence on human affairs.

#2. This is not gematria (alt. gammatria), though it does include one scriptural example of this.
Gematria is a cabbalistic (alt. Kabbalistic, Jewish mysticism) method of interpreting Scriptures
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which substitutes a particular word for another word whose letters give the same numerical
sum.

In fairness, more detail is required. Gematria is a Hebrew word adopted from a Greek word
meaning “to reckon by numbers.” By the inter-testament period and onward, this practice had
gained some following within Judaism. Immediately following the era of apostles, one Rabbi
(Eliezer ben Jose the Galilean, writing around 130-160 AD) listed gematria as the 29" of 32
hermeneutical rules. While the extra-biblical Jewish books of the Talmud and Midrash use
some gematria, it is far expanded and taken to extremes in the Kabbalah. Influence of this
Jewish practice impacted some early church schools of thought. Irenaeus spends time (around
180) refuting some of the foolishness that stemmed from gematria in his work “Against
Heresies” (see especially Book 1, Chapter 15).

Gematria has a fundamental problem. Regardless of patterns, likenesses, and perceived
matches, the interpreter can embrace any wanted meaning. Believers, cults, and anyone with
an agenda, readily misuse this ambiguity. This vagueness allowed a Roman graffiti artist to
keep his lover’s name secret, while openly expressing his love for her. On the walls of ancient
Pompeii he wrote “I love her whose number is 545.” Ignoring this, some current teachers
embrace gematria as a legitimate form of interpretation.

This method of bible interpretation can almost randomly tie disparate and unrelated passages
together. For example; one of God’s titles is Alpha and Omega (Revelation 1:8; 21:6; 22:13).
Take the Greek values for Alpha and Omega; they add up to 801. The Greek word “Creator”
and “Dove” share this value of 801. Using gematria, they tie Romans 1:25 and Matthew 3:16 to
those Revelation passages, solely because the first uses the Greek word for “Creator” and the
second “Dove.”

A speculated example of gematria in Old Testament Scriptures comes from Genesis 14:14:

Genesis 14:14 When Abram heard that his relative had been taken captive, he called out
the 318 trained men born in his household and went in pursuit as far as Dan. (NIV)

The given number of trained men happens to equal the value for the name Eliezer (1 + 30 + 10
+ 70+ 7 + 200), mentioned a few verses later:

Genesis 15:2-3 But Abram said, "O Sovereign Lord, what can you give me since | remain
childless and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?" 3 And Abram
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said, "You have given me no children; so a servant in my household will be my heir."
(NIV)

The imagined significance of this is boundless, with endless and subjective possibilities. In the
entirety of Scriptures there is only one clear example intentionally employed gematria. The
Apostle John penned this one instance in the book of Revelation:

Revelation 13:16-18 He also forced everyone, small and great, rich and poor, free and
slave, to receive a mark on his right hand or on his forehead, 17 so that no one could
buy or sell unless he had the mark, which is the name of the beast or the number of his
name. 18 This calls for wisdom. If anyone has insight, let him calculate the number of
the beast, for it is man's number. His number is 666. (NIV)

Here the text clearly claims the 666 is the number of his name. This allows a general
confirmation to the identity of this individual, but nothing specific. Merely having a value of
666 doesn’t make anyone the beast of Revelation. The balance of the provided description
becomes important and necessary. Only extra evidence combined with this gematria would
enable identification of this entity. This presumes the author gave more information elsewhere
to make such a specific identification, if that was his intent.

Foolish end-times speculation, related to gematria, includes:

”

A. The mark of the beast is “www.” They provide the following method as their proof. The
Hebrew letter Vav, with a numeric value of 6, is the equivalent to our “w.” Therefore they
claim www is 666. This is not correct or applicable to Revelation 13:16-18 for two reasons. The
value of a name or word is the combined sum of the letters, not merely positioning them side-
by-side. The abbreviation “www” has a correct value of 18. Many combinations do add up to
666. Not this one. Second, verse 17 clearly says that it is the number of a “name” and “www”

is not a name. This is foolish and unscriptural speculation.

B. Barack Hussein Obama = 666. They got this from numbering his name in this fashion:

BARACK HUSSEIN OBAMA
123456 1234561 23456

A technique like this is not gematria; rather it is a random and inconsistent number pattern.
Such methods easily arrive at the same value of 666 for other major individuals including
Ronald Wilson Reagan.
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C. One method created the following pattern: A=6; B=12; C=18, D=24, continuing in steps of six
for the next letters, until: Z=156. With this table, “COMPUTER” makes 666:
18+90+78+96+126+120+30+108 = 666. Many combinations arrive at 666 using the same chart,
including “NEW YORK” and “DEUTSCHLAND".

D. The full name of Bill Gates, of Microsoft fame, is William Henry Gates Ill. This method and
calculation uses his common identification of Bill Gates (lll). By converting the letters of his
name into their ASCII values (lowercase letters), and by adding 3, we get 666. The formula: b
(66) +1(73) +1(76) +1(76) + g (71) + a (65) + t (84) + e (69) + s (83) + Il (3) = 666.

Multitudes of such speculations are in circulation (try a web search), all equally foolish and
without merit.

Many scholars make claims similar to this: “Caesar Nero (or as typically written Nero Caesar)
was commonly known to have a name value of 666.” They claim this was a subtle and veiled
way of identifying this specific Caesar. Preterists employ such arguments because it makes at
least a portion of the book of Revelation to be about first century events and perhaps history
and not prophecy. Nero ruled from 54-68 A.D. in the middle of the first century. Revelation, by
most signs, dates to around 95-96 A.D., written toward the end of the first century.

Adding to their Nero assumptions; a few early manuscripts have a variant to the 666 number.
In these manuscripts of Revelation the number reads 616.

Manuscripts having this variant include: Codex Ephraemi Resciptus (CO4, circa 450 A.D.), the
Old Latin version of Tyconius, an ancient Armenian Lectionary (Conybaere or Conybeare), and
Greek Papyrus 115 (circa 225-275). The Codex Ephraemi even has the number 616 written out
as words (specifically “six hundred and sixteen”) and not merely as letters used for numbers
(literally “616”). Irenaeus (who died in 202 A.D.) affirmed the number should read 666, but also
reported that he knew of several scribal errors of the number including 616. [I provided a
lengthy excerpt of his comments on this in my remarks on Revelation 13:18. Jerome mentioned
one “probable solution” identifying Rome, or the Latins, as the last kingdom seen by Daniel, but
recognized it as one of many possibilities. “Lateinos” in Greek:
30+1+300+5+10+50+70+200=666]. By the late 4™ century, Jerome (who lived circa 347-420 AD)
had adopted the 616 value. He believed 666 was an intentional substitute for 616 as an analogy
with 888 (gematria for “Jesus” in Greek), or because it was a “triangular number,” a sum of the
first 36 numbers (1+2+3+4+5... +36=666).
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Those who claim “Nero Caesar” to be what the number 666 was pointing to cite the 616 as
added proof. In Greek, Nero Caesar is the equivalent of “Neron Kaisar.” In Latin it's “Nero
Kaisar.” The first converts to 666, the second converts to 616. Having manuscripts with
alternate values shows that someone may have “corrected,” or tried to clarify, a manuscript.
The change might have resulted from later supposition over the historic figure John was
referencing. Many “maybes” fuel this speculation. Spoiler alert: Manuscript evidence is
inconclusive whether 616 or 666 is the original. This becomes one of the rare times we cannot
clearly deduce the original from available textual evidence.

This speculation has a primary problem. To arrive at 666 or 616 they take the Greek or Latin
spellings of Nero Caesar but then use Hebrew values for the letters. If John was writing a Greek
book to a predominately Greek audience, the Gematria would logical be using Greek values.
Besides, | found no evidence the early church recognized Nero in this number at all. It wasn’t
until the 1830s that some German scholars began to promote this idea. (Commodianus, who
lived circa 200-270 A.D., did try to associate a resurrected Nero, “raised up from hell,” with the
second beast of Revelation — see his “The Instructions of Commodianus.” Yet this ancient
association had no basis in gematria or the values of 666 or 616).

Speculation over what language to use for these gematria values has long existed. Victorinus
was the earliest commentary writer on the Book of Revelation in the west (writing in the middle
to late third century). He was a Latin writer, so this influenced his understanding:

For as far as belongs to the Greek letters, they fill up this number and name; which
name if you wish to turn into Latin, it is understood by the antiphrase Diclux, which
letters are reckoned in this manner: since D figures five hundred, | one, C a hundred, L
fifty, V five, X ten,-which by the reckoning up of the letters makes similarly six hundred
and sixty-six, that is, what in Greek gives teitan, to wit, what in Latin is called Diclux; by
which name, expressed by anti-phrases, we understand Antichrist, who, although he be
cut off from the supernal light, and deprived thereof, yet transforms himself into an
angel of light, daring to call himself light. (Victorinus, Commentary on the Apocalypse,
Chapter 13)

Other interesting gematria speculations in the New Testament include:

John 21:4-11 Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not
realize that it was Jesus. 5 He called out to them, "Friends, haven't you any fish?" "No,"
they answered. 6 He said, "Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will
find some." When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large
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number of fish. 7 Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord!" As
soon as Simon Peter heard him say, "It is the Lord," he wrapped his outer garment
around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into the water. 8 The other disciples
followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were not far from shore, about
a hundred yards. 9 When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish
on it, and some bread. 10 Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish you have just
caught." 11 Simon Peter climbed aboard and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large
fish, 153, but even with so many the net was not torn. (NIV)

The fish in Greek is “ixthus” or “ichthys.” The five Greek letters that comprise this word
(“IXOY2”) add up to 1224, which is 8 x 153. Finding the 153 is significant (from verse 11), for
those seeking it.

One final example of New Testament gematria speculation has an Old Testament tie-in:

Galatians 3:17 What | mean is this: The law, introduced 430 years later, does not set
aside the covenant previously established by God and thus do away with the promise.
(NIV)

Exodus 12:40 Now the length of time the Israelite people lived in Egypt was 430 years.
(NIV)

n u

The Greek word for “law,” “nomos,” has a gematria of 430. Israel received the law 430 years
after they were in Egypt. The match of these two numbers is held to be significant, as usual, in
some vague manner. Gematria speculation continues, filling volumes, and nothing is proven

apart from opinion.

#3. This is not Bible codes: A belief there are secret messages hidden throughout patterns
found in Scriptures. Many books exist to refute this imaginative and speculative method.

#4. This is not isopsephy (pronounced ‘aiso-sefi’): Adding up the numerical values of the letters
in a word to form a single number.

#5. This is not theomatics: A numerological study of the Greek and Hebrew, based on gematria
and isopsephia, to prove the direct intervention of God in the writing of Scriptures.

Though sometimes mistakenly referred to by the previous terms, simply put, the following is
merely a study on the uses of numbers in Scriptures. The Bible writers did not do this to be
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secretive or hidden. Our view of these numbers must echo how the original readers interpreted
them. [A modern example would be how someone in North American would commonly
understand Friday the 13™. VYes, it is a literal day. Yet, any hearing this date automatically add
extra significance, especially by those who are superstitious].

Three uses of numbers in Scriptures
- Literal (conventional specific and rounded)

The Bible uses numbers in their literal sense to account for quantities of items and people
throughout the pages of Scriptures. Notably God starts off the Bible by quantifying the days of
Creation. Today, many claim this is nonliteral, or figurative. But nothing within the text, word-
usage, or context says the author intended anything other than a literal understanding of these
seven days of Creation.

The Bible regularly uses numbers to express literal quantities. Examples include: the number of
daughters of Laban (two, Genesis 29:6), the number of years Jacob served for Rachel (seven,
Genesis 29:18, 20), and the number of female goats Jacob presented Esau (200, Genesis 32:14).

Casual use of rounded values existed, even as we do today. For example: the circumference
and diameter of Solomon’s bronze sea (1 Kings 7:23 and 2 Chronicles 4:2). The text uses
rounded numbers (which makes a calculated Pl to only be a rounded 3, still a valid
approximation). The census lists of Israel in Numbers chapter 1 are all rounded to the nearest
hundred. In fact, Moses even uses a round number (600,000) when speaking to God about the
people (Numbers 11:21) though he knew and recorded a more specific number (603,550) a few
chapters earlier (Numbers 2:32).

Round number represent literal, specific, and finite groups. Estimating or making the value
memorable through rounding does not, in any way, detract from this. We commonly do the
same today. | might say call it a decade when in reality it has been 9 years and 3 months; my
intent is to still suggest a literal passage of time.

- Rhetorical (for style or effect)
Occasionally numbers appear as a literary device within some Bible passages. Again, this is

something we casually do today. For example, | might say something similar to, “I’ll give you a
thought or two!” | then might only give one thought, or perhaps three thoughts. My statement
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is merely to give emphasis, showing that | strongly have an opinion | want to express. In such
cases there is no intent for symbolic meaning or to represent literal amounts.

The book of Proverbs provides excellent example of a literary practice known as “X, X+1
parallelism”...

Proverbs 30:15b "There are three things that are never satisfied, four that never say,
‘Enough!': (NIV)

Proverbs 30:18 "There are three things that are too amazing for me, four that | do not
understand: (NIV)

Proverbs 30:21 "Under three things the earth trembles, under four it cannot bear up:
(NIV)

Proverbs 30:29 "There are three things that are stately in their stride, four that move
with stately bearing: (NIV)

In each of these cases the author uses the numerical statement to intensify his expressed
thought. Immediately following the “three to four things” statement of emphasis, the Hebrew
writer then gives the four examples he had in mind. Another Biblical writer, using this style of
emphasis, did so in a slightly different fashion.

Amos 1:3 This is what the Lord says: "For three sins of Damascus, even for four, | will
not turn back [my wrath]. (NIV)

Amos 1:6 This is what the Lord says: "For three sins of Gaza, even for four, | will not
turn back [my wrath]. (NIV)

Amos 1:9 This is what the Lord says: "For three sins of Tyre, even for four, | will not
turn back [my wrath]. (NIV, see also Amos 1:11; 1:13; 2:1; 2:4; 2:6)

Amos has no intent to express the exact number of grievances against each nation or cited
entity. The “three to four” expression is merely to intensify or stress the thought. As few as
one example is then given. Yet, it does imply extra examples — there are many other unnamed
sins.
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Alphabetical numbering of a text is a related rhetorical form that also creates a progressive
structuring of the text. The best examples come from Psalms. Psalm 119 is visibly twenty-two
stanzas, one each for every letter of the Hebrew alphabet. The increasing numbering of the
letters imparts the idea of a progression from the beginning to the end (A-Z) on his topic.

- Symbolic.

Imagine reading a line of a modern text and seeing “IV” as part of a sentence. You may read it
is being an abbreviation for “intravenous therapy” or, less likely, the Roman numerals meaning

lIIII

“four.” Other possibilities exist. The could represent a pronoun referring to author or it

could also represent the number “1.” On older typewriters a lowercase “I” could also represent
the numeric value of 1. Nowadays it has become increasingly rare to use anything but numeric

characters when expressing numeric values.

Unlike our modern practice, ancient Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek, commonly used letters to
represent numbers. For example, the first letter of the Greek alphabet represented “1”, Beta
“2”, lota “10”, P1 “80” and Sigma “200.”

Similar to our use of Roman numerals in our recent past, context alone identifies whether the
Greek, Hebrew or Aramaic letters represent numbers or letters. The ancients recognized a side
effect of this numbering. Every word results in a numeric value even if there was no original
intent. For example, the Greek word for “world (kosmos)” has a value of 600. Equally, all
personal names have a representative numeric value. For example, Jesus in Greek has a
numeric sum of 888.

People today try to read symbolism into all kinds of objects, with various forms of mysticism
rooted in such a belief. The same took place even in ancient times, sometimes needing complex
calculations, or secret knowledge, mysticism, and word games. Number symbolism in the Bible
is typically different and visibly recognizable. The text usually explains the symbolism through
common use or sometimes directly clarifies it. But being recognizable includes using numerical
ideas common to the cultures of their time. Extra-biblical or near-eastern period literature,
having the same potential readership, commonly features some of these uses of numbers.
Commonplace use proves no intent to hide the symbolism; rather it has known public meaning.

Symbolic use of numbers includes Hyperbole (an extravagant but nonliteral figure of speech).
Its occasional use in Scriptures signals the vastness of a number. For example:
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Daniel 7:10b Thousands upon thousands attended him; ten thousand times ten
thousand stood before him. (NIV)

Daniel did not intend for his readers to add up these numbers to arrive at a literal value.
Rather, the goal was to express a vast and innumerable multitude, “hosts” as another text
would describe the same scene (e.g. 1 Kings 22:19). Other hyperbolic examples include Psalms
68:17, Hebrew 12:22, Jude 14, and Revelation 5:11.

While many specific numbers are used symbolically (7, 10, 12, etc.,) not every use of that
number is symbolic. Typically, the context makes clear the intent but seemingly not always. In
a few Scriptural cases symbolic or literal use remains under debate. Perhaps the greatest
example of this is Revelation 20:1-6, about a thousand year reign of Christ. The nature of this
number drives a continuing controversy and division among those studying eschatology.
Dispensationalists and Amillennialists best show the gap. One holds to a literal thousand-year
reign and the other to a figurative thousand year period. While there is no perfect formula or
method for resolving every disputed passage (which helps explain why they remain disputed), a
few principles should direct the reader.

1) Consider the genre of literature in that particular passage. Poetic and apocalyptic
passages may use literal values but they are typically more open to using many other
types.

2) s the surrounding passage figurative? Numbers found in a figurative passage are more
likely figurative.

3) Is the number used symbolically elsewhere in Scriptures? Numbers used symbolically in
one place in Scriptures often find similar use elsewhere in the Bible. This likelihood
increases when employed within the same letter, or book, or specific author.

4) Does the specific author commonly use that number (or numbers in general) in a
symbolic way. If so, consistency stresses the first consideration continues to be
symbolic, unless immediate context shows otherwise.

Specifics

The following examination of specific values is not exhaustive; rather these examples provide a
summary and guideline for further study.

One (1)
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Many studies of number symbolism quickly start with higher values than one. Yet, within
common use, it represents more than a mere single count. The Hebrew word for one is
“echad” or “ehad,” and is pronounced “eck-awd”. A simplified definition of this Hebrew word
stresses both the value and its symbolism:

A numerical adjective meaning one, first, once, altogether, only, the same.

Greek has multiple words which translate as “one,” for example “heis” and “mia”. Within their
various uses all the meanings encompassed in the Hebrew word are still in view. Overall, the
number one represents unity and primacy (i.e. first), plus it excludes difference. In passages
where this representative meaning is part of the sense and understanding of the text, use of
the number can (and typically does) simultaneously express the literal numerical quantity of
one.

Genesis 2:24 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his
wife, and they will become one flesh. (NIV, also Malachi 2:15)

Genesis 11:1, 6 Now the whole world had one language and a common speech. ... 6
The Lord said, "If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to do this,
then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them. (NIV)

Deuteronomy 6:4 Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. (NIV)

Ezekiel 34:23 | will place over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he will tend
them; he will tend them and be their shepherd. (NIV)

Zechariah 14:9 And the Lord shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be
one Lord, and his name one. (KJV)

Matthew 23:8-10 "But you are not to be called 'Rabbi,' for you have only one Master
and you are all brothers. 9 And do not call anyone on earth 'father,' for you have one
Father, and he is in heaven. 10 Nor are you to be called 'teacher,' for you have one
Teacher, the Christ. (NIV)

John 10:30 | and the Father are one." (NIV)

Romans 12:5 so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs
to all the others. (NIV)
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1 Corinthians 12:12-13 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in one
Spirit we were all baptized into one body— Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were
made to drink of one Spirit. (ESV)

Ephesians 4:4-6 There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one
hope that belongs to your call— 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and
Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. (ESV)

Two (2)

In contrast to the unity of “1,” the number two represents “another.” The extra emerges to
complement or oppose the first. Unlike “1,” two affirms a difference or a division in some
manner. The number two can reveal opposing or matching objects or ideas: first, a contrast (or
division) and, second, agreement or unity (“both”; by two that are different).

Contrasts of two fill the Bible, for example:

- Light and Dark (Luke 11:35-36; John 12:35; Romans 2:19; Isaiah 50:10)

- First Adam, Last Adam (1 Corinthians 15:22, 45)

- 0Old Covenant, New Covenant (Jeremiah 31:31-32; Luke 22:20; Hebrews 8:8-9, 9:15)
- Jacob, Esau (Romans 9:13; Malachi 1:2-3)

- The Potter’s two vessels (Romans 9:21)

- Old Creation, New Creation (2 Corinthians 5:17)

- Two ways (Matthew 7:13 “broad” or “narrow” road)

- Godvs. Man (Romans 3:4 “Let God be true, and every man a liar.”)

Unity of two, who are different, is part of marriage:

Genesis 2:24 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to
his wife, and they will become one flesh. (NIV)

Unity extends beyond marriage, as expressed by Amos...

Amos 3:3 Do two walk together unless they have agreed to do so? (NIV)
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Two different people agreeing are the minimum basis for judicial decisions, both in the Old
Testament Law and in the church.

John 8:17 In your own Law it is written that the testimony of two men is valid. (NIV, see
also Numbers 35:30; Deuteronomy 17:6, 19:15; Matthew 18:16; 2 Corinthians 13:1; 1
Timothy 5:19; Hebrews 10:28)

A last example, in the words of Jesus, pictures the twofold law of God, which is in complete
unity even though each command deals with seemingly different matters (i.e. Relationship with
God and relationship with humankind).

Matthew 22:37-40 Jesus replied: "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with
all your soul and with all your mind.' 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39
And the second is like it: '‘Love your neighbor as yourself." 40 All the Law and the
Prophets hang on these two commandments." (NIV)

Other significant “twos” include:

e Jesus’ dual nature: Divine and Human (Fully God, Fully man. John 5:25, 27)

e Two types of people: Sheep and Goats (Matthew 25:32-33)

e Two Covenants (Testaments): Old and New (Luke 22:20; 2 Corinthians 3:6, 14)

e Two Ages: Present age and the age to come. (Matthew 12:32; Mark 10:30; Luke 18:30)

Three (3)

In the ancient Near East the number three already had an association with the sacred, apart
from Judaism. Even the pagans saw significance in a number that had a beginning, middle, and
end, which they felt represented an all-inclusive and ordered whole. Their common view of the
universe was also threefold: underworld, earth, heaven. Further, the family unit was a
foundation of early society, also a threefold unit: father, mother, and children.

Biblically, the number three represents divine perfection and completion. Only seven finds
greater symbolic use than three in Scriptures.

Three is the first of four perfect numbers.

e Three represents divine perfection and completion
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e Seven shows spiritual perfection and completion
e Ten stands for ordinal perfection
e Twelve symbolizes governmental perfection.

Threes appear in many ways throughout the Bible...

e God’s uncreated attributes: Omniscient, Omnipresent, and Omnipotent

e God’s uncreated and unified existence: Father, Son & Holy Spirit

e God’s uncreated eternalness: Was, Is, Is to Come (Revelation 1:4; Revelation 4:8) or
Yesterday, Today, Forever (Hebrews 13:8)

e God’s created framework of time: Past, Present, Future
e God’s created limits of human action: Thought, Word, and Deed
e God'’s created special creation: (Humans) Body, Soul & Spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:23)

Consider the threefold priestly blessing given in the Old Testament...

Numbers 6:23-27 "Tell Aaron and his sons, 'This is how you are to bless the Israelites.
Say to them: 24 ""™The Lord bless you and keep you; 25 the Lord make his face shine
upon you and be gracious to you; 26 the Lord turn his face toward you and give you
peace." ' 27 "So they will put my name on the Israelites, and | will bless them." (NIV)

This blessing has three parts, together representing complete and divine perfection. It is God’s
perfect blessing and it is God’s complete blessing. It also represents God’s triune name.

Other threes in Scriptures, directly about God, include:

e God’s tri-fold Holiness (Jesus too!): holy, holy, holy (Revelation 4:8; Isaiah 6:3)

e Jesus’ threefold office: prophet, priest, king.

e Jesus’ heavenly identity: the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler
of the kings of the earth (Revelation 1:5)

e Jesus’ identity as savior: the way, the truth, the life (John 14:6)

Threes don’t have to reference God specifically. Acts of God (direct or indirect) come in threes,
suggesting perfect or complete action. Examples abound in the Book of Revelation:
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e Three angels — Revelation 8:13

e Three plagues (fire, smoke, sulfur) — Revelation 9:18

e Three evil spirits — Revelation 16:13 (God sent these three spirits, released by the
actions of the sixth angel acting on God’s behalf.)

e City split into three parts — Revelation 16:19

e Three gates (on each side of the city) — Revelation 21:13

This example of the use of “three” reveals a tri-part portion of God’s means of perfecting
humankind:

e The excellent or better way (1 Corinthians 12:31): faith, hope, love (2 Corinthians 13:13)

In each of the preceding, though including symbolic use of the number three, it does not
exclude the passage from referencing three literal objects, ideas, or beings.

Scriptures include many threefold signs. Consider these New Testament examples:

Matthew 26:34 "l tell you the truth," Jesus answered, "this very night, before the
rooster crows, you will disown me three times." (NIV)

Acts 10:11-16 [Peter] saw heaven opened and something like a large sheet being let
down to earth by its four corners. 12 It contained all kinds of four-footed animals, as
well as reptiles of the earth and birds of the air. 13 Then a voice told him, "Get up,
Peter. Kill and eat." 14 "Surely not, Lord!" Peter replied. "l have never eaten anything
impure or unclean." 15 The voice spoke to him a second time, "Do not call anything
impure that God has made clean." 16 This happened three times, and immediately the
sheet was taken back to heaven. (NIV)

Jesus’ temptation by the devil (Matthew 4:1-11)

This style of threefold sign appears in the Old Testament, including Samuel’s call by God (1
Samuel 3:2-10) and Elijah’s raising a boy to life (1 Kings 17:21). A sign given in the Old
Testament, yet fulfilled in the New is also worth examining. The greatest sign ever given, that
Jesus personally applied to his death, burial, and resurrection, also used a value of three.
Consider the sign of Jonah:

Jonah 1:17 But the Lord provided a great fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was inside
the fish three days and three nights. (NIV)
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Matthew 12:39-40 [Jesus] answered, "A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a
miraculous sign! But none will be given it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. 40 For as
Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will
be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. (NIV)

This “three” represented a perfect and complete action by God, while simultaneously standing
for a literal three days and nights as God planned and carried out.

Scattered throughout Scriptures are a host of triple references on the passage of time. These
include three days, three months, three years and three different times (Genesis 40:12,18;
Exodus 2:2; 10:22; 2 Samuel 24:13; Isaiah 20:3; Jonah 1:17; Matthew 15:32; Luke 2:46; 13:7;
Acts 9:9; 2 Corinthians 12:8)

Finally, a phrase or word thrice repeated was also a method of expressing the highest degree (a
superlative) in ancient times. This adds further meaning to passages such as Isaiah 6:3. The
thrice repeated holy also expresses holy, holier, and holiest.

Four (4)

Four was a sacred number in many ancient cultures, including the pagan nations of the Near
East. A primary association was direction, notably the cardinal points of the compass. Even
thousands of years before Christ there are various references to the entire earth using phrases
such as “the four corners” or “the four quarters.”

Biblical use is similar, yet focused on God. The number four represents God’s creation and all
created objects. Fourfold illustration commonly describe earthly creation and items of this
world. Yet, reference to created beings in the presence of God in heaven also employ similar.

Key examples of the number four include:

- Four seasons (Genesis 8:22)

- Four living creatures (Revelation 4:6; 4:8; 5:6; 5:8; 5:14; 6:1; 6:6; 7:11; 14:3; 15:7;
19:4)

- Four angelic/living creatures (Ezekiel 1:1-26; 10:9-14, 21; Revelation 4:6; 5:6,8,14;
6:1; 15:7; 19:4)

- Four angels (Revelation 7:1-2; 9:14; 9:15)

- Four corners of the earth (Revelation 7:1; 20:8; Ezekiel 7:2; Isaiah 11:12)
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Four winds (Revelation 7:1; Jeremiah 49:36; Ezekiel 37:9; Matthew 24:31)

The number “4” appears often in apocalyptic literature, perhaps because it deals so much with
God’s final plan for His creation. Added “fours” found in the book of Revelation include:

Tribe, Language, People and nation” (5:9)

Praise, Honor, Glory and Power” (5:13)

Sword, Famine, Disease and Wild Beasts” (6:8) [See also Ezekiel 14:21; Jeremiah
15:3]

Peals of thunder, Rumblings, Flashes of lightning and an Earthquake” (8:5; 16:18)
Murders, Witchcraft, Fornication, and Thefts” (9:21)

Peoples, Nations, Languages and Kings” (10:11)

Harps, Musicians, Flutists and Trumpeters” (18:22)

In summary, four represents God's creation — as He made it and how it became. (The phrase
“the one who lives forever and ever” directly highlights God’s uncreated nature and rule over
His creation. Not coincidentally the phrase appears four times in the book of Revelation. See
Revelation 4:9, 10; 10:6; 15:7).

Consider the fourfold terminology the Bible uses to describe the divisions of peoples on the
earth. While the order and wording varies, the fourfold description remains.

Old Testament

Territories, clans, nations, language. (Genesis 10:5)

Clans, languages, territories, nations. (Genesis 10:20)

Clans (KJV families OT:4940), languages (OT:3956), territories (KJV lands OT:776),
nations (OT:1471). (Genesis 10:31)

Revelation (NT)
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Tribe, language, people, nation. (Revelation 5:9)

Nation (NT:1484), tribe (KIV “kindreds” NT:5443), people (NT:2992), language
(NT:1100). (Revelation 7:9)

People, nations, languages, kings (Revelation 10:11)

People, tribe, language, nation (Revelation 11:9)

Tribe, people, language, nation (Revelation 13:7)



e Nation, tribe, language, people (Revelation 14:6)
e People, multitudes, nations, languages (Revelation 17:15)

Additional fours representing creation:

e Four kinds of flesh: man, animals, birds, fish (1 Corinthians 15:39)
e Four soils of man: path, rocky, thorns, good (Matthew 13:1-23)
e The contrast of old creation vs new creation of man (1 Corinthians 15:42-44)
- perishable --> imperishable
- dishonor --> glory
- weakness --> power
- natural body --> spiritual body.

More interesting fours in Scriptures:

- The four names of Satan in Revelation (Revelation 20:2).
- Dragon
- Ancient serpent
- The devil
- Satan

- The scope of our suffering (2 Corinthians 4:8-9)
- Hard pressed, but not crushed
- Perplexed, but not in despair
- Persecuted, but not forsaken
- Struck down, but not destroyed

- Judah was the 4" born (Genesis 35:23; Exodus 1:2), from which the Son of man would
be a descendant (Genesis 49:10).

- Eve, the “mother of all the living (Genesis 3:20)”, is only mentioned by name four times
through the Bible:
- Genesis 3:20
- Genesis 4:1
- 2 Corinthians 11:3
- 1Timothy 2:13
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Six (6)

Six does not have any significant symbolic role in Scriptures. At most its position next to a
significant number, specifically 7, perhaps suggests some significance by association. For
example, in six days God created everything, but it was the seventh He rested (Genesis 1:1-2:3)
and founded a Sabbath’s rest. Some then try to associate six symbolically with man (misusing
Revelation 13:18). Yet this does not find widespread use or uniform example throughout
Scriptures (and the number in view in Revelation 13:18 is not about 6).

Seven is the second of four perfect numbers.

e Three represents divine perfection and completion
e Seven shows spiritual perfection and completion

e Ten stands for ordinal perfection

e Twelve symbolizes governmental perfection.

Seven (7)

Seven is a key number throughout Scriptures. Widespread use, in over five hundred passages
employing a variation of this number, testifies to its significance.

Symbolic significance for the number seven didn’t start with the Bible — most Semitic cultures
already considered it a sacred number (e.g. even non-Israelite Balaam found significance in
seven. See Numbers 23:1, 14, 29). Scholars continue to debate “Why?” One probable answer
rests in ancient division of lunar months into four seven day weeks. Biblically, God set apart
seven in the opening creation account. On this seventh day He rested when His creation was
complete (Genesis 2:2). It is likely that later worldwide traditions recognizing a seven-day week
came from a passed-on knowledge of this original seven day cycle. All subsequent use of seven
then continues to be associated with the Divine. Other researchers have noted that seven is a
combination of two significant numbers, namely 3 and 4. This association perhaps contributes
to the significance of this number.

The Hebrew word for seven (“sheba,” 3 Hebrew characters) has a root meaning “to be
complete.” This ties to the perfection implied symbolically through use of this number. The
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same three Hebrew characters, in identical order, also compose a different word, with slightly
different pronunciation. With different vowel pointers it now reads as “shaba.” This Hebrew
word means “to take an oath” or “to swear.” Before vowel pointers, only context alone
enabled the reader to discover whether the number or the action was in view.

To make an oath functionally was to “seven” oneself. Perhaps this symbolized that a person
repeated it seven times to show that it was complete, a perfectly done deal.

Psalms 12:6 And the words of the Lord are flawless, like silver refined in a furnace of
clay, purified seven times. (NIV)

Notice that David called the words of the Lord “flawless” or “pure words.” This perfection then
equates to a sevenfold repeated action, namely refining silver seven times, meaning that it
underwent perfect refinement. Symbolic understanding of the number likely translated into
literal action in many passages. For example:

Jacob served seven years to get Rachel (Genesis 29:20)

- Jacob bowed down seven times to his brother Esau (Genesis 33:3)

- Seven priests, carrying seven trumpets, marched seven days around Jericho, and even
seven times the last day. (Genesis 6:8-16)

- Samson has a seven-day marriage feast. (Judges 14:12)

- Samson had seven braids of his hair. (Judges 16:19)

David praise God for His law seven times a day. (Psalms 119:164)

Many passages show this direct tie to oath-taking as well:

Genesis 21:27-31 So Abraham brought sheep and cattle and gave them to Abimelech,
and the two men made a treaty. 28 Abraham set apart seven ewe lambs from the flock,
29 and Abimelech asked Abraham, "What is the meaning of these seven ewe lambs you
have set apart by themselves?" 30 He replied, "Accept these seven lambs from my
hand as a witness that | dug this well." 31 So that place was called Beersheba, because
the two men swore an oath [lit. “seven’d themselves”] there. (NIV, square parenthesis
for clarification)

God used literal periods of seven to illustrate His perfect plan and timing:

- Ordination of Aaron’s descendants — seven days (Exodus 29:30, 35, 37)
- Feast of Unleavened Bread — seven days (Exodus 34:18)
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- Woman’s seclusion after giving birth — seven days (Leviticus 12:2)
- Feast of Tabernacles — seven days (Leviticus 23:34)
- Seven years of plenty and seven of famine in Pharaoh's dream (Genesis 41:29-30, 53).

God, also, used emphasis or repetition of seven in many of His commanded actions:

- Sevenfold vengeance on any who would kill Cain (Genesis 4:15

- Seventh Day Sabbath of the law (Exodus 20:8-11)

- Seventh Year Sabbath of the Land (Leviticus 25:4)

- Day of Atonement, seven times sprinkling (Leviticus 16:14, 19)

- Purification for anyone or anything formerly unclean by infectious diseases including
leprosy. (Leviticus 14:7, 16, 27, 51; 2 Kings 5:10)

As with the last example, sevenfold repeated action pictures completeness and extends into
other Old Testament rituals and temple instruments as well. For example:

Leviticus 16:14 He is to take some of the bull's blood and with his finger sprinkle it on
the front of the atonement cover; then he shall sprinkle some of it with his finger seven
times before the atonement cover. (NIV)

The menorah used in the temple had seven branches (Exodus 25:31-37; Zechariah 4:2)

1 Kings 7:17 A network of interwoven chains festooned the capitals on top of the
[bronze] pillars, seven for each capital. (NIV)

It is in keeping with use of seven for completeness that has God portrayed as having seven eyes
viewing the whole earth. God sees everything in its entirety:

Zechariah 4:10b (These seven are the eyes of the Lord, which range throughout the
earth.)" (NIV)

This imagery extends into the Book of Revelation. John’s description portrays the Lamb as
having seven eyes, plus there are many references to the seven spirits before the throne and
sent out into the earth (Revelation 5:6; 1:4; 3:1; 4:5).

Revelation exceeds other books of the bible in use of seven symbolism. With seven’s emphasis
on God, plus perfection through completion, it needs to be in the Book of Revelation. This final
book is all about the perfect finish to God’s eternal plan.
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Examples in the book of Revelation:

- Seven churches (1:4)

- Seven spirits (1:4; 3:1; 4:5; 5:6)

- Golden lampstands (1:12-13; 1:20; 2:1,5)
- Stars (1:16, 20; 2:1; 3:1)

- Seals (5:1; 6:1)

- Horns (5:6)

- Eyes(5:6)

- Angels (8:2, 6; 15:1, 6-8; 16:1; 17:1; 21:9)
-  Trumpets (8:2, 6)

- Thunders (10:3)

- Crowns (12:3)

- Heads(12:3; 13:1; 17:3, 7, 9)

- Plagues (15:1, 6)

- Bowls (15:7; 16:1)

- Hills (17:9)

- Kings (17:10)

Added sevens (by repeated example):

- Sevenfold praise in heaven [i.e. seven attributes] (5:12, 7:12)

- Seven beatitudes in Revelation [i.e. blessed are or blessed is statements] (1:3, 14:13,
16:15, 19:9, 20:6, 22:7, 22:14)

- Seven times emphasis of the Lord’s return [i.e. “soon”] (1:1, 2:16, 3:11, 22:6, 22:7,
22:12, 22:20)

- Seven times emphasis of “the word or words of God” (1:2, 1:9, 6:9, 17:17, 19:9,
19:13, 20:4)

The Old Testament and the New offer many other examples. Some are series of seven,
including Hebrews 1:5-14. The author of Hebrews shows the completeness and perfection of
his argument by stating seven specifics. He chose seven, though many more examples are
available in the Old Testament proving the Son superior to the angels.

John, the gospel writer and author of Revelation, used an interesting series of seven even in his
earlier book. Consider this verse about signs...
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John 20:30 Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples,
which are not recorded in this book. (NIV)

John clearly says that Jesus did many miraculous signs, but gave seven specific references to
signs in his gospel as representative of these. Interestingly he specifically numbered the first
two so the careful reader would look for the following five.

John 2:11 This, the first of his miraculous signs, Jesus performed at Cana in Galilee. He
thus revealed his glory, and his disciples put their faith in him. (NIV)

John 4:54 This was the second miraculous sign that Jesus performed, having come from
Judea to Galilee. (NIV)

In order of their completion, the remaining five of the specifically referred to signs are John 6:2;
6:14; 6:26; 9:16; 12:18 and John 2:18-19.

Matthew even notes that Jesus taught using “many” parables but then uses seven specific
examples in one grouping:

Matthew 13:3 (The Sower)
Matthew 13:24 (Wheat and Weeds)
Matthew 13:31 (Mustard Seed)
Matthew 13:33 (Yeast and Dough)
Matthew 13:44 (Treasure in a Field)
Matthew 13:45 (Fine Pearls)
Matthew 13:47 (Net and Fish)

No Uy ks wNe

Eight (8)

Eight, like six, finds its limited symbolic meaning because of its nearness to seven. Seven
represents completeness and perfection, eight starts over. It becomes a number showing a
new beginning. Old Testament practices and New Testament thinking incorporate this idea.

- Circumcision was on the eighth day (Genesis 17:12; Leviticus 12:3; Luke 1:59; 2:21;
Philippians 3:5)

- Re-consecration following defilement during a Nazirite vow (Numbers 6:10)

- Presentation of one formerly unclean (Leviticus 14:10-11)
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- Atonement after being unclean (Leviticus 15:28-30)
- Eight people came through the flood. (Genesis 7:13; 8:15, 18)

The early church often said that Jesus had risen on the eighth day. Tertullian, who lived circa
160-225 A.D., is a great example. Sunday is normally and naturally the first day of the week,
but the early church stopped referring to it as first. It became the eighth day since Jesus rose
on Sunday providing a new beginning.

Colossians 1:15 He [Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all
creation. (NIV)

Those who knew 888 is the Gematria for Jesus’ name readily embraced this significance of 8.

Ten is the third of four perfect numbers.

e Three represents divine perfection and completion
e Seven shows spiritual perfection and completion

e Ten stands for ordinal perfection

e Twelve symbolizes governmental perfection.

Ten (10)

Ten is, of course, the basis of our decimal system. Ten likely became significant early on
because it is an obvious value arising from counting one’s own fingers. Biblically, ten represents
perfect order (as ordained by God) and complete cycles (implying that nothing is wanting).
Within the books of the Law, this perfect order is perhaps best pictured by two prominent
tens...

1. The Ten Commandments. All laws exist to uphold order, as do all Mosaic Laws. The
Ten Commandments encompass and accurately summarize all the other Mosaic Laws.
(Exodus 20:2-17; Deuteronomy 5:6-21)

2. The Tithe. The Mosaic Law commanded this practice as an orderly way to set aside a
portion of your increase (of produce and livestock) to provide for a family festival (a
compulsory vacation! See Deuteronomy 14:22-29) and to provide for the poor
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(Deuteronomy 26:12-13. Including the non-land owning Levites and priests. Numbers
18:21-30). Even earlier, with Abraham, it represented a perfect gift (Genesis 14:20).

Other significant tens in the Law include:

- God would not destroy Sodom if ten righteous were there (Genesis 18:32)

- Laban cheated Jacob by changes his wages 10 times (Genesis 31:7)

- Many details of the furnishings and equipment of the tabernacle included 10s.
(Exodus 26; 27:12)

- There were ten generations before the flood (antediluvian patriarchs; Genesis 5)

- There were ten generations after the flood to Abraham (postdiluvian patriarchs;
Genesis 11:10-28)

- God sent ten plagues against Egypt (Exodus 7:19-11:5)

Water to Blood

Frogs

Gnats or Lice

Flies

Livestock

Boils

Thunder and Hail

Locusts

O O O 0O 0O 0O O O O

Darkness
o Death of Firstborn
- Ten tests of Israel in the wilderness after leaving Egypt

Numbers 14:20-23 The Lord replied, "I have forgiven them, as you asked. 21
Nevertheless, as surely as | live and as surely as the glory of the Lord fills the
whole earth, 22 not one of the men who saw my glory and the miraculous signs |
performed in Egypt and in the desert but who disobeyed me and tested me ten
times — 23 not one of them will ever see the land | promised on oath to their
forefathers. No one who has treated me with contempt will ever see it. (NIV)

Selection of the Passover Lamb occurred on the 10™ day of the 1* month (Exodus 12:1-5), as
was Jesus, our perfect Passover Lamb (1 Corinthians 5:7).

In Deuteronomy 23:3, ten is used to represent the whole existence of a nation (or family).
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Deuteronomy 23:3-4 No Ammonite or Moabite or any of his descendants may enter
the assembly of the Lord, even down to the tenth generation. 4 For they did not come
to meet you with bread and water on your way when you came out of Egypt, and they
hired Balaam son of Beor from Pethor in Aram Naharaim to pronounce a curse on you.
(NIV)

Beyond fulfilled generations portrayed by tens in the Law, Daniel uses ten when speaking about
coming kingdoms. He has the final coming kingdoms, immediately before God’s eternal
kingdom, represented by ten toes on a statue. (Daniel 2:39-45). Much later the Apostle John
would describe “the beast” as having ten horns and ten crowns, also picturing governing
authorities during those final days. (Revelation 13:1-10. Also the scarlet beast: Revelation
17:3). This series of kingdoms rests on the red dragon that also has ten horns (Revelation 12:3).

As a complete cycle, significant use of ten is found in the Book of Revelation. Here the 10s
often belong to satanic or worldly action. Early in Revelation John refers to “ten days of
persecution (Revelation 2:10).” This ten shows a short, defined, complete time of testing. Its
fullness comes from being a primary base in the decimal system. Its shortness comes from
being a commonly used primary (or smallest) multiplier. As a basic multiplier it becomes part of
vast (and often symbolic) numbers such as 1000 (10x10x10) or 10,000 (10x10x10x10) and even
10,000 times 10,000. That ten is attainable comes from multiple examples of completed testing
or plagues that used this value (as noted above) in the Old Testament.

With 1000, 10,000 or 10,000 x 10,000 representing vast amounts, anyone needing a contrasting
small and attainable finite value logically would select ten. Ancient significance of ten showed
in other nations as well, including the culture of the early captors of the Hebrews, the
Egyptians. Here too it was a small primary and significant base versus other larger multiples of
10. Usage is similar in the early classical Greek acrophonic system, something that would later
influence the Roman world. Not every nation in the world followed suit. Charles Dickens,
writing in 1865 (All Year Round, Volume 12, page 132), noted the Aztecs used successive
powers of 20, making 400 [20 x 20], 8000 [20 x 400], or greater, their larger multipliers. There,
they would use 20 in the same fashion that John would use 10 as a primary base).

We can recognize John’s use of numbers in the Revelation by context. His later symbolic use of
large value multiples of 10 set the context to recognize his opening use of 10. He began by
using contrasting small base values in a similar symbolic fashion. For many subjects in
Revelation, John uses later clarification to explain the earlier. This order appears backwards for
us.
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[On the significance and figurative use of the value 10 in the manner employed by John; take
note that others have recognized this Scriptural pattern as well. The Hendriksen-Kistemaker NT
Commentary, on Revelation 2:10, footnotes others arriving at a similar conclusion: “Refer to the
commentaries of Beckwith (pp. 254, 454); Greijdanus (p. 69); Hailey (p. 127); Hendriksen (p.
65), among others.”]

Tenfold examples are also in view throughout Scriptures. Consider how the Apostle Paul refers
to the security all believer have in Christ. His tenfold example encompasses the completeness
and perfection of this assurance.

Romans 8:38-39 For | am convinced that neither (#1) death nor (#2) life, neither (#3)
angels nor (#4) demons, neither the (#5) present nor the (#6) future, nor any (#7)
powers, 39 neither (#8) height nor (#9) depth, nor (#10) anything else in all creation, will
be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (NIV)

Later Jewish practice has ten playing a significant role (the first three as referenced by ISBE,
1979):

1. The name of God (Yahweh) was spoken ten times by the high priest on the Day of
Atonement

2. Arow of comforters for someone who was bereaved was comprised of ten individuals.

3. Ten individuals is a necessary minimum to constitute a congregation in a synagogue and
also to be present for a wedding.

The Talmud found significance of ten in many places, including:

- Ten unique words used for idols

- Tenunique titles for a prophet
o Ambassador

Faithful

Servant

Messenger

Seer

Watchman

Seer of Vision

Dreamer

Prophet

Man of God

O O O O O O O O O
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- Ten unique designations for the Word of God
o Scripture

Proverb

Interpretation

Dark Saying

Oracle

Utterance

Decree

Burden

O O O O O O O O

Prophecy

o Vision
- Ten unique words for Joy
- Ten trials for Abraham

Twelve is the last of four perfect numbers.

e Three represents divine perfection and completion
e Seven shows spiritual perfection and completion

e Ten stands for ordinal perfection

e Twelve symbolizes governmental perfection.

Twelve (12)

The number twelve was significant pre-Israeli Mesopotamian cultures. This arose from having a
twelve month lunar calendar (now incorporated into our solar calendar). This equally extended
to the twelve symbols they employed for the Zodiac. The Babylonians originally had 12-hour
days (later changed to twenty four). Counting approaches based on twelve may have arisen as
easily as counting to ten. A person can easily count to 12 one hand by using their thumb only as
a pointer and then number each finger bone on the remaining four (three segments on four
fingers).

Philo of Alexandria (lived circa 20 BC-50 AD) specifically listed twelve as being one of four
perfect numbers. (Notably, his view of perfect numbers matches scriptural use on three, ten
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and twelve, but not seven. Instead of seven he listed four, perhaps because of its significance
in representing the natural world).

Symbolism from other cultures may have influenced the Jewish use of 12. But, there is no
guestion; its primary importance comes solely from a Biblical foundation. There were 12
original tribes in Israel, this based on the 12 sons of Jacob (e.g. Genesis 42:13).

Terah

ABRAHAM

Bethuel
Haran

Laban

Ishmael Rebekah

Dan Gad

Reuben

+ Plus denotes spouse or concubine Simaon Naphtali

| Vertical & diagonal lines are direct descendants Lavi
? Question mark represents unknown name
== Pink indicates female gender
<= Blue indicates male gender

= Boxes touching vertically represent siblings, Zebulun
not always arranged in order of birth

Judah Joseph Asenath

Issachar Benjamin

Dinah
Manasseh

Ephraim

By Brent MacDonald, (c) 2012, www.BiblelsTrue.com

Further, God told Abraham that He would bless his son Ishmael by making him the father of
twelve rulers. This signified the greatness and perfection of the earthly nation that would arise
from him (Genesis 17:20). [Notably, in the surrounding verses, God makes clear the spiritual
blessing would fall to Isaac, who would be grandfather to the twelve tribes of Israel].

Later pillars (monuments), altars, and offerings would employ the number twelve, solely as a
reflection of the twelve tribes.

Exodus 24:4 Moses then wrote down everything the Lord had said. He got up early the
next morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain and set up twelve stone
pillars representing the twelve tribes of Israel. (NIV)

Joshua 4:8-9 So the Israelites did as Joshua commanded them. They took twelve stones

from the middle of the Jordan, according to the number of the tribes of the Israelites, as
the Lord had told Joshua; and they carried them over with them to their camp, where
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they put them down. 9 Joshua set up the twelve stones that had been in the middle of
the Jordan at the spot where the priests who carried the ark of the covenant had stood.
And they are there to this day. (NIV)

1 Kings 18:31-32 Elijah took twelve stones, one for each of the tribes descended from
Jacob, to whom the word of the Lord had come, saying, "Your name shall be Israel." 32
With the stones he built an altar in the name of the Lord, and he dug a trench around it
large enough to hold two seahs of seed. (NIV)

Ezra 8:35 Then the exiles who had returned from captivity sacrificed burnt offerings to
the God of Israel: twelve bulls for all Israel, ninety-six rams, seventy-seven male lambs
and, as a sin offering, twelve male goats. All this was a burnt offering to the Lord. (NIV)

The Levitical breast-piece — used for priestly decision making (Exodus 28:15) — also incorporated
12 stones.

Exodus 28:21 There are to be twelve stones, one for each of the names of the sons of
Israel, each engraved like a seal with the name of one of the twelve tribes. (NIV, verse
30 also)

Solomon’s palace employed symbolism of 12 in association with the tribes.

1 Kings 10:20 Twelve lions stood on the six steps, one at either end of each step.
Nothing like it had ever been made for any other kingdom. (NIV)

1 Kings 7:25 The Sea stood on twelve bulls, three facing north, three facing west, three
facing south and three facing east. (NIV)

Other significant representative Old Testament groups of twelve include:
e Twelve spies representing Israel (Numbers 13:1-16)
e Twelve staffs representing leaders of Israel (Numbers 17:1-6)
e Solomon’s twelve district governors over all of Israel (1 Kings 4:7-19)
e Twelve springs at Elim (in the Sinai) providing water for all Israel (Numbers 33:9)

e Twelve pieces of a concubine to alert all Israel (Judges 19:29)

In the New Testament, God surely reflected the tribes of Israel in the twelve apostles.
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Matthew 10:1-5a He called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive
out evil spirits and to heal every disease and sickness. 2 These are the names of the
twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is called Peter) and his brother Andrew; James son of
Zebedee, and his brother John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax
collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot,
who betrayed him. 5 These twelve Jesus sent out... (NIV)

The Book of Revelation uses twelve repeatedly. Indirect association exists between these
twelves and the primary twelve of the Old Testament, the tribes of ancient Israel. Where God
chose twelve tribes as his physical Old Testament people in the Land of Israel (with a temple in
Jerusalem), only some are true Israel part of the spiritual tribes (Romans 9:6). The New
Testament, and Revelation, show the church grafted into this original twelve. There are only,
eternally, twelve tribes comprised of all God’s people — for “all Israel will be saved” (Romans
11:13-26). The New Testament church, by divine election, became part of the same spiritual
Israel (and New Jerusalem). Again, all believers are part of the twelve tribes forever. In this
New Testament imagery, twelve represents the completeness and perfection of God’s election
— an eternal nation.

Twelves in the Book of Revelation:

Crown of twelve stars — Revelation 12:1

e Twelve gates in the New Jerusalem — Revelation 21:12

e Twelve angels at the gates — Revelation 21:12

e Twelve names of the tribes — Revelation 21:12

e Twelve foundations (twelve apostles) of the city — Revelation 21:14
e Twelve pearls (making up the twelve gates) — Revelation 21:21

e Twelve crops of fruit from the tree of life — Revelation 22:2

Finally, the Greek word translated “elders (“presbuteros”)” appears throughout the Book of
Revelation exactly 12 times (Revelation 4:4; 4:10; 5:5; 5:6; 5:8; 5:11; 5:14; 7:11; 7:13; 11:16;
14:3; 19:4).

Thirteen (13)

This number has no historical symbolism from Bible times. In the centuries following it became
a superstitious number, nominally based on this passage:
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Mark 14:17-18 When evening came, Jesus arrived with the Twelve. 18 While they were
reclining at the table eating, he said, "I tell you the truth, one of you will betray me —
one who is eating with me." (NIV)

Thirteen were present at the Last Supper, including the one who betrayed Jesus. Somehow this
attribution, centuries later, became ominous and attached to the value thirteen. No such
significance existed in Bible times.

Thirty (30)

Thirty has multiple meanings. It represent the age for entering service or ministry. And,
unrelated, it encompasses a defined time for mourning.

Service or Ministry:

Genesis 41:46 Joseph was thirty years old when he entered the service of Pharaoh king
of Egypt. (NIV)

Numbers 4:3 Count all the men from thirty to fifty years of age who come to serve in
the work in the Tent of Meeting. (NIV, also Numbers 4:23; 4:30; 4:39; 4:43; 4:47)

2 Samuel 5:4 David was thirty years old when he became king, and he reigned forty
years. (NIV)

Luke 3:23 Now Jesus himself was about thirty years old when he began his ministry.
(NIV)

Mourning:
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Numbers 20:29 and when the whole community learned that Aaron had died, the
entire house of Israel mourned for him thirty days. (NIV)

Deuteronomy 34:8 The Israelites grieved for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days,
until the time of weeping and mourning was over. (NIV)

Genesis 50:2-3 Then Joseph directed the physicians in his service to embalm his father
Israel. So the physicians embalmed him, 3 taking a full forty days, for that was the time



required for embalming. And the Egyptians mourned for him seventy days [total]. (NIV)
[Consider the math in this example: 70-40 for embalming = 30 extra days of mourning]

Thirty became the price of betrayal because of Judas’ actions:

Matthew 26:14-15 Then one of the Twelve — the one called Judas Iscariot — went to
the chief priests 15 and asked, "What are you willing to give me if | hand him over to
you?" So they counted out for him thirty silver coins. (NIV)

Judas’ thirty similarly became forever associated with a place of mourning:

Matthew 27:3-10 When Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned,
he was seized with remorse and returned the thirty silver coins to the chief priests and
the elders. 4 "I have sinned," he said, "for | have betrayed innocent blood." "What is
that to us?" they replied. "That's your responsibility." 5 So Judas threw the money into
the temple and left. Then he went away and hanged himself. 6 The chief priests picked
up the coins and said, "It is against the law to put this into the treasury, since it is blood
money." 7 So they decided to use the money to buy the potter's field as a burial place
for foreigners. 8 That is why it has been called the Field of Blood to this day. 9 Then
what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: "They took the thirty silver
coins, the price set on him by the people of Israel, 10 and they used them to buy the
potter's field, as the Lord commanded me." (NIV)

Forty (40)

Forty is the number of testing or probation (in trials or prosperity). For the wicked or

rebellious, the value associates with judgment or punishment.
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Forty days and nights of rain during flood — Genesis 7:4, 12

Forty more days after mountains appeared — Genesis 8:6

Forty years of eating manna on the Exodus, forty years of wandering — Exodus 16:35;
Numbers 14:33-34; Psalms 95:10

Moses on Mount Sinai forty days and nights — Exodus 24:18; 34:28; Deuteronomy 9:9,
11, 25

Forty days of spies exploring the promised land — Numbers 13:25

Joshua’s age when he explored the land —Joshua 14:7

Multiple forty years of peace during time of the Judges — Judges 3:11; 5:31; 8:28; 31:1



e Duration of the rule of Eli — 1 Samuel 4:18; David — 2 Samuel 5:4; Solomon — 1 Kings
11:42

e Goliath taunted Israel for forty days — 1 Samuel 17:16

e Elijah’s flight to Mount Sinai was forty days and nights — 1 Kings 19:8

e Forty years of judgment on Egypt — Ezekiel 29:11-15

e Forty days for Nineveh to repent or face destruction —Jonah 3:4

e Jesus tempted by the Devil for forty days and nights — Matthew 4:1-2; Mark 1:12-13;
Luke 4:1-2

e Forty days of post-resurrection proofs of being alive — Acts 1:3

e Number of lashes for the guilty — Deuteronomy 25:3

Seventy

Seventy is, of course, a multiple of seven and holds that symbolism with emphasis. Apart from
that meaning it also represents a natural human life span.

Psalms 90:10 The length of our days is seventy years — or eighty, if we have the
strength; yet their span is but trouble and sorrow, for they quickly pass, and we fly
away. (NIV) [This doesn’t limit a human life span to seventy years, as this verse
seemingly implies. Genesis 6:3 appears to be where God reset our maximum life span
to a maximum of 120 years. Prior to the flood it had exceeded 900 years, but quickly fell
to under 120 after the flood, excluding a few notable exceptions. For example: Abraham
175 (Genesis 25:7) and Sarah 127 (Genesis 23:1).]

Seventy is also the representative number of nations on the earth (as listed in Genesis 10). A
form of this idea purportedly influenced an ancient legend about the Septuagint, a pre-New
Testament translation of the Old Testament. The claim is that seventy scholars translated the
Hebrew Bible into Greek in seventy days for use by the seventy nations of the world (cf. the
Letter of Aristeas, 2™ century BC). The common abbreviation for this translation is the Roman
number for seventy (LXX). Making the legend uniformly about 70 likely explains the use of
seventy and not 72, the exact number of translators according to Aristeas.

Some scholars believe Luke 10 represents a similar instance. In this account, Jesus sends out
either seventy or seventy-two disciples (KJV, NASU, HCSB versus NIV, ESV, NET, CEV). They
believe it is probable that Jesus picked this number to show that His message was for the whole
world (i.e. the seventy nations of the world).
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While not a primary issue here, the Luke 10 passage presents a difficult textual problem, yet
one that does not affect doctrine at all. Great manuscript evidence exists for both renderings.
In support of seventy...

Codex Sinaiticus (Aleph), Codex Alexandrinus (A), Codex Ephraemi (C), Codex Regius (L),
Codex Freerianus (W), Codex Coridethianus, Codex Zacynthius, Codex Athous Lavrensis,
Family 1 miniscules, Family 13 miniscules, the Majority Text manuscripts, and several
church fathers

In support of seventy-two...

Papyrus 75 (P75), Codex Vaticanus (B), Codex Bezae (D), Uncial 0181, a scattering of
isolated manuscipts apart from the previous mentioned Majority Text manuscripts, Latin
manuscripts of the Vulgate and a few Old Latin, a few other ancient languages, a few
ancient church fathers.

Many modern scholars now favor “difficult readings.” They believe scribes would be likely to
assimilate a value that appears repeatedly in the Old Testament, namely groups of 70 (e.g.
Numbers 11:16; Deuteronomy 10:22; Judges 8:30; 2 Kings 10:1, 6). Because 72 is a rare value in
Scriptures and it has slightly weaker manuscript support, this becomes the “difficult reading.”
Such thought proves nothing. Presume the scribes being aware of the Letter of Aristeas. His
value of 72 translators of the Septuagint might be the influence, turning an original 70 into 72.
Either value presents a possible case under presumed circumstances. | tend towards the value
70 because it is in keeping with repeated symbolic values common to Scriptures.

666 (or 616)

See the earlier section on Gematria.

Multiples and Combinations of Symbolic Numbers

Joint symbolisms or symbolisms needing extra emphasis sometimes combine imagery of two or
more values. Multiples or combinations of smaller symbolic numbers are common.

For example: One thousand is ten with threefold emphasis (10 x 10 x 10), a value then able to
represent a multitude. Increase the imagery by combining it with 12 representing the apostles
(or New Testament saints) and another 12 representing the tribes (or Old Testament saints).
The result is (10 x 10 x 10 x 12 x 12 = 144,000) a value used in the book of Revelation to
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represent an innumerable number (Revelation 7:4-9). The final value expresses this symbolic
terminology: a perfect multitude (10 x 10 x 10) comprised of a perfect number of Old
Testament saints combined with a perfect number of New Testament saints. This makes
144,000 the ideal number to represent the entirety of God’s eternal church.

As already mentioned, one thousand and its multiples can represent a large or innumerable
amount. This sometimes appears as a rounded or hyperbolic number, other times as a purely
symbolic value. For example: God shows His love to thousands of those who love Him and keep
his commandments (Exodus 20:6; Deuteronomy 5:10; 7:9; Jeremiah 32:18). A day in His courts
is better than a thousand elsewhere (Psalms 84:10). “For a thousand years in your sight are like
a day that has just gone by, or like a watch in the night.” (Psalms 90:4, also 2 Peter 3:8)

Summary

Any reader of the Book of Revelation unfamiliar with the symbolic use of numbers in Scriptures
will struggle to understand this book. John commonly uses numbers with intent to invoke their
symbolic meaning. Hosts of interrelated subjects appear in groups, especially of threes, fours,
and sevens. Finding these intentional patterns unlocks a comprehensive view of ideas that
John is purposely tying together. Separate the joined ideas, or view them as standalone
passages, and there is a loss of meaning. Many competing and wild end-times views have
arisen from this. The inspired symbolism and symbolic groupings is a necessary ingredient for
understanding God’s original meaning and intended message.

Section 1 —To His Servants (Slaves), prologue (Revelation 1:1-3:22)

Section Introduction

Most New Testament books are letters or epistles. Revelation also follows this format,
something often overlooked as teachers focus on its apocalyptic style. It is first a letter
intended for a contemporary audience. Epistles normally start by introducing the author and
who they are writing to. This fully appears in Revelation 1:4 (compare this to similar in letters
by Paul, Peter, James, and Jude). Finally, these letters commonly end with a benediction or
blessing. This feature appears here in Revelation 22:21 (compare this to similar in all Paul’s
letters and even Hebrews). As a letter for readers in his day, John intended them to read and
find understanding in His words.

Some believe someone other than John added the first three verses of Revelation as an
introduction. They cite its third person reference to John as proof. | see it as an expansion of
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John’s formal introduction which begins in verse 4. John may have intentionally used third
person to minimize himself and keep the opening focus on Jesus.

Revelation is a unique letter, or epistle; it is a prophecy (see Revelation 1:3; 22:7, 10, 18, 19).
The other New Testament letters contain prophecies but Revelation is a prophecy. Further,
Revelation alone of these New Testament books is apocalyptic literature in style. Apocalyptic
literature is a style that arose in the inter-testament period and remained popular throughout
the first century. Many known examples from this period, from outside Scriptures, are available
in English translation. Popularity of this style meant first century readers of John’s book would
understand features common to this literature. Revelation is the only New Testament book
using this style.

Common features of apocalyptic literature, widely available in the first century, include:

- The books anticipate (or are during) a time of intense persecution of God’s people.

- Angels are commonly interpreters and guides.

- Use of vivid images and symbols (including monsters and symbolic names and numbers).

- They portray a battle (or conflict) between good and evil.

- They focus on larger ideas rather than specific details or data. (Numbers and values
intentionally mean a long time or a short time rather than a set number of days or years).

Western readers expecting a technical manual on the how and when of the end times miss the
figurative nature of ancient Bible Land’s apocalyptic literature. Literal events, individuals, and
empires are in view but representative wording is the primary means of description. The result
is a rich and visual imagery.

The Book of Revelation opens with God making clear that this book is specifically and fully
about Jesus Christ. Its message is for “His servants (slaves).” Some hold chapters 1 to 3 to be
almost separate from what continues in chapter 4 onward. In reality, this opening section
begins themes developed throughout the book. These start chapters are a prologue that finish
with a brief epilogue at the end of Revelation (22:6-21). Both are a seamless part of the
complete message and theme spanning the entirety of this unique book.

In this opening scene we see Jesus and we see His servants (slaves) and we hear an urgent call.
His servants, then alive or still to come, must sense this urgency. There is much for His people
to do and planned events soon to happen. There are things that will shortly take place for
every reader from then to the end. And we are assured that there is an end, one followed by a
new start. God who inhabits eternity will have His people with Him forever.
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This introductory piece of Revelation is unquestionably a letter for then functioning churches.

But Revelation doesn’t limit the message to only those churches. It’s equally for every coming

church. This includes every church until God’s plan for the ages is complete and He finishes

gathering His Bride around the throne.

“The Revelation of Jesus Christ”

Revelation 1:1-3  The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his
servants what must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his
servant John, 2 who testifies to everything he saw — that is, the word of God and the
testimony of Jesus Christ. 3 Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy,
and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the
time is near. (NIV)

Definition

Revelation — This English word comes from the Greek word “apokalypsis” which carries in
English as the word “Apocalypse.” It means “an uncovering or revealing.”

The book’s title is “The Revelation of Jesus Christ.” This label is applicable to the entirety
Scriptures. For example:

61

Luke 24:13-27 Now that same day [the day of the resurrection] two of them were
going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. 14 They were
talking with each other about everything that had happened. 15 As they talked and
discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with
them; 16 but they were kept from recognizing him. 17 He asked them, "What are you
discussing together as you walk along?" They stood still, their faces downcast. 18 One
of them, named Cleopas, asked him, "Are you only a visitor to Jerusalem and do not
know the things that have happened there in these days?" 19 "What things?" he asked.
"About Jesus of Nazareth," they replied. "He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed
before God and all the people. 20 The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be
sentenced to death, and they crucified him; 21 but we had hoped that he was the one
who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took
place. 22 In addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this
morning 23 but didn't find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision



of angels, who said he was alive. 24 Then some of our companions went to the tomb
and found it just as the women had said, but him they did not see." 25 He said to them,
"How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have
spoken! 26 Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?" 27
And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in
all the Scriptures concerning himself. (NIV)

Luke 24:44-48 He said to them [the disciples], "This is what | told you while | was still
with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the
Prophets and the Psalms." 45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand
the Scriptures. 46 He told them, "This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise
from the dead on the third day, 47 and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be
preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of
these things. (NIV)

John 5:37-40 And the Father who sent me has himself testified concerning me. You
have never heard his voice nor seen his form, 38 nor does his word dwell in you, for you
do not believe the one he sent. 39 You diligently study the Scriptures because you think
that by them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me, 40
yet you refuse to come to me to have life. (NIV)

John 5:45-47  "But do not think | will accuse you before the Father. Your accuser is
Moses, on whom your hopes are set. 46 If you believed Moses, you would believe me,
for he wrote about me. 47 But since you do not believe what he wrote, how are you
going to believe what I say?" (NIV)

Acts 3:18-23  But this is how God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the
prophets, saying that his Christ would suffer. 19 Repent, then, and turn to God, so that
your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord, 20 and
that he may send the Christ, who has been appointed for you — even Jesus. 21 He must
remain in heaven until the time comes for God to restore everything, as he promised
long ago through his holy prophets. 22 For Moses said, 'The Lord your God will raise up
for you a prophet like me from among your own people; you must listen to everything
he tells you. 23 Anyone who does not listen to him will be completely cut off from
among his people.' (NIV)

Yes, all scriptures are a revelation of Jesus. This longer revelation is both perfect and partial.
Throughout Scriptures we look forward initially to His first coming. We anticipate then realize
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His temporary earthly ministry and then look to His second coming. Scriptures leaves us
wanting more. Revelation reveals the fulfillment, the final wrap-up. This culmination includes
the final revelation of Jesus who is eternal God, God made flesh, the Son, the Heir, the Lamb
slain, the Lion of Judah, and Lord. We see the fullness of Jesus Christ; we don’t get closer than
this, at least in print. One day believers get to see the events and person Revelation reveals; we
attend the glorious finish firsthand!

The Book of Revelation is the complete story of the Lamb and His bride. The Lamb chose for
himself a bride, betrothed her, protects and cares for her, and spends eternity with her. All
details progress from beginning to end, culminating with the wedding supper of the Lamb and
presentation of His bride. Eternity awaits them together.

John is not the only writer in Scriptures to use the word “apokalypsis,” it occurs eighteen times
in the New Testament, seventeen outside the Book of Revelation, thirteen of them by the
Apostle Paul. The next two verses show the first and final use of the word before Revelation.
The former highlights the first coming of Jesus; His incarnation was a “revelation.” The latter
speaks of Jesus’ second coming, also a “revelation.”

Luke 2:28-32 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: 29 "Sovereign Lord,
as you have promised, you now dismiss your servant in peace. 30 For my eyes have
seen your salvation, 31 which you have prepared in the sight of all people, 32 a light for
revelation [apokalypsis] to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel." (NIV)

1 Peter 4:13 But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may
be overjoyed when his glory is revealed [apokalypsis]. (NIV)

The title, Revelation, comes from the opening words of the book. A single word is inadequate
as it does not tell us who. The next words make this clear; it is “The Revelation of Jesus Christ.”
Understanding the person, the focus of the book, is priority. His name is Jesus. This is His
proper given name from His incarnation.

Matthew 1:1 A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ the son of David, the son of
Abraham: (NIV)

Matthew 1:16 and Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, of whom was born
Jesus, who is called Christ. (NIV)
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Matthew 1:20-21 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to
him in a dream and said, "Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as
your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth
to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from
their sins." (NIV)

He is the Christ. This is His title from prophecy.

Matthew 2:3-6 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with
him. 4 When he had called together all the people's chief priests and teachers of the
law, he asked them where the Christ was to be born. 5 "In Bethlehem in Judea," they
replied, "for this is what the prophet has written: 6 "'But you, Bethlehem, in the land of
Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler
who will be the shepherd of my people Israel."" (NIV)

He is the Christ. This is His title as the son of David.

Matthew 22:41-46 While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them, 42
"What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is he?" "The son of David," they
replied. 43 He said to them, "How is it then that David, speaking by the Spirit, calls him
'Lord'? For he says, 44 "'The Lord said to my Lord: "Sit at my right hand until | put your
enemies under your feet." ' 45 If then David calls him 'Lord,' how can he be his son?"
46 No one could say a word in reply, and from that day on no one dared to ask him any
more questions. (NIV, also Luke 20:41-44)

He is the Christ. This is His title as the Son of God.
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Matthew 16:16-17 Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living
God." 17 Jesus replied, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed
to you by man, but by my Father in heaven. (NIV)

Matthew 26:63-64 The high priest said to him, "I charge you under oath by the living
God: Tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God." 64 "Yes, it is as you say," Jesus
replied. "But | say to all of you: In the future you will see the Son of Man sitting at the
right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven." (NIV, also Mark
14:61-62)



John 11:27 "Yes, Lord," she [Martha] told him, "I believe that you are the Christ, the
Son of God, who was to come into the world." (NIV)

John 20:31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son
of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. (NIV)

He is the Christ. This is His title as Lord.

Refer again to Matthew 22:41-46 (above)

Luke 2:11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the
Lord. (NIV)

Acts 2:36 "Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom
you crucified, both Lord and Christ." (NIV)

It’s not enough merely to know Him as Jesus; everyone must recognize and embrace Him as

Messiah and Lord. Consider one man’s progression during an encounter with Jesus as recorded

in the gospel of John:
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John 9:1-38 As he [Jesus] went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples
asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" 3
"Neither this man nor his parents sinned," said Jesus, "but this happened so that the
work of God might be displayed in his life. 4 As long as it is day, we must do the work of
him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 5 While | am in the world, |
am the light of the world." 6 Having said this, he spit on the ground, made some mud
with the saliva, and put it on the man's eyes. 7 "Go," he told him, "wash in the Pool of
Siloam" (this word means Sent). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing.
8 His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, "Isn't this the
same man who used to sit and beg?" 9 Some claimed that he was. Others said, "No, he
only looks like him." But he himself insisted, "I am the man." 10 "How then were your
eyes opened?" they demanded. 11 He replied, "The man they call Jesus made some
mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So | went and washed,
and then | could see." 12 "Where is this man?" they asked him. "I don't know," he said.
13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. 14 Now the day on
which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man's eyes was a Sabbath. 15 Therefore
the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. "He put mud on my eyes,"
the man replied, "and | washed, and now | see." 16 Some of the Pharisees said, "This



man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath." But others asked, "How can a
sinner do such miraculous signs?" So they were divided. 17 Finally they turned again to
the blind man, "What have you to say about him? It was your eyes he opened." The
man replied, "He is a prophet." 18 The Jews still did not believe that he had been blind
and had received his sight until they sent for the man's parents. 19 "Is this your son?"
they asked. "Is this the one you say was born blind? How is it that now he can see?" 20
"We know he is our son," the parents answered, "and we know he was born blind. 21
But how he can see now, or who opened his eyes, we don't know. Ask him. He is of age;
he will speak for himself." 22 His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews,
for already the Jews had decided that anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the
Christ would be put out of the synagogue. 23 That was why his parents said, "He is of
age; ask him." 24 A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. "Give
glory to God," they said. "We know this man is a sinner." 25 He replied, "Whether he is a
sinner or not, | don't know. One thing | do know. | was blind but now | see!" 26 Then
they asked him, "What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?" 27 He answered,
"I have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do
you want to become his disciples, too?" 28 Then they hurled insults at him and said,
"You are this fellow's disciple! We are disciples of Moses! 29 We know that God spoke
to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don't even know where he comes from." 30 The
man answered, "Now that is remarkable! You don't know where he comes from, yet he
opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly
man who does his will. 32 Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born
blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could do nothing." 34 To this they replied,
"You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!" And they threw him out. 35
Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, "Do you
believe in the Son of Man?" 36 "Who is he, sir?" the man asked. "Tell me so that | may
believe in him." 37 Jesus said, "You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking
with you." 38 Then the man said, "Lord, | believe," and he worshiped him. (NIV, square
parenthesis mine for clarification)

Continuing in Revelation 1:1: “which God gave him to show his servants (Greek: doulos) what
must soon take place”. “Servants” commonly appears in many translations, but a better word
exists. God gave this revelation of Jesus Christ to Jesus for Him to give to His “slaves.” A
currently unpopular word, slave is a better translation of the underlying Greek word.

Revelation 1:1 The revelation of Jesus Christ that God gave Him to show His slaves
[doulos] what must quickly take place. (HCSB)
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Definition

Doulos — A permanent servant, owned, and obligated to submit to their master’s will and
direction. The term is applicable for voluntary, or involuntary, servitude and subservience. A
majority was involuntary in the Roman world. “Slave” is the closest word available in
English, which holds only a negative connotation in many languages and cultures, as being
lowly or vile. In its Middle Eastern context an extra meaning, or emphasis, existed. Doulos
was an important title when associated a king or ruler. High rulers or officials embraced this
title; they were shamelessly “slaves of the king”. They served at his pleasure and under his
direction; their powers and possessions existed for his service alone.

Ancient Rome and the Roman Empire was a slave society with the practice deeply woven
into the fabric of everyday life. Slaves were property, the possessions, of their owners.
Within the Roman world there were several ways a person could fall into slavery. As victor
in many wars and conflicts, defeated enemies became their captives and sold into slavery.
Also, slavery was a possible punishment for failure to pay debts or for other criminal
convictions. Unlike racial slavery, common to American practice, Roman slavery was a
possibility for any and every race. Not all were used for manual labor. There was demand
for skilled and educated Roman slaves, commonly used as tutors for children or for clerical
work.

An estimated one-quarter, or more, of the population in Rome and Italy, from 200 B.C. to
200 A.D., comprised of slaves (some think one-third!). As legal nonpersons, they could not
own anything, legally marry, or have legitimate families. Some owners allowed their slaves
to marry and raise families. Others perceptibly amassed some personal possessions, yet
legally all a slave held was the property of their master.

Some slaves had valued positions and never sought freedom. Many slaves (of all types)
resented their subservient status, leading to desertion and notably some collective revolts.
A captured runaway would have an iron collar fastened on them, directing what to do with
the slave wearing it if they escaped again. The best known mass revolt took place from 73-
71 B.C., when the gladiator Spartacus escaped with seventy slaves. He amassed an army
that eventually grew to 90,000 freed slaves (other sources say up to 120,000). At the
inevitable crushing of their rebellion, Rome crucified 6000 surviving slaves along the Appian
Way, a major road leading into Rome.

Paul commonly called himself a slave of Jesus Christ. He defined our slavery, the slavery of all
humanity, in the book of Romans.
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Romans 6:16-18 Don't you know that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey
him as slaves, you are slaves [doulos] to the one whom you obey — whether you are
slaves [doulos] to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to
righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves [doulos] to
sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching to which you were entrusted. 18
You have been set free from sin and have become slaves [doulos] to righteousness.
(NIV)

In another sense, believers are more than slaves, as Jesus reminded his disciples...

John 15:15 | no longer call you servants [slaves], because a servant [slave] does not
know his master's business. Instead, | have called you friends, for everything that |
learned from my Father | have made known to you. (NIV)

God, in making His Revelation available to us, His slaves, shows that He also now calls us
friends. In the words “which God gave him” we see that Jesus receives this revelation from
God. He afterwards gives it to His slaves, and in doing so makes it His own revelation. Both the
object and content of this revelation is Jesus. His revelation is, to Him, both objective and
subjective.

Jesus here shows that, while equal to the Father, He is also subordinate to Him (He does His
father’s will and speaks His father’s words). The Apostle John had previously expressed this
same truth in his gospel:

John 12:49-50 For | did not speak of my own accord, but the Father who sent me
commanded me what to say and how to say it. 50 | know that his command leads to
eternal life. So whatever | say is just what the Father has told me to say." (NIV)

John 17:6-8 [In the middle of Jesus’ prayer to the Father for all believers] "I have
revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave
them to me and they have obeyed your word. 7 Now they know that everything you
have given me comes from you. 8 For | gave them the words you gave me and they
accepted them. They knew with certainty that | came from you, and they believed that
you sent me. (NIV)

“What soon must take place” has been a point of discussion, debate, and division throughout
church history. What time frame is this statement depicting? Popular views include...
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1) The time of the writing of the book (i.e. the first century, which can include the Preterist
view)

2) A broad view of church history (i.e. a historicist view)

3) Only the end of the age (i.e. a futurist view)

4) Principles or ideas that apply equally to all-time (i.e. an idealist view)

Which view is correct? Though some will claim my response as an evasion, | believe the text
and overall context show that it includes all four! Each is not automatically a mutually exclusive
view. As we continue through Revelation we’ll see that four major views arose because there’s
some Scriptural truth in each. This isn’t to say that everything each position holds is correct;
application in some passages is mutually exclusive. Too often a few potentially valid
interpretations become the basis of rigidly trying to force that one view on all remaining
passages.

The four major views or approaches of end-time prophecy

Preterist — Revelation’s prophecies have occurred already, fulfilled in our far past, shortly after
John’s own time. They believe Revelation was future prophecy, when written, but it’s history
from our perspective. Full Preterists see all of Revelation in this way. Partial Preterists place
portions of it in the past and some still future to us — especially the final chapters of Revelation
which some see looking forward to Christ’s second coming.

Historicist — Revelation is a prewritten account of unfolding history from John’s time until the
world’s end. Present-day is somewhere amid Revelation’s account, though most Historicists see
today as near Jesus’ return. This has been Protestantism’s traditional position.

Futurist — Almost all of Revelation’s prophecies still await future fulfillment. Most futurists claim
everything after chapter four belongs to a short period of time immediately before the return
of Jesus. Across North America, in its Dispensational form this has become modern
Protestantism’s majority view.

Idealist — Revelation visions don’t need specific fulfillment. These are grand dramas showing
spiritual realities and transcendent themes — including good versus evil, God versus Satan,
saints versus worldly powers, and Christ’s final victory. Fulfillment may be spiritual or recurring

throughout history; regardless believers in all ages can apply these prophecies.

Revelation is unlike Daniel’s future prophecies which were “sealed up” until the future.
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Daniel 12:4 But you, Daniel, close up and seal the words of the scroll until the time of
the end. Many will go here and there to increase knowledge." (NIV)

Daniel 12:9-10 He replied, "Go your way, Daniel, because the words are closed up and
sealed until the time of the end. 10 Many will be purified, made spotless and refined,
but the wicked will continue to be wicked. None of the wicked will understand, but
those who are wise will understand. (NIV)

Revelation offers great contrast to those passages of Daniel. The New Testament audience
must be reading and studying these prophecies. The text provides specific reason for this
urgency: “the time is near (i.e. Revelation 1:3).” Twice John states this for emphasis, at the start
and end of his book.

Revelation 22:10 Then he told me, "Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this
book, because the time is near. (NIV)

How do we understand “near?”

Focusing on the first three chapters of Revelation, which includes the letters to the churches,
unquestionably the Book of Revelation is depicting the time of the writing of the book (view
#1). These were letters to seven real churches in Asia Minor (modern day Turkey). The events
and circumstances described in each letter were readily recognizable to the referenced
churches. They easily would see themselves in these letters.

Historicists (view #2) dogmatically try to make these letters only apply to a broad view of
history. They must ignore other valid uses (especially #1) to do this. Their broad views of history
can never be specific. Yet, some have tried to set specific dates for dividing history. Their efforts
are typically heavily influenced by their view of where their present-day church fits into this
history, trying to prove when “the end times” began. Seventh-Day Adventists, such as Ellen
White, and the Worldwide Church of God, especially Hebert W. Armstrong, both made belief in
a historicist view of the churches of Revelation dogmatic. Proponents trying to do this often
use widely differing evaluations about when periods began or ended, though most agree on the
earliest eras.

There’s no doubt that God bound a greater view of history bound to these letters, only extra to

their primary sense (#1) and not in place of. The reader must view them as broad and inexact
time periods. Recognizing historical trends becomes easier as more history passes. Only at
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history’s end will we have full certainty. That’s why most historicists claim their present era the
final days of history (and has done so for centuries).

Typical historicist perspective:

1) Church at Ephesus (Revelation 2:1-7) - The loveless church, represented by the late and
post Apostolic era of church history to 100 A.D.

2) Church at Smyrna (Revelation 2:8-11) - The persecuted church; the martyrdom era of
church history 100-313 A.D.

3) Church at Pergamos (Revelation 2:12-17) - The compromising church; the married-to-
the-world era of church history 313-1000 A.D.

4) Church at Thyratira (Revelation 2:18- 27) - The corrupt church; the pre-Reformation
church age 1000-1517)

5) Church at Sardis (Revelation 3:1-6) - The dead church; the Reformation church age 1517-
1730

6) Church at Philadelphia (Revelation 3:7-13) - The faithful church; the Missionary church
age 1730-early 1900's

7) Church at Laodicea (Revelation 3:14-22)- The lukewarm church; the church of the
Apostasy, or falling away of believers: period early 1900's-present

These time periods are, admittedly, from a mostly western perspective. Many historicists like
to cite accurate parallels between Revelation and events in Gibbon’s Decline and Fall of the
Roman Empire, as proof of the correctness of their position, at least for earlier eras. Some
suggested parallels appear more than coincidental. Yet, well beyond those early periods,
eastern churches, such as the church of Korea or China, might have trouble recognizing offered
divisions, especially for 6 and 7. Historicists’ lack of agreement on these periods is a major
downfall to rigid historicist beliefs.

The futurist view (#3), placing Revelation’s events only into the future, does a disservice to the
immediate sense of the book (see Revelation 1:1, 3; 22:6, 10). This disservice is greatest in the
beginning letters to the seven churches. The opening chapters unquestionably were letters to
real and living churches in their day. The early church affirmed this primary context of the text.
Some take only the events after chapter three to be fully futurist, allowing for the opening
letters to have a differing viewpoint. The most extreme position has full futurists holding that
“all seven churches—as groups or attitudes—exist concurrently just before Christ returns.”

Most futurists follow the historicists in claiming their present era is the final days of history.
When some speculated events fail to happen, futurists often must reevaluate and remake their
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beliefs. In the last century, one key Dispensationalist belief demands everything to happen in
the generation following Israel becoming a nation. While they have constantly redefined “a
generation,” over decades, should the Lord not return by 120 years out, they will need major
reinterpretation.

Unquestionably, some events in the book of Revelation are future, especially the final
judgment. Only diehard full “Preterists” reject this. Symbolically or by allusion, Preterists see
first century events in the entirety of the book of Revelation.

The idealist view (#4) sees only principles or ideas expressed in these opening letters for all
churches. Such a viewpoint does not necessarily exclude the other views. Unquestionably,
worldwide, at any given time since Pentecost, there are churches matching characteristics of
these churches. Holding to an idealist position does not have to deny their literal existence in
history. The churches of Revelation can be simultaneously literal and representative. God used
this style of teaching throughout the Bible, providing historic examples applicable to us through
time.

Romans 15:4 For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so
that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.
(NIV)

A question remains for every church and each believer today: Which Revelation church
represents what you are? Regardless of your answer, the same solutions are still available for
today’s church. God’s answer was sufficient in the first century and remains so until the last.
This timeless message to His servants (slaves) is current and relevant. It's pressing truth for
John’s day. Itis urgent truth daily until His bride is complete and present around the throne.

This returns us to the statement “What soon must take place.” Failing to understand the
present and continuing nature of this phrase, some make an absurd claim. They claim God is a
liar because it all hasn’t happened in two thousand years. Consider that God stresses it “must
take place” and it will in His timing. If the text is unfolding events spanning a wide passage of
time, from the time of the apostles until the end, “soon” needs only reference the earliest
events in the sequence.

2 Peter 3:3-9 First of all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come,
scoffing and following their own evil desires. 4 They will say, "Where is this 'coming' he
promised? Ever since our fathers died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning
of creation." 5 But they deliberately forget that long ago by God's word the heavens
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existed and the earth was formed out of water and by water. 6 By these waters also the
world of that time was deluged and destroyed. 7 By the same word the present heavens
and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and destruction of
ungodly men. 8 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is
like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. 9 The Lord is not slow in
keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting
anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. (NIV)

Both the beginning (Revelation 1:3) and end of Revelation (22:10) stress “the time is near.”
When the reader arrives at this latter passage they are aware that John is now revealing details
relevant to Daniel’s earlier prophecies. In Daniel’s time, God directed Daniel to seal up those
revelations until the time of the end (Daniel 8:26). One portion of Daniel’s vision was most
disturbing to him. His greatest concern was the final kingdom, the feet and toes, in his statute
prophecy. The days of this final fragmented kingdom were looming, as Rome (the kingdom
represented by legs of Iron) soon began to fail. Daniel’s vision spanned many kingdoms over a
long time frame, some near some far away. So too Revelation spans a vast time frame, begin
with events quickly approaching. Yet, its highpoint is a special focus on finally revealing this last
kingdom of man and the following, victorious, eternal kingdom of God. At last, the time had
arrived for the unsealing of Daniel’s word. God did this through one final revelation for the rest
of time.

“To his servant [slave] John”

Even as Jesus made known the revelation God gave Him, so too Jesus used (and uses) others to
proclaim it to us. And, similarly, He uses us to proclaim it to others (i.e. Romans 10:14-15). In
sharing, if it faithfully expresses God’s meaning and intent, it is His word (or Revelation). In a
technical sense, only God and Jesus (firsthand) are revealers; angels and Christians are
conveyers (second-hand) of that revelation.

Definition

Angel — (Greek: Angelos). A messenger. An individual representing, or speaking for, another
individual. The messenger may be human, demon or angel, as determined by context (e.g.
“An angel of God” or “The devil and his angels” or “John’s messengers”). Most translators
use the English word “angel” only when it refers to supernatural beings and use the
equivalent “messenger” when referencing humans.
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Not only did Jesus speak directly to John, through many parts of Revelation the speaker is a
messenger (literally an angel) of God: “He made it known by sending his angel to his servant
John.”

Many universities, seminaries, and other higher education institutions embrace the view that
this John — the individual commissioned to write down these Scriptures — was not the Apostle
John. They claim it to perhaps be some other unknown “Elder John,” stressing John did not call
himself an apostle here. Such a view would enable them to deny the Apostle Paul’s authorship
of Philemon, since he failed to identify himself as an apostle in that letter. They fail to consider
alternate reasons for such an intentional omission. Even as Paul intentionally uses an alternate
title “prisoner”, John here uses “slave” (translated by NIV as servant). In contrast to this
glorious revelation of Jesus Christ, John was not about titles to impress man or have authority;
he embraces a title showing full submission to his Lord. The book focuses on Jesus alone.

The early church uniformly ascribed Revelation to the Apostle John. Examining the supporting
evidence for this would take a major rabbit-trail at this point. Instead, know with certainty
acceptance of the Book of Revelation in the canon of Scriptures hinged on its apostolic
authorship. Early witnesses to Revelation’s authorship include Irenaeus (around 180 AD),
Clement of Alexander (died 215 AD), and Tertullian (died 220 AD). Two of the earliest:

Justin Martyr (lived circa 103-165 A.D.), writing as early as 135 A.D., was part of the church at
Ephesus — a receiving church of John’s letter (i.e. Revelation 2:1). He clearly stated the book of
Revelation was by the Apostle John. This testimony, from a significant place and time, demands
high standing in any consideration of evidence.

Another early witness is Papias of Hierapolis (lived circa 70-155 A.D.), from a town 22 km from
Laodicea (near Colossae, mentioned in Scriptures at Colossians 4:13). When speaking of the
apostles — specifically Andrew, Peter, Philip, Thomas, James, Philip, Thomas, James, John and
Matthew — he called them “the elders” or “the presbyters.” Some claim a following statement
of his, about John, to be for a different “elder John.” But all he was doing was again adding the
earlier given title of “elder.” That same sentence includes reference to a second non-apostolic
individual. Papias used the title to clarify, in contrast, that this was the Apostle John. His
witness, in fact, confirms the John of Revelation was an apostle.

Revelation 1:2 who testifies to everything he saw — that is, the word of God and the
testimony of Jesus Christ.
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John stresses what other Scripture writers also make clear, that they were all eyewitnesses to
the events they wrote about.

Luke 1:1-2 Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been
fulfilled among us, 2 just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first
were eyewitnesses and servants of the word. (NIV, Luke writing under Paul’s authority
as an apostle.)

2 Peter 1:16 We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.
(NIV)

It’s not only in Revelation that John highlights his eyewitness status; he repeatedly does so in
his other works. Consider one of his short letters...

1John 1:1-4 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have
seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched — this we
proclaim concerning the Word of life. 2 The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to
it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared
to us. 3 We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have
fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4
We write this to make our joy complete. (NIV)

1 John 4:14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the
Savior of the world. (NIV)

So too in John’s gospel...
John 1:14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his
glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
(NIV)

Internal evidence supports our knowledge of common authorship of Revelation and the Gospel

of John. John’s distinctive choice of wording shows itself in a comparison between selections

from his gospel and the Book of Revelation.

John clearly refers to Jesus as the Word of God:
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John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. (NIV, consider also 1 John 1:1)

Revelation 19:13 He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of
God. (NIV)

John calls Jesus the Lamb of God (this is something unique only to the New Testament books of

John and Revelation):

John 1:29-36 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Look, the
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is the one | meant when |
said, 'A man who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.' 31 |
myself did not know him, but the reason | came baptizing with water was that he might
be revealed to Israel." 32 Then John gave this testimony: "I saw the Spirit come down
from heaven as a dove and remain on him. 33 | would not have known him, except that
the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, 'The man on whom you see the
Spirit come down and remain is he who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.' 34 | have seen
and | testify that this is the Son of God." 35 The next day John was there again with two
of his disciples. 36 When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, "Look, the Lamb of God!"
(NIV)

Revelation 5:13 Then | heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the
earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, singing: "To him who sits on the throne and
to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!" (NIV)

Revelation 7:9-10 After this | looked and there before me was a great multitude that no
one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the
throne and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm
branches in their hands. 10 And they cried out in a loud voice: "Salvation belongs to our
God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb." (NIV)

Revelation 7:17 For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd; he will
lead them to springs of living water. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes."
(NIV, see also Revelation 5:6, 8, 12, 6:1, 3, 5, 7, 16, 7:14, 12:11, 13:8, 14:1, 4, 10, 15:3,
17:14,19:7, 9, 21:9, 14, 22, 23, 22:1, 3 — a total of 30 occurrences in Revelation)

The apostle John, alone, refers to Jesus as both the Word of God and the Lamb of God!

76



Revelation 1:2 who testifies to everything he saw — that is, the word of God and the
testimony of Jesus Christ. (NIV, see also Revelation 1:9, 20:4)

In verse 2, John is also stressing that what he was writing “the word of God,” equal to the
“testimony of Jesus Christ.” The two are inseparable. John clearly knew that he was recording
God’s word — the book he was writing came with the authority of God.

Verse 3 begins the seven “blessed” statements, or beatitudes, found in the book of Revelation.

#1. Revelation 1:3 Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy, and
blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is
near. (NIV)

This is John's first “blessed” statement in the book of Revelation. It is not two statements as
the English wording implies. The entire sentence is one unified thought. Sometimes people
casually say there is a blessing in reading the Book of Revelation. This is not true. God'’s
blessing rests on readers who hear it and take it to heart. In other words, God blesses all true
believers!

James 1:22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it
says. (NIV)

John’s words “to read” and “to hear” are in present tense, implying this must be continual and
not merely a onetime past event. His words, “the time is near,” apply less to following events
and more to individual instruction for all later readers. When you read, remember “the time is
near.” Hear the message and take it to heart. The coming events of Revelation are, of course,
presented as near too (see also Revelation 22:10). The time frame they encompass spans from

then until the end.

For reference, the remaining six of the seven “blessed” statements in Revelation are:
#2. Revelation 14:13 Then | heard a voice from heaven say, "Write: Blessed are the
dead who die in the Lord from now on." "Yes," says the Spirit, "they will rest from their
labor, for their deeds will follow them." (NIV)
#3. Revelation 16:15 "Behold, | come like a thief! Blessed is he who stays awake and
keeps his clothes with him, so that he may not go naked and be shamefully exposed."

(NIV)
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#4. Revelation 19:9 Then the angel said to me, "Write: 'Blessed are those who are
invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!"" And he added, "These are the true words
of God." (NIV)

#5. Revelation 20:6 Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first resurrection.
The second death has no power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ
and will reign with him for a thousand years. (NIV)

#6. Revelation 22:7 "Behold, | am coming soon! Blessed is he who keeps the words of
the prophecy in this book." (NIV)

#7. Revelation 22:14 "Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the
right to the tree of life and may go through the gates into the city. (NIV)

Verse 4 begins the section commonly known as “the letters to the seven churches”:

Revelation 1:4-6 John, To the seven churches in the province of Asia: Grace and peace
to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits
before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from
the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and has freed us
from our sins by his blood, 6 and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his
God and Father — to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen. (NIV)

Here John properly starts his cover letter for the seven churches to which sections of this book

are directly and specifically addressed, each found in the Roman province of Asia. For the

record, the seven literal churches of Asia Minor (now modern Turkey) are:

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)

Church at Ephesus (Revelation 2:1-7)
Church at Smyrna (Revelation 2:8-11)
Church at Pergamos (Revelation 2:12-17)
Church at Thyratira (Revelation 2:18- 27)
Church at Sardis (Revelation 3:1-6)
Church at Philadelphia (Revelation 3:7-13)
Church at Laodicea (Revelation 3:14-22)

Seven churches. Excessive emphasis sometimes surrounds this value, tied to claims making all

numbers in Revelation only symbolic. Regardless, there is symbolism in the selected numbers.
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This imagery is interwoven through the entire book. At the same time, this symbolism does not
detract from a possible simultaneous literal use of the number, as appears here with these
literal seven churches. It reveals God’s sovereignty and planning, in that He selected seven
representative churches. Seven is a number that represents completeness or perfection. This
number (7) will appear in many places throughout the Apocalypse (Revelation).

John opens his greeting with “Grace and Peace to you...” This is the most common apostolic
greeting recorded in the New Testament. It is a particular favorite of Paul (Romans 1:7; 1
Corinthians 1:3; 2 Corinthians 1:2; Galatians 1:3; Ephesians 1:2; Philippians 1:2; Colossians 1:2;
1 Thessalonians 1:1; 2 Thessalonians 1:2; Titus 1:4; cf. 1 Timothy 1:2; 2 Timothy 1:2; Philemon
3), and used by Peter (1 Peter 1:2; 2 Peter 1:2). (Consider also John’s use in 2 John 3, more
similar to Paul’s form in 1 and 2™ Timothy). This brief statement is a short and direct expression
of the priestly blessing given in the Old Testament. It focuses on all believers, whom God has
put his name on, being recipients of God’s grace and peace through Jesus Christ:

Numbers 6:22-27 The Lord said to Moses, 23 "Tell Aaron and his sons, 'This is how you
are to bless the Israelites. Say to them: 24 ""The Lord bless you and keep you; 25 the
Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; 26 the Lord turn his face

toward you and give you peace.
will bless them." (NIV)

27 "So they will put my name on the Israelites, and |

In Revelation, this grace and peace comes from three. First up:
“from him who is, and who was, and who is to come”
This description applies to Jesus, even as the author of Hebrews proclaimed:
Hebrews 13:8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. (NIV)
Though possibly Jesus, John is specifically applying it as a title of the first of the Triune God, the
Father. Here he draws on statements that God used of himself throughout Old Testament, also

specifically applied to the Father in the New Testament.

Exodus 3:14 God said to Moses (at the burning bush), "Il AM WHO | AM. This is what
you are to say to the Israelites: 'l AM has sent me to you." (NIV)

Psalms 90:2 Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth and the
world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God. (NIV)
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James 1:17 Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of
the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. (NIV)

“From him who is, and who was, and who is to come.” John uses this as a direct equivalent to
the title Daniel employed in his end times vision. The heavenly father is “the Ancient of Days”:

Daniel 7:9-10 "As | looked, "thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days took his
seat. His clothing was as white as snow; the hair of his head was white like wool. His
throne was flaming with fire, and its wheels were all ablaze. 10 A river of fire was
flowing, coming out from before him. Thousands upon thousands attended him; ten
thousand times ten thousand stood before him. The court was seated, and the books
were opened. (NIV)

John makes clear that grace and peace, as invoked in his blessing, come from three who are a
coequal unity. The next, the second, he specifically referred to is:

“and from the seven spirits before his throne”

Some speculate the seven spirits refer to the seven angels (or messengers) later in focus in
association with the seven churches. This interpretation is improbable. Grace and peace comes
from God and John is clearly invoking three (who are coequal) as being the source of this
blessing. Wherein this second reference comes between the Father and the Son (verse 5), it
only logically leaves the Holy Spirit. Also, in coming imagery, angels (or messengers) appear as
“stars” not as “lamps” (Revelation 1:16, 20). Later reference to the “seven spirits” uses “lamps”
or “torches (ESV)” (i.e. Revelation 4:5).

Benny Hinn presumably used this passage as the basis for one of his most bizarre “revelations”.
He claimed that God revealed to him the trinity had nine within it. Under pressure from other
believers, even within the word-faith and holiness movements, Benny Hinn later retracted this
claim. (So which was in error, Benny Hinn or God who He claimed as the source of his
revelation? One portrays God as a liar; the other reveals Benny Hinn as a false prophet). His
retraction morphed into later clarifications which do not do much better: Hinn later claimed
that each in the trinity has a body, soul, and spirit; therefore he was speaking of the nine
separate parts of the Trinity. Related quotes...

"Each one of them is a triune being by Himself... there's nine of them" (Benny
Hinn, TBN, October 3, 1990).
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"God the Father is a person separate from the Holy Ghost. Totally separate. ...Do you
know that the Holy Spirit has a soul and a body separate from that of Jesus and the
Father? ...God the Father then is a triune being within Himself. He's a person, He has His
own Spirit, He has a soul. ...A soul is my intellect. ...God thinks. ...separate from the Son
and separate from the Holy Ghost. ...God the Father is a separate individual from the
Son and the Holy Ghost, who is a triune being who walks in a spirit body and He has
hair...has eyes...has a mouth...has hands" (Orlando Christian Centre, October 13, 1990).

So why are seven spirits picturing the Holy Spirit? Visual imagery fills the book trying to make
known spiritual ideas that are often hard for us to understand. Drawing on symbolic use of
numbers, adding seven to the Spirit provides a descriptor. He is the perfect Spirit of God. In
fact, another valid translation of the Greek appears in the Complete Jewish Bible:

Revelation 1:4b Grace and shalom to you from the One who is, who was and who is
coming; from the sevenfold Spirit before his throne; (Complete Jewish Bible)

Again, sevenfold implies completeness. This occurs with seven attributes, an allusion to an Old
Testament prophecy of Isaiah. On the coming Messiah, he proclaimed:

Isaiah 11:2-5 The Spirit of the Lord (#1) will rest on him — the Spirit of wisdom (#2) and
of understanding (#3), the Spirit of counsel (#4) and of power (#5), the Spirit of
knowledge (#6) and of the fear of the Lord (#7) — 3 and he will delight in the fear of the
Lord. He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with
his ears; 4 but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give
decisions for the poor of the earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth;
with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. 5 Righteousness will be his belt and
faithfulness the sash around his waist. (NIV, numbering in parenthesis added to identify
the seven attributes)

It’s common belief the seven branches of the Menorah, or candle stand, used in the tabernacle
and temple represents this same sevenfold Spirit. The center receptacle represents “the Spirit
of the Lord.” The 3 branches to each of the 2 sides symbolize the remaining. The menorah
uses God-given design, based on the heavenly one (Hebrews 8:5), afterwards revealed to
Moses.

Exodus 25:31-40 "Make a lampstand of pure gold and hammer it out, base and shaft;
its flowerlike cups, buds and blossoms shall be of one piece with it. 32 Six branches are
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to extend from the sides of the lampstand — three on one side and three on the other.
33 Three cups shaped like almond flowers with buds and blossoms are to be on one
branch, three on the next branch, and the same for all six branches extending from the
lampstand. 34 And on the lampstand there are to be four cups shaped like almond
flowers with buds and blossoms. 35 One bud shall be under the first pair of branches
extending from the lampstand, a second bud under the second pair, and a third bud
under the third pair — six branches in all. 36 The buds and branches shall all be of one
piece with the lampstand, hammered out of pure gold. 37 "Then make its seven lamps
and set them up on it so that they light the space in front of it. 38 Its wick trimmers and
trays are to be of pure gold. 39 A talent of pure gold is to be used for the lampstand and
all these accessories. 40 See that you make them according to the pattern shown you on
the mountain. (NIV)

John’s use of the imagery of Isaiah chapter 11 makes his order of the Trinity logical as well.

Rather than place Jesus as second, he mentions the Holy Spirit (as did Isaiah) and then the One

on whom this Spirit would rest.

Revelation 1:5-6 and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from
the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and has freed us
from our sins by his blood, 6 and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his
God and Father — to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen.

Leaving Jesus, the Son, to last also enabled John to further expand on who Jesus is. While not

addressing the Holy Spirit; Daniel, too, introduced the Father first and then the Son.

Daniel 7:13-14 "In my vision at night | looked, and there before me was one like a son
of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was
led into his presence. 14 He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples,
nations and men of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting
dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.
(NIV)

John’s greeting continues with a summary description of the Son. Jesus is...

“the faithful witness,”
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Psalms 89:35-37 Once for all, | have sworn by my holiness — and | will not lie to David
— 36 that his line will continue forever and his throne endure before me like the sun;
37 it will be established forever like the moon, the faithful witness in the sky." (NIV)

Isaiah 55:1-4 "Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no
money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost.
2 Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on what does not satisfy?
Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and your soul will delight in the richest of
fare. 3 Give ear and come to me; hear me, that your soul may live. | will make an
everlasting covenant with you, my faithful love promised to David. 4 See, | have made
him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander of the peoples. (NIV)

The perfect witness of truth and the Father...

John 3:11-12 | tell you the truth, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we
have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. 12 | have spoken to you of
earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if | speak of heavenly
things? (NIV)

John 18:37 "You are a king, then!" said Pilate. Jesus answered, "You are right in saying |
am a king. In fact, for this reason | was born, and for this | came into the world, to testify
to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me." (NIV)

“the firstborn from the dead”
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Acts 26:22b-23 | am saying nothing beyond what the prophets and Moses said would
happen— 23 that the Christ would suffer and, as the first to rise from the dead, would
proclaim light to his own people and to the Gentiles." (NIV)

1 Corinthians 15:20-23 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits
of those who have fallen asleep. 21 For since death came through a man, the
resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. 22 For as in Adam all die, so in
Christ all will be made alive. 23 But each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then,
when he comes, those who belong to him. (NIV)

Colossians 1:18 And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the
firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy.
(NIV)



“the ruler of the kings of the earth.”

Psalms 72:8-11 [Messianic prophecy] He will rule from sea to sea and from the River to
the ends of the earth. 9 The desert tribes will bow before him and his enemies will lick
the dust. 10 The kings of Tarshish and of distant shores will bring tribute to him; the
kings of Sheba and Seba will present him gifts. 11 All kings will bow down to him and all
nations will serve him. (NIV)

Proverbs 8:15-16 [Said of God] By me kings reign and rulers make laws that are just; 16
by me princes govern, and all nobles who rule on earth. (NIV)

Daniel 7:13-14 [Again, said of the Son of Man] "In my vision at night | looked, and there
before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached
the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. 14 He was given authority, glory and
sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him. His
dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that
will never be destroyed. (NIV)

Matthew 28:18 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me. (NIV)

Ephesians 1:19b-23 That power is like the working of his mighty strength, 20 which he
exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in
the heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every
title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. 22 And
God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for
the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.
(NIV)

Revelation 17:14 They will make war against the Lamb, but the Lamb will overcome
them because he is Lord of lords and King of kings — and with him will be his called,
chosen and faithful followers." (NIV)

“him who loves us”
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John 13:1 It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for
him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the
world, he now showed them the full extent of his love. (NIV)

John 15:9 "As the Father has loved me, so have | loved you. Now remain in my love.
(NIV)

Galatians 2:20 | have been crucified with Christ and | no longer live, but Christ lives in
me. The life | live in the body, | live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
himself for me. (NIV)

Ephesians 2:4-5 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made
us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions — it is by grace you have
been saved. (NIV)

Ephesians 5:1-2 Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children 2 and live a life
of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and
sacrifice to God. (NIV)

1John 4:10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as
an atoning sacrifice for our sins. (NIV)

“(him who) has freed us from our sins by his blood.” Some manuscripts use the word “washed”

instead of freed, especially from the Textus Receptus manuscripts. The NASU presents it as

“released us.” The two ideas are compatible, God washing (or cleansing) implies His freeing us

or releasing us.
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Zechariah 13:1 "On that day a fountain will be opened to the house of David and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and impurity. (NIV)

Acts 20:28 Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has
made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own
blood. (NIV)

Hebrews 9:14 How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal
Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead
to death, so that we may serve the living God! (NIV)



1 Peter 1:18-20 For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or
gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from
your forefathers, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or
defect. 20 He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these
last times for your sake. (NIV)

1John 1:7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one
another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. (NIV)

“(Him who) has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father.” God makes

us into a “royal priesthood”, appointed by Him, belonging to Him, and serving Him forever.
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Exodus 19:5b-6 [Promise to God’s covenant people, to which God has grafted us in]
Although the whole earth is mine, 6 you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy
nation.' These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites." (NIV)

Isaiah 61:1-6a The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed
me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to
proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, 2 to
proclaim the year of the Lord's favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort
all who mourn, 3 and provide for those who grieve in Zion — to bestow on them a
crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, and a
garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. They will be called oaks of righteousness,
a planting of the Lord for the display of his splendor. 4 They will rebuild the ancient
ruins and restore the places long devastated; they will renew the ruined cities that have
been devastated for generations. 5 Aliens will shepherd your flocks; foreigners will work
your fields and vineyards. 6 And you will be called priests of the Lord, you will be named
ministers of our God. (NIV)

Romans 12:1 Therefore, | urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your
bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God — this is your spiritual act of
worship. (NIV) [Priests offer sacrifices to God. As NT believers our sacrifices are out of
love not mandated by law]

1 Peter 2:4-9 As you come to him, the living Stone — rejected by men but chosen by
God and precious to him— 5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual
house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through
Jesus Christ. 6 For in Scripture it says: "See, | lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious



cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame." 7 Now to you
who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, "The stone the
builders rejected has become the capstone,” 8 and, "A stone that causes men to
stumble and a rock that makes them fall." They stumble because they disobey the
message — which is also what they were destined for. 9 But you are a chosen people, a
royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the
praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. (NIV)

Revelation 5:9-10 And they sang a new song: "You are worthy to take the scroll and to
open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God
from every tribe and language and people and nation. 10 You have made them to be a
kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth." (NIV)

Revelation 20:6 Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first resurrection. The
second death has no power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and
will reign with him for a thousand years. (NIV)

How are we priests? Even as Jesus was not eligible to be a priest or high priest in the line of

Aaron (as He was not a descendant of Aaron), neither are we (especially us Gentiles). Nor is

that Mosaic priesthood now necessary as it was only for the first covenant and in conjunction

with now abolished temple worship. We, like our high priest are priests in a different line, not

one that is hereditary but one that is appointed:
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Hebrews 4:14-5:10 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through
the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15 For we
do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we
have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are — yet was without sin. 16
Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy
and find grace to help us in our time of need. 5 Every high priest is selected from
among men and is appointed to represent them in matters related to God, to offer gifts
and sacrifices for sins. 2 He is able to deal gently with those who are ignorant and are
going astray, since he himself is subject to weakness. 3 This is why he has to offer
sacrifices for his own sins, as well as for the sins of the people. 4 No one takes this
honor upon himself; he must be called by God, just as Aaron was. 5 So Christ also did
not take upon himself the glory of becoming a high priest. But God said to him, "You are

my Son; today | have become your Father." 6 And he says in another place, "You are a
priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek." [On Melchizedek, see Genesis 14:18] 7

During the days of Jesus' life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with loud



cries and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of
his reverent submission. 8 Although he was a son, he learned obedience from what he
suffered 9 and, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all
who obey him 10 and was designated by God to be high priest in the order of
Melchizedek. (NIV)

Hebrews 7:26-8:6 Such a high priest meets our need — one who is holy, blameless,
pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above the heavens. 27 Unlike the other high
priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then
for the sins of the people. He sacrificed for their sins once for all when he offered
himself. 28 For the law appoints as high priests men who are weak; but the oath, which
came after the law, appointed the Son, who has been made perfect forever. 8 The point
of what we are saying is this: We do have such a high priest, who sat down at the right
hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, 2 and who serves in the sanctuary, the
true tabernacle set up by the Lord, not by man. 3 Every high priest is appointed to offer
both gifts and sacrifices, and so it was necessary for this one also to have something to
offer. 4 If he were on earth, he would not be a priest, for there are already men who
offer the gifts prescribed by the law. 5 They serve at a sanctuary that is a copy and
shadow of what is in heaven. This is why Moses was warned when he was about to build
the tabernacle: "See to it that you make everything according to the pattern shown you
on the mountain." 6 But the ministry Jesus has received is as superior to theirs as the
covenant of which he is mediator is superior to the old one, and it is founded on better
promises. (NIV)

1 Peter 2:9-10 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people
belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of
darkness into his wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are the
people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
(NIV)

“to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen”

88

Psalms 72:18-19 Praise be to the Lord God, the God of Israel, who alone does marvelous
deeds. 19 Praise be to his glorious name forever; may the whole earth be filled with his
glory. Amen and Amen. (NIV)

Philippians 2:5-11 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 6 Who,
being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,
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7 but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human
likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became
obedient to death — even death on a cross! 9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest
place and gave him the name that is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (NIV)

1 Peter 4:11 If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If
anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God
may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and
ever. Amen. (NIV)

2 Peter 3:18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
To him be glory both now and forever! Amen. (NIV)

Jude 24-25 To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his
glorious presence without fault and with great joy— 25 to the only God our Savior be
glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now
and forevermore! Amen. (NIV)

Revelation 4:10-11 the twenty-four elders fall down before him who sits on the throne,
and worship him who lives for ever and ever. They lay their crowns before the throne
and say: 11 "You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power,
for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being."
(NIV)

Revelation 5:11-14 Then | looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering
thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the
throne and the living creatures and the elders. 12 In a loud voice they sang: "Worthy is
the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and
honor and glory and praise!" 13 Then | heard every creature in heaven and on earth and
under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, singing: "To him who sits on the
throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!"
14 The four living creatures said, "Amen," and the elders fell down and worshiped.
(NIV)



Now and forevermore, for eternity, Jesus is Jesus. There is no time-based limit to every quality
and praise ascribed to Him, as with some earthly ruler. Honor, glory, and power continue
forever without end.

Definition

Amen — From the Hebrew root word “sure.” The Greek word stems from the Hebrew and
later into English. It keeps the same overall meaning: “I agree,” or “Let it be so,” or “So be
it,” or “Truly.” Believers use it to express agreement with God: “Your will be done.”

Use of the word “Amen” becomes agreement with objective truth (truth fixed by God, rooted in
whom He is). Note this English translation of Isaiah:

Isaiah 65:16 Whoever invokes a blessing in the land will do so by the God of truth
[literally “God of Amen”]; he who takes an oath in the land will swear by the God of
truth [literally “God of Amen”]. For the past troubles will be forgotten and hidden from
my eyes. (NIV)

Matthew 5:17-18 "Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; |
have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 | tell you the truth [literally
“Amen”. KIJV: For verily | say unto you], until heaven and earth disappear, not the
smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law
until everything is accomplished. (NIV)

John, quoting Jesus, uses it as a double statement many times...

John 6:47 Verily [literally “Amen”], verily [literally “Amen”], | say unto you, He that
believeth on me hath everlasting life. (KJV)

John 6:47 | tell you the truth, he who believes has everlasting life. (NIV)
Jesus is using Amen as a statement of unconditional and unchangeable belief — in other words,
of truth (objective truth fixed by God). Anyone who does not recognize the full sovereignty of

God does not understand what they are saying when they use the word “Amen.” Believers can
only say “Amen” if they believe in and trust God to act as He wills.
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The Bible examples use of amen by individuals and groups. In gatherings of believers it
expresses shared agreement. For example, after David gave a Psalm of Thanksgiving (towards
the end):

1 Chronicles 16:34-36 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever.
35 Cry out, "Save us, O God our Savior; gather us and deliver us from the nations, that
we may give thanks to your holy name, that we may glory in your praise." 36 Praise be
to the Lord, the God of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting. Then all the people said
"Amen" and "Praise the Lord." (NIV)

Biblically we understand all New Testament believers to be priests under our high priest, Jesus.
What Old Testament prophecy shows the Messiah was to be a priest? (His priesthood is part of
the threefold, prophet, priest and king, typically used to reference His authority and roles).
Consider both David and Zechariah:

Psalms 110:4 The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind: "You are a priest forever,
in the order of Melchizedek." (NIV) [The context of this verse comes from Psalms 110:1
which Jesus applied to himself: Matthew 22:42-46, Mark 12:35-37. Further, Scriptures
directly apply Psalms 110:4 to Jesus in Hebrews 7:17]

Zechariah 6:12-13 Tell him this is what the Lord Almighty says: 'Here is the man whose
name is the Branch, and he will branch out from his place and build the temple of the
Lord. 13 It is he who will build the temple of the Lord, and he will be clothed with
majesty and will sit and rule on his throne. And he will be a priest on his throne. And
there will be harmony between the two.' (NIV)

Returning to Revelation, John continues speaking about Jesus...
Revelation 1:7 Look, he [Jesus] is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him,
even those who pierced him; and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of
him. So shall it be! Amen. (NIV)

“Coming with the clouds”

- Invokes Old Testament imagery of our Sovereign Lord:

Psalms 97:1-6 The Lord reigns, let the earth be glad; let the distant shores rejoice. 2
Clouds and thick darkness surround him; righteousness and justice are the
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foundation of his throne. 3 Fire goes before him and consumes his foes on every
side. 4 His lightning lights up the world; the earth sees and trembles. 5 The
mountains melt like wax before the Lord, before the Lord of all the earth. 6 The
heavens proclaim his righteousness, and all the peoples see his glory. (NIV)

Daniel 7:13-14 "In my vision at night | looked, and there before me was one like a
son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days
and was led into his presence. 14 He was given authority, glory and sovereign
power; all peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him. His dominion
is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will
never be destroyed. (NIV)

Nahum 1:3 The Lord is slow to anger and great in power; the Lord will not leave the
guilty unpunished. His way is in the whirlwind and the storm, and clouds are the
dust of his feet. (NIV)

Alludes to many prophecies of the New Testament:

Matthew 24:15-35 "So when you see standing in the holy place 'the abomination
that causes desolation,' spoken of through the prophet Daniel — let the reader
understand— 16 then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 17 Let no
one on the roof of his house go down to take anything out of the house. 18 Let no
one in the field go back to get his cloak. 19 How dreadful it will be in those days for
pregnant women and nursing mothers! 20 Pray that your flight will not take place in
winter or on the Sabbath. 21 For then there will be great distress, unequaled from
the beginning of the world until now — and never to be equaled again. 22 If those
days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect
those days will be shortened. 23 At that time if anyone says to you, 'Look, here is the
Christ!" or, 'There he is!' do not believe it. 24 For false Christs and false prophets will
appear and perform great signs and miracles to deceive even the elect — if that
were possible. 25 See, | have told you ahead of time. 26 "So if anyone tells you,
'There he is, out in the desert,' do not go out; or, 'Here he is, in the inner rooms,' do
not believe it. 27 For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the
west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 28 Wherever there is a carcass, there

m

the vultures will gather. 29 "Immediately after the distress of those days "'the sun
will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky,
and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.' 30 "At that time the sign of the Son of Man

will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the
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Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. 31 And he
will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the
four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other. 32 "Now learn this lesson
from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know
that summer is near. 33 Even so, when you see all these things, you know that it is
near, right at the door. 34 | tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass
away until all these things have happened. 35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but
my words will never pass away. (NIV)

Luke 21:20-34 "When you see Jerusalem being surrounded by armies, you will know
that its desolation is near. 21 Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains,
let those in the city get out, and let those in the country not enter the city. 22 For
this is the time of punishment in fulfillment of all that has been written. 23 How
dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! There will
be great distress in the land and wrath against this people. 24 They will fall by the
sword and will be taken as prisoners to all the nations. Jerusalem will be trampled
on by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. 25 "There will be signs
in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish and perplexity at
the roaring and tossing of the sea. 26 Men will faint from terror, apprehensive of
what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken. 27 At that time
they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28 When
these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your
redemption is drawing near." 29 He told them this parable: "Look at the fig tree and
all the trees. 30 When they sprout leaves, you can see for yourselves and know that
summer is near. 31 Even so, when you see these things happening, you know that
the kingdom of God is near. 32 "l tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not
pass away until all these things have happened. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away,
but my words will never pass away. (NIV)

Acts 1:6-11 So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time
going to restore the kingdom to Israel?" 7 He said to them: "It is not for you to know
the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive
power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 9 After he
said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their
sight. 10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly
two men dressed in white stood beside them. 11 "Men of Galilee," they said, "why
do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from



you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into
heaven." (NIV)

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those
who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope. 14 We believe
that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those
who have fallen asleep in him. 15 According to the Lord's own word, we tell you that
we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not
precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will come down from
heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet
call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 After that, we who are still alive
and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in
the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 18 Therefore encourage each other
with these words. (NIV)

Revelation 14:14-16 | looked, and there before me was a white cloud, and seated on
the cloud was one "like a son of man" with a crown of gold on his head and a sharp
sickle in his hand. 15 Then another angel came out of the temple and called in a loud
voice to him who was sitting on the cloud, "Take your sickle and reap, because the
time to reap has come, for the harvest of the earth is ripe." 16 So he who was seated
on the cloud swung his sickle over the earth, and the earth was harvested. (NIV)

Matthew 26:63-66 The high priest said to him, "I charge you under oath by the living
God: Tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God." 64 "Yes, it is as you say," Jesus
replied. "But | say to all of you: In the future you will see the Son of Man sitting at
the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven." 65 Then the
high priest tore his clothes and said, "He has spoken blasphemy! Why do we need
any more witnesses? Look, now you have heard the blasphemy. 66 What do you
think?" "He is worthy of death," they answered. (NIV)

“and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him.”

94

This statement takes us to an Old Testament Prophecy:

Zechariah 12:10 "And | will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of
Jerusalem a spirit of grace and supplication. They will look on me, the one they have
pierced, and they will mourn for him as one mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly
for him as one grieves for a firstborn son. (NIV)



Believers mourn because we see, with sorrow, our sin as causing His death; nonbelievers
mourn because they see the personal consequences of their sins.

2 Corinthians 7:9b-10 For you became sorrowful as God intended and so were not
harmed in any way by us. 10 Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and
leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death. (NIV)

This prophecy appears to have a dual fulfillment, at Jesus’ first coming and at His return:

John 19:33-37 (Fulfilled in Jesus’ first coming.) But when they came to Jesus and found
that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 34 Instead, one of the soldiers
pierced Jesus' side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water. 35 The man
who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the
truth, and he testifies so that you also may believe. 36 These things happened so that
the scripture would be fulfilled: "Not one of his bones will be broken," 37 and, as
another scripture says, "They will look on the one they have pierced." (NIV)

Matthew 24:30-31 (Jesus will fulfill this at His second coming.) "At that time the sign of
the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn. They
will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. 31
And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from
the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other. (NIV) [Full Preterists say this
was a second fulfillment shortly after His first coming. Some partial Preterists
understand a partial past fulfillment plus another future facet.]

The next verse differs from its preceding and following verses, prompting independent
examination.

Revelation 1:8 "I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is, and who
was, and who is to come, the Almighty." (NIV)

The context is clear: this verse ends a summary emphasis on Jesus Christ by showing His unity
with God the Father — that He is one with the Father. Dispute exists over who is speaking in
verse 8, whether God the Father or Christ the Son. Settling who takes us to the textual
evidence...

Who uses the title “I am” throughout Scriptures? The Father:
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Exodus 3:11-15 But Moses said to God, "Who am |, that | should go to Pharaoh and
bring the Israelites out of Egypt?" 12 And God said, "l will be with you. And this will be
the sign to you that it is | who have sent you: When you have brought the people out of
Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain." 13 Moses said to God, "Suppose | go to
the Israelites and say to them, 'The God of your fathers has sent me to you,' and they
ask me, 'What is his name?' Then what shall | tell them?" 14 God said to Moses, "I AM
WHO | AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: 'l AM has sent me to you."" 15
God also said to Moses, "Say to the Israelites, 'The Lord, the God of your fathers — the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob — has sent me to you.' This is
my name forever, the name by which | am to be remembered from generation to
generation. (NIV)

Jesus (the Son):

Both God and Jesus claim the title “I am.

John 8:51-59 | tell you the truth, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death." 52
At this the Jews exclaimed, "Now we know that you are demon-possessed! Abraham
died and so did the prophets, yet you say that if anyone keeps your word, he will never
taste death. 53 Are you greater than our father Abraham? He died, and so did the
prophets. Who do you think you are?" 54 Jesus replied, "If | glorify myself, my glory
means nothing. My Father, whom you claim as your God, is the one who glorifies me. 55
Though you do not know him, | know him. If | said | did not, | would be a liar like you,
but | do know him and keep his word. 56 Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of
seeing my day; he saw it and was glad." 57 "You are not yet fifty years old," the Jews
said to him, "and you have seen Abraham!" 58 "I tell you the truth," Jesus answered,
"before Abraham was born, | am!" 59 At this, they picked up stones to stone him, but
Jesus hid himself, slipping away from the temple grounds. (NIV)

”

This brings us to the next words in our Revelation

passage: “the Alpha and Omega.” Consider who uses this title throughout Scriptures. The

Father:
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Revelation 21:5-7 He who was seated on the throne said, "I am making everything
new!" Then he said, "Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true." 6 He
said to me: "It is done. | am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To
him who is thirsty | will give to drink without cost from the spring of the water of life. 7
He who overcomes will inherit all this, and | will be his God and he will be my son. (NIV)



Jesus (in the synonymous form “First and the Last”):

Revelation 1:17-18 When | saw him, | fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his
right hand on me and said: "Do not be afraid. | am the First and the Last. 18 | am the
Living One; | was dead, and behold | am alive for ever and ever! And | hold the keys of
death and Hades. (NIV)

Revelation 2:8 "To the angel of the church in Smyrna write: These are the words of him
who is the First and the Last, who died and came to life again. (NIV)

Revelation 22:12-13 "Behold, | am coming soon! My reward is with me, and | will give to
everyone according to what he has done. 13 | am the Alpha and the Omega, the First
and the Last, the Beginning and the End. (NIV)

Again we see similar or parallel terms for both Jesus and the Father. First evidences are
ambiguous. This brings us to the last title in Revelation 1:8, “the Almighty.” Finally, textual
evidence points towards one; the Father:

Genesis 17:1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to him and
said, "l am God Almighty; walk before me and be blameless. (NIV)

Psalms 24:8-10 Who is this King of glory? The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty
in battle. 9 Lift up your heads, O you gates; lift them up, you ancient doors, that the
King of glory may come in. 10 Who is he, this King of glory? The Lord Almighty — he is
the King of glory. (NIV)

2 Corinthians 6:17-18 (Referencing the Old Testament) 17 "Therefore come out from
them and be separate, says the Lord. Touch no unclean thing, and | will receive you."
18 "I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord
Almighty." (NIV)

Revelation 21:22 | did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty [the
Father] and the Lamb are its temple. (NIV)

The Messianic prophecy of Isaiah 9:6 refers to Jesus as “Mighty God,” seemingly a similar or
parallel title with “the Almighty” for Jesus. Yet, they are not direct equivalents. Significantly, all
later use in the Book of Revelation, in the form of “God Almighty” or “Lord God Almighty,” is
universally about God the Father.
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Red-letter Bibles often place the words of Revelation 1:8 in red, crediting them to Christ, but it’s
likely these are words directly from the Father. This statement becomes an opening reference
point to compare the marks of Deity which Jesus justly claims for Himself through this book.
Remember that Jesus expressly claimed to come from God, speaking the words of His Father
and doing His work.

John 3:34a For the one whom God has sent speaks the words of God, (NIV)

John 14:6-11 Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes
to the Father except through me. 7 If you really knew me, you would know my Father as
well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him." 8 Philip said, "Lord, show us
the Father and that will be enough for us." 9 Jesus answered: "Don't you know me,
Philip, even after | have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me
has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'? 10 Don't you believe that |
am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words | say to you are not just my
own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 11 Believe me when |
say that | am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of
the miracles themselves. (NIV)

It shouldn’t surprise us that we would struggle to recognize exactly who is speaking, at times,
within this text. This shows the almost inseparable closeness of Son and Father. They have one
message. Consider again this messianic prophecy of Isaiah calling Jesus “Mighty God.” God the
Father sets up Jesus’ reign and eternally continues it. In this passage, the Father’s given title is
the “Lord Almighty” or “Lord of Hosts” in some translations. The Greek text literally says
“Yahweh of Hosts.” Lord Almighty is a good translation of the underlying idea:

Isaiah 9:6-7 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on
his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no
end. He will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it
with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord
Almighty will accomplish this. (NIV)

Returning to Revelation, the apostle John provides a secondary introduction of himself. Once

again He stresses His identification with all God’s children, rather than any position of authority
such as “apostle.”
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Revelation 1:9 |, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and
patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the
word of God and the testimony of Jesus. (NIV)

Consider the importance the modern church has placed on titles for authority figures. In many
circles failure to employ titles is a sign of disrespect. In the least, many feel such omission
inappropriate. Commonplace labels include:

Father (Roman Catholic, Orthodox)

Holy Father

Pope (means “father”)

Pontifex Maximus (high priest, literally “greatest bridge-maker”)
Cardinal (Roman Catholic)

Reverend (“worthy to be revered”)

Most Reverend (Catholic, Orthodox, Anglican)
Patriarch (“chief father”, Assyrian, Orthodox, Catholic)
Doctor

Reverend-Doctor

Bishop

Archbishop

Vicar

Primate

Metropolitan

Canon

Curate

Archpriest

Monsignor

Pastor

Elder

Deacon

Junior Deacon

Archdeacon

Prophetess

Prophet

Master Prophet

Evangelist

Minister

Missionary
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Professor
Brother (Protestant, but only of leadership)
Sister (Protestant, but only of leadership)

If anyone deserved a special title, it was the aged and esteemed apostle John. Yet he went by
the simple title “brother.”

Some churches flee titles to the extreme. They (including some Brethren or Brethren-like
churches) use only “brother” or “sister” as common titles for all within the church. Most
recognize offices of authority within the church (including apostle, elder and pastor, teacher).
Yet, they believe the overall message of the New Testament shows that we address one
another as equals before God, with the only scriptural titles being “brother” and “sister.” So
are all other titles wrong?

Matthew 23:8-12 "But you are not to be called 'Rabbi,' for you have only one Master
and you are all brothers. 9 And do not call anyone on earth 'father,' for you have one
Father, and he is in heaven. 10 Nor are you to be called 'teacher,’ for you have one
Teacher, the Christ. 11 The greatest among you will be your servant. 12 For whoever
exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted. (NIV)

This passage does not exclude referring to someone as a “prophet,” a “disciple,” an “apostle,”
etc. This appears many times in the gospels alone, including the book of Matthew (10:1, 2, 41)
and elsewhere (e.g. Acts 13:1; Acts 14:23; Romans 1:1; Galatians 1:1). Through every use of
these titles, they legitimately refer to the office of the referenced individual. This also does not
ban a person from calling their immediate male ancestor “father.” Rather, this is a focused
prohibition banning titles as a means of pride in spiritual matters (especially in the church). The
verses immediately prior focus on those who would seek glory from any means; using methods
that make them out (or show them) spiritually superior to others:

Matthew 23:1-8 Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: 2 "The teachers of
the law and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat. 3 So you must obey them and do
everything they tell you. But do not do what they do, for they do not practice what they
preach. 4 They tie up heavy loads and put them on men's shoulders, but they
themselves are not willing to lift a finger to move them. 5 "Everything they do is done
for men to see: They make their phylacteries wide and the tassels on their garments
long; 6 they love the place of honor at banquets and the most important seats in the
synagogues; 7 they love to be greeted in the marketplaces and to have men call them
‘Rabbi.' (NIV)
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The issue in Matthew is humility. Yes, God gave apostles and elders specific duties and
responsibility for care of the church, but they are not to seek personal exaltation through titles.
The officeholder should be recognizable through their correct and just administration of their
duties rather than by need of an honorific title. Put another way, general use of a title describes
what a person is doing. Labels do not magically turn individuals into something they are not.
And they should never promote one believer over another.

Ephesians 4:11-13 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some
to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 12 to prepare God's people for
works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in
the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the
whole measure of the fullness of Christ. (NIV)

The early Christians used common and functional terms to describe themselves and
their relationships. Some of these terms are "brother," "beloved," "fellow-worker,"

nn n.n n.n

"laborer," "slave," "servant," "prisoner," "fellow-soldier," and "steward." Of course
there were prophets, teachers, apostles, evangelists, leaders, elders, and deacons within
the first churches, but these were not used as formal titles for individuals. All Christians
are saints, but there was no "Saint John." All are priests, but there was no "Priest Philip."
Some are elders, but there was no "Elder Paul." Some are overseers, but there was no
"Overseer John." Some are pastors, but there was not "Pastor James." Some are
deacons, but there was no "Deacon Peter." (Alexander Strauch, a writer and shepherd

in Littleton, CO. Biblical Eldership [1995] pp. 302-303)
Paul legitimately referred to Luke as a “doctor,” for that was his training and profession. He
didn’t use it to raise Luke’s stature within the church. The apostle mainly used it to identify the
specifically referenced Luke to his readers.

Colossians 4:14 Our dear friend Luke, the doctor, and Demas send greetings. (NIV)
Consider how far many modern churches have distanced themselves from Biblical example in
awarding formal titles. Nowadays creative labels, some compounded for emphasis, regularly

advance the stature of a chosen few leaders.

In contrast, only two terms widely apply to believers in Scriptures, whether the individual held
an office or not. While descriptive metaphors, these become applicable titles:
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Brother and sister —

Matthew 23:8 "But you are not to be called 'Rabbi,' for you have only one
Master and you are all brothers.

Romans 16:1 | commend to you our sister Phoebe, a servant of the church in
Cenchrea. (NIV)

Philemon 2a to Apphia our sister (NIV)

James 2:15 Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. (NIV)

Paul refers to Timothy and Onesimus as “a son,” implying himself “a father” (1 Corinthians 4:17;
1 Timothy 1:18; 2 Timothy 2:1; Philemon 10). Such wording appears to violate Matthew 23:9,
but it does not. Paul clearly focused this spiritual relation as being “in Christ” or “in faith” a
state brought about by God, using it as a metaphorical descriptor rather than an exalted title.

When issuing a formal statement for the church, the apostles and elders simply addressed
themselves as “your brothers”...

Acts 15:23 With them they sent the following letter: The apostles and elders, your
brothers, To the Gentile believers in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia: (NIV)

At times, the apostles found it necessary to use their descriptive label, or title, to describe the
task God had given them. Yet, nowhere do we have the apostles using honorific or superior
titles to exert influence or advance themselves. Consider Peter. He could have called himself “a
super-elder,” “Chief Elder,” “an apostle over elders,” or (by Roman Catholic theory) “the Bishop
of Rome.” The scriptural reality was far different; in a letter to other elders he wrote...

1 Peter 5:1 To the elders among you, | appeal as a fellow elder, (NIV)

Exalted titles were never to be part of Christ’s church. The person who boasts in his title has
missed Christ’s message for the church; we boast in Christ alone (i.e. 2 Corinthians 10:17-18).

Galatians 6:12-15 Those who want to make a good impression outwardly are trying to
compel you to be circumcised. The only reason they do this is to avoid being persecuted
for the cross of Christ. 13 Not even those who are circumcised obey the law, yet they
want you to be circumcised that they may boast about your flesh. 14 May | never boast

102



except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified
to me, and | to the world. 15 Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything;
what counts is a new creation. (NIV)

Jude 4, 16 For certain men whose condemnation was written about long ago have
secretly slipped in among you. They are godless men, who change the grace of our God
into a license for immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord. ... 16
These men are grumblers and faultfinders; they follow their own evil desires; they boast
about themselves and flatter others for their own advantage. (NIV)

The titles “brother” and “sister,” properly applied to all believers, boasts only in the Lord. He
alone is the source and power behind all of us becoming His children and joint heirs with Christ
(c.f. Romans 8:17).

John 1:12-13 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave
the right to become children of God— 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of
human decision or a husband's will, but born of God. (NIV)

Returning to Revelation chapter 1...
Revelation 1:9 1, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and
patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the

word of God and the testimony of Jesus.

In this verse, John reveals his common experience with the whole church. We all have in
common:

- Brother & sisters (the church is a family)
Luke 18:29-30 "I tell you the truth," Jesus said to them, "no one who has left home or
wife or brothers or parents or children for the sake of the kingdom of God 30 will fail to
receive many times as much in this age and, in the age to come, eternal life." (NIV)
John 20:17 [After the resurrection] Jesus said [to Mary Magdalene], "Do not hold on to

me, for | have not yet returned to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, 'l
am returning to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God."" (NIV)
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(The significance is not firstly that we are family with each other, rather how we are
family with each other. We are made brothers of Jesus!)

Hebrews 2:11-12 Both the one who makes men holy and those who are made holy are
of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers. 12 He says, "I will
declare your name to my brothers; in the presence of the congregation | will sing your
praises." (NIV)

(Consider the next verse in light of knowing that we are firstly brothers with Jesus and
the example he gave to us!)

1 John 3:16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And
we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. (NIV)

- Suffering (literally: tribulation, trouble, persecution). Note that suffering is part of God’s will.
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Firstly for His son...

Isaiah 53:1-12 Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the Lord
been revealed? 2 He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry
ground. He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance
that we should desire him. 3 He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows,
and familiar with suffering. Like one from whom men hide their faces he was despised,
and we esteemed him not. 4 Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows,
yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. 5 But he was
pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that
brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. 6 We all, like sheep,
have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him
the iniquity of us all. 7 He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth;
he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so
he did not open his mouth. 8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away. And who
can speak of his descendants? For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the
transgression of my people he was stricken. 9 He was assigned a grave with the wicked,
and with the rich in his death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his
mouth. 10 Yet it was the Lord's will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though
the Lord makes his life a guilt offering, he will see his offspring and prolong his days, and
the will of the Lord will prosper in his hand. 11 After the suffering of his soul, he will see
the light [of life] and be satisfied; by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify
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many, and he will bear their iniquities. 12 Therefore | will give him a portion among the
great, and he will divide the spoils with the strong, because he poured out his life unto
death, and was numbered with the transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, and
made intercession for the transgressors. (NIV)

Also, the Apostle Paul and all believers...

Acts 9:15-16 But the Lord said to Ananias, "Go! This man is my chosen instrument to
carry my name before the Gentiles and their kings and before the people of Israel. 16 |
will show him how much he must suffer for my name." (NIV)

Romans 5:1-5 Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith
into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. 3
Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering
produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 And hope
does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy
Spirit, whom he has given us. (NIV)

Romans 8:17-18 Now if we are children, then we are heirs — heirs of God and co-heirs
with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his
glory. 18 | consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory
that will be revealed in us. (NIV)

1 Corinthians 12:24b-27 But God has combined the members of the body and has given
greater honor to the parts that lacked it, 25 so that there should be no division in the
body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 26 If one part suffers,
every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. 27 Now you
are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. (NIV)

2 Corinthians 1:3-7 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father
of compassion and the God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our troubles, so that
we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from
God. 5 For just as the sufferings of Christ flow over into our lives, so also through Christ
our comfort overflows. 6 If we are distressed, it is for your comfort and salvation; if we
are comforted, it is for your comfort, which produces in you patient endurance of the
same sufferings we suffer. 7 And our hope for you is firm, because we know that just as
you share in our sufferings, so also you share in our comfort. (NIV)
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1 Peter 1:3-9 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great
mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade —
kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God's power until the
coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you greatly
rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of
trials. 7 These have come so that your faith — of greater worth than gold, which
perishes even though refined by fire — may be proved genuine and may result in praise,
glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Though you have not seen him, you
love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled
with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the
salvation of your souls. (NIV)

1 Peter 4:12-19 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering,
as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice that you participate
in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 14 If
you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory
and of God rests on you. 15 If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any
other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler. 16 However, if you suffer as a Christian, do
not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name. 17 For it is time for judgment
to begin with the family of God; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for
those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18 And, "If it is hard for the righteous to be
saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?" 19 So then, those who suffer
according to God's will should commit themselves to their faithful Creator and continue
to do good. (NIV)

Romans 8:35-39 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or
hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written:
"For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be
slaughtered." 37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who
loved us. 38 For | am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,
neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in
Christ Jesus our Lord. (NIV)



2 Timothy 3:12-13 In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be
persecuted, 13 while evil men and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and
being deceived. (NIV)

- And kingdom (Not merely “heaven” but also God’s present kingdom, something often less

recognizable)

Matthew 6:25-34 "Therefore | tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat
or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food,
and the body more important than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not
sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you
not much more valuable than they? 27 Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to
his life? 28 "And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the field grow.
They do not labor or spin. 29 Yet | tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was
dressed like one of these. 30 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is
here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you, O
you of little faith? 31 So do not worry, saying, '"What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we
drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your
heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 34 Therefore do not
worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough
trouble of its own. (NIV)

- Patient endurance (perseverance or steadfastness)

Romans 15:5-6 May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit
of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, 6 so that with one heart and
mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. (NIV)

1 Peter 5:7-11 Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 8 Be self-
controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for
someone to devour. 9 Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your
brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings. 10 And the
God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a
little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. 11 To him
be the power for ever and ever. Amen. (NIV)

John did have a specific in verse 9, seemingly unique to him:
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- He “was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus.”

Definition (Place)

Patmos — Patmos is an island in the Aegean Sea, located about 40 miles off the coast of
Turkey (Asia Minor). It has a land area of just over 13 square miles (34 square kilometers),
with its highest point not exceeding 900 feet above sea level. Today, it is a Greek Island
having voluntarily joined Greece in 1948. Historical sources (such as Pliny and Tacitus) tell us
that it was common for the Romans to send their prisoners to islands.

Emphasis rests on the reason not the specific place: “Because of the word of God and the
testimony of Jesus Christ.” Where John went, or where we are, makes no real difference if it's
for similar reason. We should be willing to be wherever God would have us to be, whether by
compulsion (as was John’s exile) or voluntarily. Every plan we make should be subject to
change on short notice as God wills!

James 4:13-15 Now listen, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that
city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money." 14 Why, you do not even
know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a
little while and then vanishes. 15 Instead, you ought to say, "If it is the Lord's will, we
will live and do this or that." (NIV)

Revelation 1:10 On the Lord's Day | was in the Spirit, and | heard behind me a loud voice
like a trumpet,
This is the first reference to the resurrection day, the first day of the week, as “the Lord’s Day.”
Unquestionably every day belongs to the Lord, but John wanted special emphasis on one day.
Believers held it in special significance. The reason why the church began meeting on the first
day of the week was because it was the Lord’s Day, the day of the resurrection.

Speculation and unwarranted emphasis often go with the phrase “in the Spirit.” Some, seeking
a formula, often note that Peter and Paul were in ecstatic states when the Lord spoke to them
through visions. (Peter in a trace on the roof of Simon the tanner in Joppa, Acts 10:9-10, Paul
similarly so in the temple of Jerusalem, Acts 22:17-19). Here John appears fully alert, in
complete control of his senses (he sees, hears, writes, and more). The meaning is far simpler
than a contrived procedure. Believers must listen to the Spirit. Moreover, they must agree with
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the Spirit. They must be open to learning all He reveals about God. As part of the triune God,

the Spirit reveals all truth and especially the message of Jesus.

John 16:12-13 "I [Jesus] have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear.
13 But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not
speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to
come. (NIV)

John 14:25-26 "All this I [Jesus] have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Counselor,
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will
remind you of everything | have said to you. (NIV)

We should follow John’s example on every Lord’s Day and be “in the Spirit.” We come seeking

to hear what the Spirit has to say, to learn of Jesus, and to focus on knowing the truth.

Revelation 1:10-11 On the Lord's Day | [John] was in the Spirit, and | heard behind me
a loud voice like a trumpet, 11 which said: "Write on a scroll what you see and send it to
the seven churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and
Laodicea." (NIV)

John likens the voice he heard to an instrument, using sounds-like imagery. It didn’t literally

make a noise like a trumpet. It was like a trumpet in some respects, while still heard as a voice

speaking a human language:

Revelation 1:10b | heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet

In ancient times a trumpet heralded an important message. This voice in Revelation sounding

like a trumpet brings emphasis that an essential message is coming. The Ten Commandments at

Sinai is another major instance. Not coincidentally, at this important juncture the people also

heard a trumpet sound.
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Exodus 19:16-19 On the morning of the third day there was thunder and lightning, with
a thick cloud over the mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast. Everyone in the camp
trembled. 17 Then Moses led the people out of the camp to meet with God, and they
stood at the foot of the mountain. 18 Mount Sinai was covered with smoke, because the
Lord descended on it in fire. The smoke billowed up from it like smoke from a furnace,
the whole mountain trembled violently, 19 and the sound of the trumpet grew louder



and louder. Then Moses spoke and the voice of God answered him. (NIV) [Also Exodus
20:18]

Consider also a trumpet’s association with the return of Jesus (Matthew 24:31 & 1
Thessalonians 4:16) — it makes a trumpet sound something worth paying attention to!

In John’s case, there is an important message, a specific command stating what he must do.
There is no question he must heed this directive from God. All believers must heed God’s
commands. Though John appears startled by the heavenly voice he does not question the
charge which follows.

Revelation 1:11 which said: "Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven
churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea."

Definition

Biblion (bib-lee-on) — A Greek word for book, or specifically a scroll, as was the common
form of books in the first century. A Greek synonym of Biblos.

The Divine message now specifically identifies the seven churches referenced in verse 4. Listed
are seven real churches, all churches John has worked with previously before his exile.
Regardless, the letters which follow are not seven separate messages. The overall message is
unquestionably for all churches. Note the command to send “what he sees” on a single scroll (a
“biblion”) and send it to all seven. Revelation is one unified book. The implied purpose is a
message equally necessary for all churches. Inclusion in Scriptures expands this to all later
churches too, the church represented by these original seven. There’s one indivisible message
for Christ’s bride.

The instruction to write “what you see” includes the immediate image before his eyes but also
all future parts of the apocalypse as well.

Revelation 1:12-16 | turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when
| turned | saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and among the lampstands was someone
"like a son of man," dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash
around his chest. 14 His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his
eyes were like blazing fire. 15 His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his
voice was like the sound of rushing waters. 16 In his right hand he held seven stars, and
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out of his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in
all its brilliance.

The disciple John responds to the voice speaking by turning around. We don’t know if he
recognized the voice right away, perhaps in its glorified state sounding even more regal than
that which he remembered (now like a trumpet. i.e. Revelation 1:10). Regardless of if he
immediately recognized the voice; he continues his account not with an outright statement of
whom the speaker is, rather with a description of the sight he was witnessing.

John once walked with Jesus and was part of Jesus’ inner-circle of disciples. In his gospel, he
identified himself in manner giving glory to Jesus, as “the disciple Jesus loved.” He wasn’t
singling himself out as loved by Jesus more than other disciples, rather he was awed by the fact
Jesus loved him so much. His self-title stresses this love Jesus had for him. Consider a few
episodes of John’s life with Jesus during his ministry years...

John was the one reclining closest to Jesus at the last supper:

John 13:23-24 One of them, the disciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining next to him.
24 Simon Peter motioned to this disciple and said, "Ask him which one he means."
(NIV)

John was the one Jesus entrusted the care of his mother too:

John 19:25-27 Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother's sister, Mary the
wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother there, and the
disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, "Dear woman, here is
your son," 27 and to the disciple, "Here is your mother." From that time on, this disciple
took her into his home. (NIV)

Following Jesus’ resurrection, John was among the first to hear the news and visit the tomb:

John 20:1-9 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene
went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 2 So
she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said,
"They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don't know where they have put
him!" 3 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but
the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over and looked in
at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter, who was behind
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him, arrived and went into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7 as well as
the burial cloth that had been around Jesus' head. The cloth was folded up by itself,
separate from the linen. 8 Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first,
also went inside. He saw and believed. 9 (They still did not understand from Scripture
that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) (NIV)

After the resurrection, Jesus met with John (and Peter) at Galilee:

John 21:4-10 Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not
realize that it was Jesus. 5 He called out to them, "Friends, haven't you any fish?" "No,"
they answered. 6 He said, "Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will
find some." When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large
number of fish. 7 Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord!" As
soon as Simon Peter heard him say, "It is the Lord," he wrapped his outer garment
around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into the water. 8 The other disciples
followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were not far from shore, about
a hundred yards. 9 When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish
on it, and some bread. (NIV)

Rumor held that Jesus told John that he wouldn’t die:
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John 21:17-25 The third time he said to him, "Simon son of John, do you love me?"
Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, "Do you love me?" He said,
"Lord, you know all things; you know that | love you." Jesus said, "Feed my sheep. 18 |
tell you the truth, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went where you
wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will
dress you and lead you where you do not want to go." 19 Jesus said this to indicate the
kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, "Follow me!" 20
Peter turned and saw that the disciple whom Jesus loved was following them. (This was
the one who had leaned back against Jesus at the supper and had said, "Lord, who is
going to betray you?") 21 When Peter saw him, he asked, "Lord, what about him?" 22
Jesus answered, "If | want him to remain alive until | return, what is that to you? You
must follow me." 23 Because of this, the rumor spread among the brothers that this
disciple would not die. But Jesus did not say that he would not die; he only said, "If |
want him to remain alive until | return, what is that to you?" 24 This is the disciple who
testifies to these things and who wrote them down. We know that his testimony is true.
25 Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were written down, |



suppose that even the whole world would not have room for the books that would be
written. (NIV)

John was not like modern writers and speakers claiming bodily visits with Jesus. Mary K. Baxter
(author of A Divine Revelation of Hell) and Benny Hinn (who has declared on television to have
met with Jesus many times) are notable examples. They, and others like them, claim casual
visits from Jesus — as though a visit with a best friend. John, who actually knew Jesus intimately,
was obviously in awe of what he was seeing. This was no nonchalant buddy-buddy meeting;
this was John seeing his resurrected and glorified Lord in his natural setting — the glory of
heaven.

“And | turned to see...”

Definition

Kai — The Greek word “kai,” commonly translated as “and,” is a significant word found
throughout the Book of Revelation. This little word appears 1121 times over 369 verses
(1171 over 375 in the Textus Receptus). It usually means “and,” a copulative, connector, or
joiner”. Context allows added meanings, specifically: “then” or “after that”. Occasionally
the Greek word appears solely for emphasis or intensity.

John turns “to see.” The text provides perhaps the greatest clue and guide for how to view the
balance of the Book of Revelation. John is seeing volumes, much of it simultaneously. He
cannot describe it all in a single sentence or brief statement; he sometimes needs pages to
describe all that is filling his sight. Following statements are not always linear in time. (Worse
still, they often appear broken up into a series of seemingly unconnected sentences in English).
John returns many times to the same event, describing a single sight, using multiple
statements. To do this, John often uses excessively long sentences. He joins the picture before
him with a host of statements using the Greek word “kai” —a word he uses over 1100 times in
this book. | will often highlight John’s use of this joiner throughout the book, highlighting
where English translations have dropped it for readability. Its loss is often harmful to
understanding the scene John is describing.

Fortunately, in this next part of verse 12 and verse 13, the translators used “and,” showing a
continuation of the same sight.

Revelation 1:12b-16 And when | turned | saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and among
the lampstands was someone "like a son of man," dressed in a robe reaching down to
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his feet and with a golden sash around his chest. 14 His head and hair were white like
wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. 15 His feet were like bronze
glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. 16 In his right
hand he held seven stars, and out of his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword. His
face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance.

John uses Daniel to describe Jesus, clearly seeing Him as the One fulfilling this prophecy of old.

Daniel 7:13-14 "In my vision at night | looked, and there before me was one like a son of
man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led
into his presence. 14 He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples,
nations and men of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting
dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.
(NIV)

Significantly, John saw Jesus. This sighting of his Savior contains important details. Jesus was

standing among seven golden lampstands and in his right hand He held seven stars (v16). This

figurative imagery describes something real. Jesus, himself, a few verses later gives the

meaning, so the John would clearly understand. The scene was representative of fact.

Revelation 1:20 The mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand and of
the seven golden lampstands is this: The seven stars are the angels of the seven
churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches. (NIV)

In verses 12 to 16 God provides a temporary mystery, with no intent for it to remain a

permanent mystery. The text itself reveals the solution. The lampstands represent churches

and the stars are angels or messengers.

Definition

Angelos/Aggelos —The Greek word for messenger, referring to one who is sent to announce,
or proclaim, or bring a message. Translators commonly use “Angel” when speaking of a
supernatural messenger from God. Context, alone, shows if it is a human or heavenly
messenger.

The seven stars are the angels [“angelos”] of the seven churches. Three primary views exist on

this passage:
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#1. The seven messengers are the pastors of the seven churches.
This is unlikely as the New Testament never promotes one “pastor” as lead over a given
church. Scriptures repeatedly show individual churches led by a plurality of elders.
Addressing this to an individual and not the elders (plural) would be out of character.

James 5:14 Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the church to
pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord. (NIV)

1 Peter 5:1-3 To the elders among you, | appeal as a fellow elder, a witness of
Christ's sufferings and one who also will share in the glory to be revealed: 2 Be
shepherds of God's flock that is under your care, serving as overseers — not
because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not
greedy for money, but eager to serve; 3 not lording it over those entrusted to
you, but being examples to the flock. (NIV)

#2. Seven messengers are taking the letters to the seven specific churches. Proponents
of this view claim each individual letter is addressed to one specific human messenger.
They believe it necessary for them to be human, inferring only human messengers could
be accountable for those receiving the message. For example: Revelation 2:1, “To the
angel of the church in Ephesus write.” The view of separate human messengers assigned
to each church is dubious. The entire book is unified, written as one full message and
then circulated to the seven churches.

#3. These are heavenly messengers — angels sent from God. This view recognizes the
underlying spiritual scene behind God’s church through all history. God has always had
angels looking out for His people. This is in harmony with Daniel’s account showing
God’s angels tending His church.

Daniel 10:12-14, 18-21 Then he continued, "Do not be afraid, Daniel. Since the
first day that you set your mind to gain understanding and to humble yourself
before your God, your words were heard, and | have come in response to them.
13 But the prince of the Persian kingdom resisted me twenty-one days. Then
Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, because | was detained there
with the king of Persia. 14 Now | have come to explain to you what will happen
to your people in the future, for the vision concerns a time yet to come."

10:18-21 Again the one who looked like a man touched me and gave me
strength. 19 "Do not be afraid, O man highly esteemed," he said. "Peace! Be
strong now; be strong." When he spoke to me, | was strengthened and said,



"Speak, my lord, since you have given me strength." 20 So he said, "Do you
know why | have come to you? Soon | will return to fight against the prince of
Persia, and when | go, the prince of Greece will come; 21 but first | will tell you
what is written in the Book of Truth. (No one supports me against them except
Michael, your prince.) (NIV)

| find this view most probable. God is entrusting his heavenly messengers, with great
purpose, to safeguard this revelation to every church throughout history (including the
seven literal representative churches). It needs not be literally seven angels, seven
being representative of a perfect number of angels to complete God’s task. Recognizing
these as supernatural angels provides consistency of context. All further uses of the
Greek word “angelos,” beyond chapter 3 in the Book of Revelation, clearly refer to
supernatural angelic beings. Apart from a distinct and specific earlier context, which is
absent, the text warrants consistent use of the word. Though we don’t see it with
physical eyes, it is God’s purpose that His angels work to build and strengthen His
church through serving believers. This truth remains unchanged until the Bride is
complete.

Hebrews 1:14 Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will
inherit salvation? (NIV)

Jesus holding the seven stars (messengers or angels) in His right hand pictures the great
authority He is giving them plus His protection of them. God assures they will complete their
mission as though He did it with His own right hand. Consider what God does with his right
hand...

Psalms 37:23-24 If the Lord delights in a man's way, he makes his steps firm; 24 though
he stumble, he will not fall, for the Lord upholds him with his hand. (NIV)

Psalms 118:15-16 Shouts of joy and victory resound in the tents of the righteous: "The
Lord's right hand has done mighty things! 16 The Lord's right hand is lifted high; the
Lord's right hand has done mighty things!" (NIV) [Also Isaiah 5:25 on judgment]

“The seven lampstands are the seven churches.”

The lampstands unquestionably reference the seven literal churches. They also represent all
churches throughout time (God’s church), again the symbolism of seven.
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Lampstand are a fitting representation of the church. We are not the source of light, we bear

(or carry) the light given us. Jesus alone is the light of the world.

Matthew 5:14-16 "You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15
Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand,
and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine
before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.
(NIV)

John 8:12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life." (NIV)

Notice that Jesus is among His church. He doesn’t merely watch his church from afar; His

involvement is intimate. His church wants to spend time with Him and He stays among them.

Matthew 18:20 For where two or three come together in my name, there am | with
them." (NIV)

Matthew 28:20b And surely | am with you always, to the very end of the age." (NIV)

Also, Jesus doesn’t merely watch His church, from their midst He shepherds them.

Hebrews 13:20-21 May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal
covenant brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep,
21 equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is
pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. (NIV)

As our Great Shepherd, His presence among us is to bring comfort, security, and provision. The

shepherd provides for His sheep.
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Psalms 23:1-6 The Lord is my shepherd, | shall not be in want. 2 He makes me lie down
in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, 3 he restores my soul. He guides
me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 4 Even though | walk through the
valley of the shadow of death, | will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your
staff, they comfort me. 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies.
You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 6 Surely goodness and love will follow
me all the days of my life, and | will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. (NIV)



Isaiah 40:10-11 See, the Sovereign Lord comes with power, and his arm rules for him.
See, his reward is with him, and his recompense accompanies him. 11 He tends his flock
like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs in his arms and carries them close to his heart; he
gently leads those that have young. (NIV)

Ezekiel 34:23 | will place over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he will tend
them; he will tend them and be their shepherd. (NIV)

John 10:11-16 "l am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the
sheep. 12 The hired hand is not the shepherd who owns the sheep. So when he sees the
wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and
scatters it. 13 The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the
sheep. 14 "I am the good shepherd; | know my sheep and my sheep know me— 15 just
as the Father knows me and | know the Father — and | lay down my life for the sheep.
16 | have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. | must bring them also. They too
will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. (NIV)

Jesus shepherds His church and the church knows their shepherd. They know His voice and
they listen to Him. How did John see this Great Shepherd in this heavenly vision? Look again at

the description given:

Revelation 1:13 and among the lampstands was someone "like a son of man," dressed in
a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest. 14 His head
and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. 15
His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of
rushing waters. 16 In his right hand he held seven stars, and out of his mouth came a
sharp double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance.

A long flowing robe and a golden sash around his chest... Long flowing robes invoke a few

possible images. The high priest in Aaron’s line wore such a robe.
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Exodus 28:31-35 "Make the robe [for Aaron, the high priest] of the ephod entirely of
blue cloth, 32 with an opening for the head in its center. There shall be a woven edge
like a collar around this opening, so that it will not tear. 33 Make pomegranates of blue,
purple and scarlet yarn around the hem of the robe, with gold bells between them. 34
The gold bells and the pomegranates are to alternate around the hem of the robe. 35
Aaron must wear it when he ministers. The sound of the bells will be heard when he



enters the Holy Place before the Lord and when he comes out, so that he will not die.
(NIV)

Exodus 28:4-8 These are the garments they are to make: a breastpiece, an ephod, a
robe, a woven tunic, a turban and a sash. They are to make these sacred garments for
your brother Aaron and his sons, so they may serve me as priests. 5 Have them use gold,
and blue, purple and scarlet yarn, and fine linen. 6 "Make the ephod of gold, and of
blue, purple and scarlet yarn, and of finely twisted linen — the work of a skilled
craftsman. 7 It is to have two shoulder pieces attached to two of its corners, so it can be
fastened. 8 Its skillfully woven waistband is to be like it — of one piece with the ephod
and made with gold, and with blue, purple and scarlet yarn, and with finely twisted
linen. (NIV)

Jesus is High Priest, but His priesthood is not in the line of Aaron. John’s description would

cause the reader to think of a high priest. This high priest is different; He is a high priest in the

line of Melchizedek. Jesus’ sash is different from those of Levitical priests; it isn’t interwoven

with other colors. Pure gold is a fitting color for one who is High Priest and King.

The church should take comfort that our High Priest walks among His church.

Hebrews 4:14-16 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through
the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15 For we
do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we
have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are — yet was without sin. 16
Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy
and find grace to help us in our time of need. (NIV)

Returning to Jesus’ clothing; the flowing robe and sash was common to an Old Covenant high

priest but not exclusively. Judges and Kings used a similar wardrobe. First, consider Jesus’ roll

as Judge.
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John 5:26-27 For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son to have life
in himself. 27 And he has given him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man.
(NIV)

2 Timothy 4:1 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and
the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, | give you this charge: ... (NIV)



Angels carrying out God’s judgment arrive in similar appearance. The angels sent forth from the
heavenly temple of God, later in the book of Revelation, pouring out God’s wrath on the earth,
wear comparable fashion — especially the golden sashes.

Revelation 15:5-8 After this | looked and in heaven the temple, that is, the tabernacle
of the Testimony, was opened. 6 Out of the temple came the seven angels with the
seven plagues. They were dressed in clean, shining linen and wore golden sashes around
their chests. 7 Then one of the four living creatures gave to the seven angels seven
golden bowls filled with the wrath of God, who lives for ever and ever. 8 And the temple
was filled with smoke from the glory of God and from his power, and no one could enter
the temple until the seven plagues of the seven angels were completed. (NIV) [A
powerful angel in the book of Daniel is also described as dressed this way — Daniel 10:5
— perhaps this angel is one who serves again at the later task in Revelation]

Kings also wore long robes (for example; Saul in 1 Samuel 24:4). Gold is associated with kings,
especially great kings such as Solomon (2 Chronicles 1:15; 8:18; 9:9, 14-21). Even daughters of
the king wore robes interwoven with gold (Psalms 45:13). Gold is a color of royalty. Similarly,
gold is a frequent sight in the heavenly city of the eternal King (Revelation 21:15, 18, 21).
Altogether, John’s description portrays the speaker as High Priest, Judge, and King.

John’s vision contains a contrast worthy of consideration. Unlike our first parent’s state in the
uncorrupted Garden of Eden, without clothing (Genesis 2:25), Jesus appears fully clothed.
While His clothing may be symbolic of His status, it doesn’t detract from us understanding what
John clearly saw: there is clothing heaven. Indeed, Isaiah’s vision of God on the throne similarly
portrays regal clothing:

Isaiah 6:1 In the year that King Uzziah died, | saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and
exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple. (NIV)

Robes given to believers represent righteousness...
Isaiah 61:10a | delight greatly in the Lord; my soul rejoices in my God. For he has
clothed me with garments of salvation and arrayed me in a robe of righteousness...

(NIV) [Also Revelation 3:4-5 & 22:14]

Many Revelation passages referencing saints show them arrayed in heavenly clothes.
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Revelation 19:14 The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and
dressed in fine linen, white and clean. (NIV)

Revelation 4:4 Surrounding the throne were twenty-four other thrones, and seated on
them were twenty-four elders. They were dressed in white and had crowns of gold on
their heads. (NIV)

In fact, Jesus used this wording showing that our dress mimics His:
Revelation 3:4b They will walk with me, dressed in white, for they are worthy. (NIV)

All through Revelation, nakedness describes the state of the lost (Revelation 3:17, 16:15,
17:16). Out of the goodness of God He robes us in His goodness.

2 Corinthians 5:1-5 Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we
have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands. 2
Meanwhile we groan, longing to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling, 3 because when
we are clothed, we will not be found naked. 4 For while we are in this tent, we groan
and are burdened, because we do not wish to be unclothed but to be clothed with our
heavenly dwelling, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 5 Now it is God
who has made us for this very purpose and has given us the Spirit as a deposit,
guaranteeing what is to come. (NIV)

Returning to John's overall view of Jesus...

Revelation 1:12b And when | turned | saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and among the
lampstands was someone "like a son of man," dressed in a robe reaching down to his
feet and with a golden sash around his chest. 14 His head and hair were white like wool,
as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. 15 His feet were like bronze
glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. 16 In his right
hand he held seven stars, and out of his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword. His
face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance.

“Head and hair white like wool, as white as snow”
John’s description portrays Jesus in wording almost identical with that found in the book of

Daniel.
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Daniel 7:9-10 "As | looked, "thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days took his
seat. His clothing was as white as snow; the hair of his head was white like wool. His
throne was flaming with fire, and its wheels were all ablaze. 10 A river of fire was
flowing, coming out from before him. Thousands upon thousands attended him; ten
thousand times ten thousand stood before him. The court was seated, and the books
were opened. (NIV)

Daniel 7:13-14 show Daniel was describing God the Father. Why would Jesus’ description be so
close to one used to describe His father? He fully bore the family likeness! He came to reveal
the Father in perfection and He did so in word and deeds.

Matthew 11:27 "All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows
the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to
whom the Son chooses to reveal him. (NIV)

John 14:9 Jesus answered: "Don't you know me, Philip, even after | have been among
you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say,

'Show us the Father'? (NIV)

John 17:5 And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory | had with you
before the world began. (NIV)

Consider also:

Colossians 1:15 He [Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all
creation. (NIV)

Hebrews 1:3 The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his
being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for

sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. (NIV)

If Jesus is a perfect revelation of the Father in actions and speech, should it surprise us that in
His glorified state His appearance would also do so?

“His eyes were like blazing fire.” Nothing escapes the gaze of our Lord.

Hebrews 4:13 Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's sight. Everything is
uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account. (NIV)
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More on what God sees...

Psalms 44:20-21 If we had forgotten the name of our God or spread out our hands to a
foreign god, 21 would not God have discovered it, since he knows the secrets of the
heart? (NIV)

Psalms 90:8 You have set our iniquities before you, our secret sins in the light of your
presence. (NIV)

Proverbs 15:3 The eyes of the Lord are everywhere, keeping watch on the wicked and
the good. (NIV)

Proverbs 15:11 Sheol and Abaddon lie open before the Lord— how much more, human
hearts. (HCSB, quoting Job 26:6!)

Also Psalms 139:1-12!

God sees and exposes motives (which we cannot and should not judge).

1 Corinthians 4:4-5 My conscience is clear, but that does not make me innocent. It is
the Lord who judges me. 5 Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; wait till
the Lord comes. He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the
motives of men's hearts. (NIV)

A blazing fire is symbolic of both wrath and refining. Both the outpouring of God’s wrath and

His refining of saints has common purpose — God will purge His creation of sin.
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Zechariah 13:7b-9 [A Messianic passage cited in Matthew 26:31 & Mark 14:27] "Strike
the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered, and | will turn my hand against the little
ones. 8 In the whole land," declares the Lord, "two-thirds will be struck down and
perish; yet one-third will be left in it. 9 This third | will bring into the fire; | will refine
them like silver and test them like gold. They will call on my name and | will answer
them; | will say, 'They are my people,' and they will say, 'The Lord is our God." (NIV)

Malachi 3:1-2 "See, | will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me.
Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the
covenant, whom you desire, will come," says the Lord Almighty. 2 But who can endure



the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears? For he will be like a refiner's
fire or a launderer's soap. (NIV)

For believers, this refining fire — though painful — is something that we want. God will purify His
church.

Titus 2:11-14 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. 12 It
teaches us to say "No" to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled,
upright and godly lives in this present age, 13 while we wait for the blessed hope — the
glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us
to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very
own, eager to do what is good. (NIV)

Daniel 12:9-10 He replied, "Go your way, Daniel, because the words are closed up and
sealed until the time of the end. 10 Many will be purified, made spotless and refined,
but the wicked will continue to be wicked. None of the wicked will understand, but
those who are wise will understand. (NIV)

At a specific point God’s refining stops. No need of further refining is necessary when all saints

are with their Savior. Following that time this same “blazing fire” can only apply to God’s

wrath. The blazing fire only consumes rather than refines.
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Revelation 19:11-15 | saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white
horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and makes war. 12
His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name written
on him that no one knows but he himself. 13 He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood,
and his name is the Word of God. 14 The armies of heaven were following him, riding on
white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. 15 Out of his mouth comes a
sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. "He will rule them with an iron
scepter." He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. (NIV)

Hebrews 10:26-27 If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the
knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, 27 but only a fearful expectation of
judgment and of raging fire that will consume the enemies of God. (NIV)

Hebrews 12:28-29 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken,
let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, 29 for our
"God is a consuming fire." (NIV) [Quoting next verse...]



Deuteronomy 4:24 For the Lord your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God. (NIV)

Revelation 18:8 [Example in the future judgment of “Babylon the Great”] Therefore in
one day her plagues will overtake her: death, mourning and famine. She will be
consumed by fire, for mighty is the Lord God who judges her. (NIV)

Fire will consume this sin tainted universe, through the actions if its’ Creator, to make way for
the new heavens and earth.

2 Peter 3:10-13 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will
disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and
everything in it will be laid bare. 11 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what
kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives 12 as you look
forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the
destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. 13 But in
keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the
home of righteousness. (NIV)

When we struggle with all the broken, damaged, and corrupted aspects of our lives, remember

III

their final insignificance. In the words of a friend of mine “it’s all gonna burn

“His feet were like bronze, glowing in a furnace”

Isaiah 6:1-2 In the year that King Uzziah died, | saw the Lord seated on a throne, high
and exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphs, each
with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their
feet, and with two they were flying. (NIV)

Unlike created beings which stand in the presence of God, covering their feet, Jesus’ feet stand
visible. His feet are perfect (the symbolism of refined metal), having no need of covering. Even
angels, though holy, cover their feet showing themselves created creatures versus the
uncreated holiness of God. Jesus’ perfection is unique, as He who is perfect was perfected (as a
man) through suffering.

Hebrews 5:7-10 During the days of Jesus' life on earth, he offered up prayers and
petitions with loud cries and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he
was heard because of his reverent submission. 8 Although he was a son, he learned
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obedience from what he suffered 9 and, once made perfect, he became the source of
eternal salvation for all who obey him 10 and was designated by God to be high priest in
the order of Melchizedek. (NIV)

Hebrews 7:28 For the law appoints as high priests men who are weak; but the oath,
which came after the law, appointed the Son, who has been made perfect forever. (NIV)

The church can rest assured that Jesus is perfecting us. With no other higher standard, we look
to Jesus and see His perfection as our example:

Hebrews 12:2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for
the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right
hand of the throne of God. (NIV)

Note that Jesus’ feet are strong (“like bronze”), prepared to subdue His enemies.

Psalms 110:1 The Lord says to my Lord: "Sit at my right hand until | make your enemies
a footstool for your feet." (NIV)

1 Corinthians 15:25-26 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.
26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death. (NIV)

His voice is like the sound of rushing waters...

Living on the small island of Patmos, John would know the sound of rushing waters. A
multitude of waves crashing ashore overwhelms all other sounds. This symbolism makes clear
we are to be listening only to Jesus!

Isaiah 30:30 [In regards to judgment] The Lord will cause men to hear his majestic voice
and will make them see his arm coming down with raging anger and consuming fire,
with cloudburst, thunderstorm and hail. (NIV)

John drew on imagery straight out of the book of Ezekiel. Specifically, his description was of the
returning “glory of the God of Israel”...

Ezekiel 43:1-2 Then the man brought me to the gate facing east, 2 and | saw the glory
of the God of Israel coming from the east. His voice was like the roar of rushing waters,
and the land was radiant with his glory. (NIV)

126



Consider the power behind this voice. The day is coming that when He speaks even the dead
will hear His voice and respond.

John 5:28-29 "Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their
graves will hear his voice 29 and come out — those who have done good will rise to live,
and those who have done evil will rise to be condemned. (NIV)

Even God the Father made it clear to Jesus’ disciples that everyone is to listen to His Son.

Matthew 17:5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud enveloped them, and a voice
from the cloud said, "This is my Son, whom | love; with him | am well pleased. Listen to
him!" (NIV)

(Briefly skipping over Jesus’ mouth) “His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance.”
Returning to the transfiguration, John, who had been present at that remarkable event, now
sees Jesus’ face in a similar way. Unquestionably, even as He now sees Jesus in heaven he
would have remembered this glimpse from decades before.

Matthew 17:1-3 After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother
of James, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. 2 There he was transfigured
before them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light. 3
Just then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus. (NIV)

Perhaps John, seeing this, also was remembering an account he had heard from the apostle
Paul. (Acts 8:14, 25 & Galatians 2:9 show that John stayed in Jerusalem for many years after the
resurrection and would have been one of the apostles that heard Paul’s account firsthand in
Acts 9:26-27).

Acts 26:13-14a About noon, O king, as | was on the road, | saw a light from heaven,
brighter than the sun, blazing around me and my companions. 14 We all fell to the
ground, and | heard a voice saying to me in Aramaic, 'Saul, Saul, why do you persecute
me? (NIV)

Consider the brilliance our Savior’s face. Its light removes need of a sun in the new heavens

and earth. Isaiah prophesied this hundreds of years before John recorded the Book of
Revelation...
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Isaiah 60:19-20 The sun will no more be your light by day, nor will the brightness of the
moon shine on you, for the Lord will be your everlasting light, and your God will be your
glory. 20 Your sun will never set again, and your moon will wane no more; the Lord will
be your everlasting light, and your days of sorrow will end. (NIV)

Echoing the passage in Isaiah, John (near the end of Revelation) says it this way:

Revelation 21:22-23 | did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty
and the Lamb are its temple. 23 The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on
it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. (NIV)

Consider this question... Will our faces shine like that of Jesus?

1 John 3:2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet
been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we
shall see him as he is. (NIV)

John wasn’t alone in longing to see Jesus in His glory. Way back in the Old Testament, Job
expressed a similar wish and hope!

Job 19:25-27 | know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the
earth. 26 And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh | will see God; 27 |
myself will see him with my own eyes — |, and not another. How my heart yearns within
me! (NIV)

So, when we see Him, will our faces shine? Consider, Moses who uniquely got to speak with
and spend time in the presence of God. Yet, Moses could not see God’s face.

Exodus 33:22-23 When my glory passes by, | will put you in a cleft in the rock and cover
you with my hand until | have passed by. 23 Then | will remove my hand and you will see
my back; but my face must not be seen." (NIV)

Even without seeing the fullness of God, without seeing Him “as he is,” consider what
happened to Moses after seeing what he did.

Exodus 34:29-35 When Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the two tablets of the
Testimony in his hands, he was not aware that his face was radiant because he had
spoken with the Lord. 30 When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, his face was
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radiant, and they were afraid to come near him. 31 But Moses called to them; so Aaron
and all the leaders of the community came back to him, and he spoke to them. 32
Afterward all the Israelites came near him, and he gave them all the commands the Lord
had given him on Mount Sinai. 33 When Moses finished speaking to them, he put a veil
over his face. 34 But whenever he entered the Lord's presence to speak with him, he
removed the veil until he came out. And when he came out and told the Israelites what
he had been commanded, 35 they saw that his face was radiant. Then Moses would put
the veil back over his face until he went in to speak with the Lord. (NIV)

Moses’ face shone, but only with a fading glory. The longer he spent away from the immediate
presence of the Lord, in the sin tainted world, the glory (and glow) faded.

Unless holy, no one can see God in all of His glory.

Hebrews 12:14 Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without
holiness no one will see the Lord. (NIV)

Only in our glorified, un-sin tainted state, will we finally be able to see the fullness of God’s
glory — to look on His face. Though scriptures aren’t forthright in saying that we will have
shining faces, it hints at it. With permanent holiness, such glory would never fade away.

2 Corinthians 3:7-18 Now if the ministry that brought death, which was engraved in
letters on stone, came with glory, so that the Israelites could not look steadily at the
face of Moses because of its glory, fading though it was, 8 will not the ministry of the
Spirit be even more glorious? 9 If the ministry that condemns men is glorious, how
much more glorious is the ministry that brings righteousness! 10 For what was glorious
has no glory now in comparison with the surpassing glory. 11 And if what was fading
away came with glory, how much greater is the glory of that which lasts! 12 Therefore,
since we have such a hope, we are very bold. 13 We are not like Moses, who would put
a veil over his face to keep the Israelites from gazing at it while the radiance was fading
away. 14 But their minds were made dull, for to this day the same veil remains when the
old covenant is read. It has not been removed, because only in Christ is it taken away. 15
Even to this day when Moses is read, a veil covers their hearts. 16 But whenever anyone
turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the
Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18 And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the
Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which
comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. (NIV)
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Consider again this portion of what John saw...
Revelation 1:16b His [Jesus’] face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance.

Have you looked directly at the sun? | hope not. Its brilliance is literally blinding. Regardless of
your wish to look, it can hurt to do so. | could be wrong, but here | see John struggling to look,
straining to see details, wanting to look more, but partially turning away.

| see this as portrayal of what we believers do throughout this life. In our regenerate state we
want to look at Jesus, but as we do it hurts (as He works to purify us, to make us holy) and we
find ourselves looking away for a bit. This cycle repeats seemingly endlessly.

When you look to Jesus, what are you looking at? Do you seek Jesus’ face or merely his hand?
Do you want to spend time in His presence, earnestly desiring to see Him as He is? Or do you
just look to Him for what he can do for you or give to you? | fear too many believers are so
focused on His hand that they’ve missed His face. In contrast, Scriptures repeatedly directs us
to seek God’s face.

1 Chronicles 16:11 Look to the Lord and his strength; seek his face always. (NIV)

2 Chronicles 7:14 if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves
and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will | hear from
heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land. (NIV)

Psalms 24:3-6  Who may ascend the hill of the Lord? Who may stand in his holy place?
4 He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul to an idol or
swear by what is false. 5 He will receive blessing from the Lord and vindication from
God his Savior. 6 Such is the generation of those who seek him, who seek your face, O
God of Jacob. (NIV)

Psalms 105:1-4 Give thanks to the Lord, call on his name; make known among the
nations what he has done. 2 Sing to him, sing praise to him; tell of all his wonderful
acts. 3 Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. 4 Look

to the Lord and his strength; seek his face always. (NIV)

Consider also the priestly blessing of the Levitical priesthood...
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Numbers 6:24-26 '"The Lord bless you and keep you; 25 the Lord make his face shine
upon you and be gracious to you; 26 the Lord turn his face toward you and give you
peace."' (NIV)

| don’t believe it was accidental or incidental to John’s account that he focuses last on Jesus’

face.

There was comparative insignificance to the earlier features. To look on Jesus’ face

mattered most.

Revelation 1:12b-16 And when | turned | saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and among
the lampstands was someone "like a son of man," dressed in a robe reaching down to
his feet and with a golden sash around his chest. 14 His head and hair were white like
wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. 15 His feet were like bronze
glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. 16 In his right
hand he held seven stars, and out of his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword. His
face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance.

| intentionally covered the last two points of John’s description of Jesus out of order. Without

minimizing the need to look on Jesus’ face, the immediately prior feature links to His face: His

mouth.

“out of his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword.”

The double-edged sword issuing from Jesus’ mouth is clearly symbolic and drawn from other

New Testament imagery.

Hebrews 4:12-13 For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-
edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges
the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 13 Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's
sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must
give account. (NIV)

John’s imagery is not identical with the Messianic prophecy of Isaiah 11, though related. Taken

together they express the power of what comes from Jesus’ mouth.
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Isaiah 11:1-4 A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch
will bear fruit. 2 The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him — the Spirit of wisdom and of
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of the
fear of the Lord — 3 and he will delight in the fear of the Lord. He will not judge by



what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his ears; 4 but with
righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give decisions for the poor of
the earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; with the breath of his lips
he will slay the wicked. (NIV)

Isaiah used a rod from Jesus’ mouth to express a sense of power, royal power to issue decrees
and see them to completion. Isaiah wasn’t the first to state the Messiah would rule with a
“rod.” Consider David before him...

Psalms 2:7-9 | will proclaim the decree of the Lord: He said to me, "You are my Son;
today | have become your Father. 8 Ask of me, and | will make the nations your
inheritance, the ends of the earth your possession. 9 You will rule them with an iron
scepter [“rod of iron” NASU]; you will dash them to pieces like pottery." (NIV)

Taken together, Psalms 2 and Isaiah 11 clearly show royal power coming from the mouth of
Jesus. lIsaiah then builds on that picture in a later Messianic passage.

Isaiah 49:1-2 Listen to me, you islands; hear this, you distant nations: Before | was born
the Lord called me; from my birth he has made mention of my name. 2 He made my
mouth like a sharpened sword, in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me into a
polished arrow and concealed me in his quiver. (NIV)

The rod is equal to a sharpened sword in the text, both carrying out similar purpose. Beyond
features of a rod, which dashes to pieces and crushes in judgment (Psalms 2:9); the sword
penetrates and reveals (Hebrews 4:12-13). All who sin justly fear the rod and the sword.

God arms believers with the same weapon — the word from His mouth. Later in the Book of
Revelation, believers, called the “armies of heaven,” come with our King and Commander to
judge and pour out God’s wrath.

Revelation 19:13-15 He [Jesus] is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the
Word of God. 14 The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and
dressed in fine linen, white and clean. 15 Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with
which to strike down the nations. "He will rule them with an iron scepter." He treads the
winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. (NIV)

When accompanying Jesus, the sword only needs be in His mouth. In the present, until we
enter the presence of our Lord, God individually arms us for the everyday battle. In the armor
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of God every item listed has defensive use (Ephesians 6:11-17). One item stands apart, as it
provides for both defensive and non-defensive action: our sword.

Ephesians 6:17 Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the
word of God. (NIV)

Like a good sword-fighter, who learns from a master, believers must learn to use and wield the
sword in the manner displayed by our Lord and Savior. A misused sword is ineffective and
possibly even dangerous to sword-bearer. In contrast, the word of God, used as God intends, is
an unstoppable and effective weapon. It succeeds in doing everything God has purposed.

Matthew 24:35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.
(NIV)

Isaiah 55:11 so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me
empty, but will accomplish what | desire and achieve the purpose for which | sent it.
(NIV)

John’s overall description of our Lord and Savior, the Son of Man, shows One acting to purge
and purify His church. Further, He judges all people, especially those who are persecuting His
elect. This portrayal extends throughout the book of Revelation.

Revelation 1:17-18 When | saw him, | fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his
right hand on me and said: "Do not be afraid. | am the First and the Last. 18 | am the
Living One; | was dead, and behold | am alive for ever and ever! And | hold the keys of
death and Hades.

This passage shows John’s awe and response to seeing Jesus — he “fell at his feet as though
dead.” Old Testament prophets, seeing the glory of Lord, had similar response. For example,
Ezekiel:

Ezekiel 1:26-28 Above the expanse over their heads was what looked like a throne of
sapphire, and high above on the throne was a figure like that of a man. 27 | saw that
from what appeared to be his waist up he looked like glowing metal, as if full of fire, and
that from there down he looked like fire; and brilliant light surrounded him. 28 Like the
appearance of a rainbow in the clouds on a rainy day, so was the radiance around him.
This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord. When | saw it, | fell
facedown, and | heard the voice of one speaking. (NIV)
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The disciples accompanying Jesus to the Mount of Transfiguration had similar reaction when
given a glimpse of Jesus’ glory.

Matthew 17:5-8 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud enveloped them, and a
voice from the cloud said, "This is my Son, whom | love; with him | am well pleased.
Listen to him!" 6 When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground,
terrified. 7 But Jesus came and touched them. "Get up," he said. "Don't be afraid." 8
When they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus. (NIV)

Consider that when we fall down we have nowhere to look but upward to Jesus. When the
disciples on the Mount of Transfiguration looked up “they saw no one except Jesus.” Moses
and Elijah, as important as they were, were merely fellow servants (literally slaves). Their
significance pales in comparison to looking on Jesus. The Father made clear, in His words from
heaven, the focus is to be Jesus: “listen to Him! (Matthew 17:5).”

Returning to John, who has fallen at the feet of Jesus as though dead, without any natural
strength; Jesus places his right hand on him. Again, Jesus’ right hand, which we considered
earlier, is a symbol of favor, of power, and protection. Jesus gives John all the strength he
needs. He sets him on his feet and prepares him for what he must do.

This right hand has always strengthened and upheld God’s people. Consider Israel, into whom
God grafts us (the Gentile church, see Romans 11:17-26):

Isaiah 41:8-10 "But you, O Israel, my servant, Jacob, whom | have chosen, you
descendants of Abraham my friend, 9 | took you from the ends of the earth, from its
farthest corners | called you. | said, 'You are my servant'; | have chosen you and have not
rejected you. 10 So do not fear, for | am with you; do not be dismayed, for | am your
God. | will strengthen you and help you; | will uphold you with my righteous right hand.
(NIV)

Therefore, David could confidently say:

Psalms 29:11 The Lord gives strength to his people; the Lord blesses his people with
peace. (NIV)

The apostle Paul echoed similar belief through statements such as:
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Philippians 4:13 | can do everything through him who gives me strength. (NIV)

2 Timothy 4:17-18 But the Lord stood at my side and gave me strength, so that through
me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. And | was
delivered from the lion's mouth. 18 The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and
will bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom. To him be glory for ever and ever. Amen.
(NIV)

Consider Revelation’s text, focusing on Jesus’ first words after placing His right hand on John.

Revelation 1:17-18 When | saw him, | fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his
right hand on me and said: "Do not be afraid. | am the First and the Last. 18 | am the
Living One; | was dead, and behold | am alive for ever and ever! And | hold the keys of
death and Hades.

Jesus words “do not be afraid” rest in God’s ability to give us strength and to uphold us. With
His continuous presence, why should we be afraid?

Hebrews 13:5-6 Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what
you have, because God has said, "Never will | leave you; never will | forsake you."
[Quoting Deuteronomy 31:6] 6 So we say with confidence, "The Lord is my helper; | will
not be afraid. What can man do to me?" [Quoting Psalms 118:6-7] (NIV)

Jesus reinforced His words of “do not be afraid” with proof of how powerful He is. He was dead
but now He’s alive forever. With the proven impossibility of his defeat or destruction, we
unquestionably can rest in His assurance that there is nothing to fear.

So why do we still fear so much, whether circumstances, people, events, or whatever? Some
would say we lack faith, but Scriptures (in fact, the apostle John) make it specifically clear. We

are deficient in something bound to our faith, we lack love.

1 John 4:18 There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has
to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love. (NIV)

The more we love God, the more we trust Him. In perfect love we would do everything He
asks, without question or doubt, because we know it pleases Him. Our love rests in His...

1 John 4:19 We love because he first loved us.

135



We know that in God’s love for us, everything He asks of us is good. Everything He allows to
happen to us is good. More actively, all He does in our lives is good.

Romans 8:28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love
him, who have been called according to his purpose. (NIV)

Are you afraid of what God has planned for your future? Our prayer always must be “Lord,
increase my love.” Perfect love drives out fear.

Revelation 1:18b And | hold the keys of death and Hades.

When we think “keys” we merely think access; those with a key can enter. In ancient times,
and in some modern cultures (for example: the present-day Church of the Holy Sepulcher in
Jerusalem), holding a key represents more than access, it represents power. The key holder
had power to allow access or not. (About the previously mentioned church, a Muslim holds the
key as a means of controlling competing Christian factions within the building).
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Jesus holds the keys of the worst enemy we can think of: “death” (... called an enemy in 1
Corinthians 15:25-26). Verse 18 joins two terms, death is the condition and Hades is the place
(the dwelling-place of the dead, equivalent to the Hebrew term “Sheol”). Some weave fanciful
doctrines and stories around these. In their view, the devil holds the keys of death and Hades,
then Jesus descends into Hell at his death and takes them back from the devil. (Some songs by
Carmen, years ago, reflected this. He has Jesus fighting with and defeating the devil). This
scenario has problem on many levels.
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#1. Regardless of what popular culture, cartoons, and movies portray; the devil does not rule
over death and hell (or Hades, the abode of the dead). When it comes to hellfire, it’s the Devil’s
final destination — not to rule, but in punishment.

Revelation 20:10 And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of
burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be
tormented day and night for ever and ever. (NIV)

Jesus made it clear this everlasting fire chiefly exists for the devil and his angels.

Matthew 25:41 "Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are
cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. (NIV)

#2. Scriptures nowhere show anyone holding the keys except Jesus. God is in control, past
tense and currently. The Bible does speak of God giving some keys to others (at least
temporarily):

e Key to the house of David — Isaiah 22:22 (contrast Revelation 3:7, now held by Jesus)

e Keys of the kingdom of heaven — Matthew 16:19 (given to the church under the
authority of Christ)

e Key to the shaft of the Abyss — Revelation 9:1, 20:1-2 (held by angels under the
authority and direction of God)

The only clear statement about the “keys of death and Hades” are Jesus’ unquestionable “I hold
the keys of death and Hades!” Some, including noted pastor and author John MacArthur, hold
the devil had these keys based on this passage:

Hebrews 2:14-15 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their
humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death —
that is, the devil— 15 and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear
of death. (NIV)

1 Corinthians 15:25-26 looks to the future defeat of death and Hebrews 2:14 shows future
destruction of the devil. Together they imply the devil’s “holding the power of death” (“holds”
or “possesses” is present tense) in not equivalent to holding the keys. Jesus’ announcement to
John, that He holds the keys, is well before devil’s destruction. Even before Jesus died and rose
again, Jesus stressed who had the power to cast into hell — God alone! The devil’'s power of
death is only physical death, not everlasting death.
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Luke 12:4-5 "I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after
that can do no more. 5 But | will show you whom you should fear: Fear him who, after
the killing of the body, has power to throw you into hell. Yes, | tell you, fear him. (NIV)

Though unwarranted by the text, let me theoretically allow John MacArthur his assertions on
this subject: the devil once held the keys. If true, his possession of them was because God
chose to do so, and for a limited time. This aligns with other examples in Scriptures, keys
temporarily given under God’s authority. The rightful and supreme owner of the keys is Jesus.

Revelation 1:19 "Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is now and what will take
place later.

Jesus makes clear to John what the content of this book was to include: what he already saw,
current happenings, and future events. The book unquestionably includes future prophecy.

III

Prophecy declares what “will” be, not merely possibilities. This reflects a statement God made

back in Isaiah.

Isaiah 46:8-10 "Remember this, fix it in mind, take it to heart, you rebels. 9 Remember
the former things, those of long ago; | am God, and there is no other; | am God, and
there is none like me. 10| make known the end from the beginning, from ancient times,
what is still to come. | say: My purpose will stand, and | will do all that | please. (NIV)

God alone knows everything from beginning to end, before it happens. Nothing takes Him by
surprise and nothing will thwart His carrying out all He has purposed. If God reveals what will
happen —we know without a doubt that it will take place.

There’s no need to examine again the last verse of chapter 1, as we studied it earlier at the first
sighting of the stars and the lampstand in Revelation 1:12-16.

Revelation 1:20 The mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand and of the
seven golden lampstands is this: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches,
